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TOM TAT

Du ki Nam B¢ nia dau thé ki XX khéng chi ghi lai nhiing dn twong déc sdc vé phong tuc tap
quan ma con la kho tur fiéu quy gi& vé doi song tam linh ciia nguoi dan Nam Bg cdch day khodng
mét thé ki. Nhue mét |é tie nhién, ton gido, trong 6 c¢é dao Phdt, dao Cao Dai, dao tho cing té
tién... da tré thanh mét phan khong thé thiéu trong doi song tam linh cia heu dan noi vimg dat
mdi. Bai viét bude dau di vao im hiéu nhitng biéu hién ciia doi song tam linh trong du ki Nam B¢
nita dau thé ki XX.

Tir khoa: du ki, ton gido, tdm linh, nira dau thé ki XX.
ABSTRACT

An initial study of the spiritual life
in Southern travel story in the first half of the twentieth century

Southern travel stories in the first half of the twentieth century not only recorded the special
impression about customs but also were the precious data repositories of the spiritual life of the
Souther past for as long as a century. Naturally, religions, including Buddhism, Cao Dai, ancestor
worshiping... have become an integral part of the spiritual life of the immigrants in this new
territory. The article initially studies the manifestations of the spiritual life in Southern travel story
in the first half of the twentieth century.

Keywords: travel story, religions, spiritual life, the first half of the twentieth century.

1. La ving cong cu cua nhiéu dan toc,  tr.180]. Khéc voi ngudi Viét & ving dat cii,

Nam B6 chinh 1 noi gip g& cua nhiéu tin
ngudng ton gido khac nhau nhung khong
loai trir nhau. Sach Gia Dbinh thanh théng
chi cia Trinh Hoai Buc ciing tung viét vé
tin ngudng cia nguoi Nam Bo nhu sau:
“Ho sung dao Phat, tin viéc dong boéng,
kinh trong nit than (...) Lai tho than Tao
quan (Ong T4o), & 2 bén vé 2 hinh nguoi
nam, ¢ gitra vé 1 hinh nguoi nit, ciing
tugng trung cua qué Ly Hoa cd y la hai hao
duong ¢ gira mot hao &m lam chu” [5,

nguoi dan ¢ ving dat mai tho clng rat
nhiéu vi than, ciing 12 nham dap ng phan
nao nhu cau tdm linh cua nhing con ngudi
vi hoan canh phai chip nhan tha phuong
cau thyc. Bai I8 trén hanh trinh chinh phuc
vung dat cyc Nam caa To qudc, luu dén
phai chdng choi véi biét bao hiém nguy,
khic nghiét. Trong hoan canh con ngudi bi
ndi c6 don, so hdi bua vay, ho chi con biét
bam viu vao than linh dé tim kiém su chg
che ciing nhu sitc manh dé tiép tuc tién vé

* Trwdng Dai hoc Thi Dau Mét; Email: thanhtung2212@yahoo.com
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phia truéc. Hon nira, nguoi Nam B tinh
tinh rat coi mo, phong khoang, wa sy dung
hoa, thich hoi nhap nén ho sin sang tiép
nhan nhiéu ton gido khac nhau dé lam cho
doi song tin ngudng caa minh cang thém
phong phu. L& nhiing con nguoi binh dan,
it hoc nhung trong tu do, thich 1& cong
bang, khong cau né c¢b chip va séng gian
don nén ngudi Nam Bo khdng thich nhirng
tén gido co hé thdng gido Ii qua phuc tap,
kh6 hiéu va mang tinh rang bugc. Do dé,
ho c6 thé san sang tir bo ton gido nay dé di
theo ton gido khac min sao ton gido ay
dung quéa diéu voi, xa x6i ma phai that su
gﬁn gui: “Theo nhau cho tron dao troi/
Dau ma khong chiéu trdi toi ma nam”. Tt
ca nhimg didu nay da dugc ghi chép mot
c&ch ti mi, sinh dong trong du ki Nam B¢
nira dau thé ki XX.
2. Phat gi4o tir lau d4 tro thanh yéu t6
khong thé thiéu dugc trong doi séng tam
linh ciia nguoi Viét. Trong hanh trinh tién
vé phuong Nam, Phat gido chinh Ia hanh
trang tinh than quy bau, 1a chd dua tam
linh giup lwu dan c6 thém niém tin vao
diéu thién, tranh diéu ac. Nho triét Ii tir bi,
bac 4i ma ngudi dan da séng vi tha, biét
yéu thuong, nuong tya vao nhau trong
hoan canh cai xau, cai &c, cai hiém nguy
dang ngay dém rinh rap. D6 1a 1i do giai
thich vi sao, trudc sy du nhap caa nhiéu
ton gido maéi, da sb nguoi dan Nam Bo van
lubn mo sung dao Phat. Du ki Nam Bo
ciing khong quén ghi lai thuc té nay:

“Tai Ph Qudc, ddn cue ¢6 trén 100
ngan ngwoi, Ma chang ¢6 mér nguoi Nao
theo dao Thién Chla cd, m¢t it nguoi theo

dao Cao dai ma théi, phan nhiéu mg siing
da0 Phat” (Cugc du lich Chau Péc Ha
Tién Kam-pot Pha Quéc - Marie Nguyén
Su)h.

La tin ngudng truyén thong cua
nguoi Viét nén ngay tir nhitng ngay dau
khai pha ving dat phuong Nam, mac du
phai trai qua nhiéu gian khd nhung Phat
gido d& ludn song hanh cung véi hru dan.
Khong it nhitng tdm guong thién su clng
nhau khai khan ruéng dat, vira 1am in vira
tu hanh trong hoan canh vé cing gian kho
d4 duoc nhan dan Nam B truyén tung nhu
nhitng huyén thoai bat tir. Trong qua trinh
song hanh gitra dao va doi ay, Phat giéo
mot mat phai giir gin dé khong danh mat
céi tinh thin can ban cua chanh phap, mat
khéc lai phai thuong xuyén thay doi dé phi
hop hon v&i doi séng dac thil cia ving dat
mai phuong Nam.

Truyén théng Phat gido dai thira van
duogc cung ¢ va phat trién rong khip Nam
Bo tao nén mot nén tang ving chic voi
hang loat cac ngdi chua dugc xay dung
cung sy dong gop tich cuc cua cac nha su,
cac 6ng dao vao sy thinh vugng chung caa
ving dat ndy. Su ra doi cua mot sé tong
phai Phat gido van duya trén nhitng nguyén
li can ban cua dao Phat nhung c6 su thay
d6i it nhiéu vé& hinh thic tho ciing nham
phi hop hon véi diéu kién kho khin &
vung dat méi, vi vy da thu hat nhiéu thién
nam tin nir. Phat giao Nam Bo luén hudng
con nguoi dén nhing tinh cam nhéan van,
gitip con ngudi nhan ra trach nhiém va bon
phan cia mdi cong dan dbi véi dng ba, cha
me, to tién, d4t nude va ca nhan loai:
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“Trong Con ddat nhau khién hing, bi
nhén thwa véi anh va rang: “Hién huynh
c6 phude ma dang bé thé |6n nhu vay ciing
nén dan si quy dién, ma hé bé thé Ién thi rat
dé ma dé on cho doi, tich dirc luu tai tir
ton, phai lam sao cho ai ndy duoc nho, mai
dirong danh w hdu thé” (Nhan du ki sw -
Pht Tuén Nang)>.

Chinh céi tinh thin mang tinh nhan
van ay cua dao Phat da khién nhan dan vo
cung ngudng mo. Sy ngudng mo duoc thé
hién qua thai d6 thanh kinh tho phung va
hanh dong hanh huong vé noi linh thiéng
dé dugc dién kién Phat:

“Ddam swong dai gio, xuong dac Ién
déo, biét bao la cay ddng! Déc long tim
Phdt, bao quan cuc than, anh em diu dat
lan lan, triic hon mét gio- méi tim ra quang
16 (Nhan du ki s - Phii Tuin Nang)®.

Khac vaoi Phat gido noi mién dét ci,
“Khai niém Phat ¢ day lai dugc quan niém
mot cach phong khoang hon cach hiéu
chinh théng (...) Phat biéu trung cho nhiing
uéc vong hanh phc trong cudc sdng tran
tuc ké ca hanh phuc trong tinh yéu lta d6i”
[6, tr.209]. Boi vay, so luong tin dd Phat
gi4o thuan thanh & Nam Ky khéng nhiéu.
D6i voi phan 16n nguoi dan Nam B, di
dén nhirng khong gian linh thiéng nhu chia
chién, dén miéu ngoai muc dich cau
nguyén ra, thi day con la dip dé moi ngudi,
dac biét la phu ni, di van canh hoac gap
g3, chuyén tro, trao doi:

“Tw chan nui 1én t6i dién di hon 1
gio dong ho. Khi méi téi tdm long hang
hai, wéc ao tréo ndi cho thda tinh, ma so
mét noi dién ¢ chang cao, tréo chua théa
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chi” (Tay Ninh Viing Tau du ki - Bién
Ngii Nhy)*.

Sach Gia Dinh thanh théng chi ciing
mo ta vé chua Giac Lam nhu sau: “O trén
g0 Cam Son, cach lity Ban Bich vé phia tiy
3 dam, giéng nhu tya binh phong, d6i ndn,
mo trudng, trai tham, rong 3 dam, ciy to
thanh rirng, hoa nui dét gém, sém chiéu
may khoi béc 1én quin cudn, tuy nhod
nhung li tha. (...) thi nhan du khach két
doan 5,3 nguoi dén day mo tiéc thuong
hoa, nang chén quynh ma ngdm vinh, ngd
Xuéng chg bla doi thuong, bui bam xa
céch ra ngoai tim mit, that 12 mot noi dang
du lich va thudng ngoan” [5, tr.224]. C6 18
do nguoi Nam B ¢6 quan ni€m tu tai tam
la chinh, nén chua chién & day khong mang
vé uy nghi, to 16n nhu & Bic B6 va Trung
B6 ma thuong xen ldn, an minh trong
khong gian cay trai xinh twoi. Tac gia Bién
Ngii Nhy trong mot lan dén thim Dién Ba
ciing rat ngac nhién vi phong canh noi day
“thdt la twoi tot, hén chi thién ha dong
khen chon nay 1a danh san thang canh, nay
téi day moi biét rd 1a kinh lich vé cung,
chang biit ndo ma ta cdi quang canh dy ra
cho néi” (Tay Ninh Viing Tau du ki - Bién
Ngii Nhy)®.

Phat gido khi vao Nam B¢ khong
coOn mang trong minh nhiéu triét 1i cao siéu,
triru twong. Bang 10ng thuong ngudi bao
la, dao Phat khuyén con nguoi hdy tu nhan
dé tich dirc, ctru nhan do thé, 1am diéu 1anh
va tranh diéu ac: “Bi nhdn thiét tuéng cudc
du ngoan cia bi nhan ngd la co ich cho bi
nhan ma thdi, nao dé gap dip may ma ciu
ddang mot mang sanh linh ciing hon ldp bady
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Kiéng chUa dy vdy thi n con cé ich lay cho
dong chuong, nén bi nhan ldy lam ddc chi
lim!” (Nhan du ki sw - Phi Tuin Nang)®.

Tin vao phuc dic, nguoi Nam B
khuyén nhau hdy ¢ hién thi s& gap lanh, dn
& phic duc thi con chau sé¢ dugc nho. Do
d6, nhé dé duc lai cho con chéau 1a didu ma
hau hét nguoi dan Nam BO tim niém:
“Trong con ddt nhau khién hirmg, bi nhin
thwa v6i anh va rang: “Hién huynh c6
phiede ma ding bé thé Ién nhw vay ciing
nNén dn si qui dién, ma hé bé thé lon thi rat
dé ma dé on cho doi, tich dirc luu tai tir
ton, phai /am sao cho ai ndy dioc nho, méi
dirong danh w hdu thé” (Nhan du ki sw -
Ph( Tuén Ning)'.

Mong muén dem lai nhitng loi ich
chan chinh va thiét thuc nhit cho cong
dong 1a st ménh 16n lao cua Phat gido
Nam Bo. Nhu thé, Phat gido da gop phan
khoi day 10ng tric 4n trong mdi con nguoi
va hudng con ngudi vuon dén nhitng diéu
t6t dep nhat trong cudc song. Tat ca nhiing
didu d6 1a minh ching 16 rang nhét cho
tinh thin nhdp thé cao do cua phat gido
Nam B§. Va d6 cling 1a cau tra 101 sang to
nhat cho ciu hoi vi sao cho dén ngay nay,
du trai qua nhiéu thing tram bién d6i, Phat
gi4o van ludn 14 ton gido gin bod sau sic va
bén bi nhét trong tim thic clia nguoi Viét
o Nam Bo.

Bén canh viéc tho Phat thi tho Ba
cang 1a mot hién tugng kha doc déo trong
tin ngudng thd cung cua nguodi Viét Nam
Bo. Trong “Long Dién du ki”, tAc gia Phu
Tuin Ning ciing dd dé cap van dé nay:
“Miéu Ba cat d4 tham nién,/ Nguwoi don

miéu dy linh thiéng mdy doi...” (Long
Dién du ki - Ph( Tuin Nang)®.

Hién tuong tho Ba cia ngudi Nam
Bo 1a sy tiép ndi truyén thong thy miu
cua dan toc Viét Nam dong thoi co sy tiép
thu cac tin nguong méi dé tao nén sy hon
dung vin hoa kha dic sic: “Theo budc
duong Nam tién cia dan toc Viét, chia
Lidu dd tr Phu Gidy (Nam Dinh), Dén
Song (Thanh Ho6a) di vé phuong Nam, tam
dimg & dién Hon Chén (Hué) va gap ba Po
Nugar tai Nha Trang, gap ba Den (Linh
Son Thanh Mau) ¢ Tay Ninh va ba Chia
X & nai Sam, Chau Pdc... T4t ca cac ba
déu 1a mot Me duy nhat trong tam thiic cta
tin ngudng va tap tuc thd mau cia nguoi
Viét...” [10, tr.55]. “Méau co gbc tir Han
Viét, tiéng Viét 1a Me. Nghia ban dau, Mau
hay Me déu dé chi mot ngudi phu nir da
sinh ra mot ngudi nao do, 1a tiéng xung ho
ctia con ddi véi ngudi sinh ra minh. Ngoai
y nghia xung ho thong thuong, tr Mau va
Me con bao ham y nghia ton xung, ton
vinh, Chéng han nhu Me Au Co, Mau Liéu
Hanh, MAu nghi thién ha (...) 1a c&c vi than
linh gan lién v&i cac hién tugng thién
nhién, vi tru dugc nguoi doi gan cho chirc
nang sang tao, bao trg va che chd cho sy
séng cia con nguoi. D6 14 troi, dat, song
nudc, ring nui” [9, tr.29-31].

Giéng nhu tuc thd cung td tién, tin
ngudng thd Ba ciing thé hién long biét on
vd han cua nhan dan Nam B dbi véi su
phu hd do6 tri cua cac vi Thanh Mau, thé
hién dao 1i udng nudc nhd ngudn cua dan
toc Viét Nam. Hai trung tAm thd mau ndi
tiéng dugc dit o hai ngon nai cao nhit &
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Nam B¢ 1a Linh Son Thanh Mau ¢ nti Ba
Pen, tinh Tay Ninh va miéu Ba Chla Xt &
ndi Sam, tinh An Giang. Thai Hiru Thanh
mot 1an dén Chau Ddc d4 ghi lai: “Bén kia
dwong Xa Ton — Chdu Poc, xéo ngang
miéu mé cia Bio hé Thoai cé6 miéu Ba
Chua Xit. Trong miéu tho mét pho twong
l6n, ngodi phi nhiéu I6p do, dau ddi mi
hinh béng sen bang gidy, mdt ling nieée
son (...) ngdy nay twong dy thanh ba Chla
Xir va |l mét vi linh thanh doi véi nguwoi
Viét Nam. Hang nam dén ngdy 25-26-27
thing Tw ¢6 cudc 1é long trong ton kém.
S&u, bay ngan thién nam tin nir tir cdc tinh
Nam Ky va tdn Cao Mién, khong hen nhau,
déu nhé ngay dén @6 thanh kinh hanh
hirong dang cau phwéc cau i (Hai muwoi
lim ngay di im ddu ngwoi xwa - Khudng
Viét) [4, tr.962].

“Con Pién ba thi ¢ cdch chia Phdt
chung muwoi thude, ¢ thut vao trong, thich
buwe gép da to. (...)Trong Dién c6 thdy cot
ciia ba bang dong dé trong mét cdi ngai, ki
di th twong bang go, son son phét vang.
Khi nao c6 nhiéu nguwoi Ién cling, thi ngay
dém hwong khéi nghi ngit, chang khi ndo
dirt” (Tdy Ninh Viing Tau du ki - Bién
Ngii Nhy)®.

Khéng phai ngiu nhién ma nhan dan
Nam B0 lai chon noi thd hai Ba Chia linh
thiéng nhat ciia minh I hai ngon nui cao
nhat Nam Bo. Trong tiém thirc ciia ngudi
Viét, nii twong trung cho yéu té dwong,
noi sinh s6i phat trién. Con dbi véi nguoi
Viét Nam Bo, vi song trong mdi trudng
song nude ménh mong, yéu to 4m ning né
nén ho “cam thdy thiéu can bang, ho khao
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khat cai trén cao, khao khat nai” [1, tr.24];
do d6 ho chon nii lam noi tho cac Ba nhu
1a cach dé ho “thoa man dugce tam thic,
tam niém hai hoa am duong” [1, tr.24].

C6 thé thay tho Ba Ia hién tuong c6
tam anh huong hét sic sau rong trong doi
séng nhan dan noi ving dat méi. Dé dua ra
loi giai dap cho hién tugng “a&m thinh
duong suy” nay, Nguyén Ping Duy da
viét: “Nhung mat khac, ciing lai thiy nguoi
Viét vao day, cai khong gian quanh nam
day (va thira thdi) ning néng, nén con
nguoi lai khao khat cai ém diu, mat mé.
Bai thé, triét 1i 4m sinh dugc manh mé phét
trién & nguoi Viét Nam Bo. Ngoai nhiing
miéu tho Mau (&m) ndi tiéng (...), thuong
gia dinh ndo ciing c6 miéu thd ba chia Xu
(&m) ¢ trong sén, vuon cdc nha bé trén
sdng ciing ¢6 cdy huong tho ba chda Xu ¢
khoang san...” [1, tr.25].

Théo Ba ciing bat ngudn tir niém tin
thiéng liéng vé biéu tugng me, thé hién udc
mo, khat vong vé su sinh s6i nay nd, am
no, hanh phuc. Ngay tir nhitng ngay dau
khai thién lap dia, dan toc Viét Nam da goi
gam khat vong nay trong cau chuyén than
thoai vé Me Au Co sinh ra trim tring. Di
V6i cu dan nong nghiép thi dat va nude 1a
hai yéu t6 quan trong nhat. Tur lau, dat,
nudc cling voi ciy laa da tro thanh biéu
tuong linh thiéng trong tdm thac cia nguoi
Viét noi chung, nguoi Viét Nam B nodi
riéng. Dat, nudc va lda dugc nhan dan ton
sung thanh Me Dat, Me Nudc, Me Lua,
mang trong minh tinh @m ty nhién dac
trung cho nén vin minh ndng nghiép lua
nude & ving nhiét déi gié mua. Vé van dé
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nay Tran Ngoc Thém c¢6 nhan dinh kha sau
sdc: “Viéc dong thoi phu thudc vao nhidu
yéu té khéc nhau cua ty nhién dan dén hau
qua trong linh vyc tu duy 1a 16i tu duy tong
hop; va trong linh vyc tin ngudng la tin
ngudng da than. Tinh chat &m tinh caa vin
h6a néng nghiép dan dén hau qua trong
linh vuc quan hé x& hoi 12 16i séng thién vé
tinh cam, trong phu n@, va trong linh vyuc
tin ngudng la tinh trang lan tran cac na
than. VA Vi céi dich ma nguoi Viét Nam
huéng toi 1a sw phdn thye, cho nén nit than
cua ta khong phai la céc c6 gai tré dep, ma
la cac Ba Me, cac Mau™ [8, tr.194].

Thd Ba nhu 13 cach dé nhan dan
Nam B¢ hudng dén diéu thién, diét trir diéu
ac, dac biét dbi véi nguoi phy nir, tho Ba
con la cach dé ho tyu gido duc va hoan thién
nhan cdch cua chinh minh. Trong hoan
canh phai d6i dau véi qua nhiéu nhirng kho
khin noi viing dat méi, nguoi Vit Nam B
c6 nhu cau duoc bao vé, chd che. Do do,
viéc ton cac Ba Ién thanh Thanh Mau ciing
la nhim thoa man khat vong hoa binh,
hanh phuc 4y.

Trén con dudng tim Kiém mot chd
dwa tam linh, cong dong cu dan nguoi Viét
Nam B¢ trong thud ban dau d& co nhimng
sdng tao tin ngudng maGi mé trén co so cua
nhitng giao luu van hoa va tin ngudng
truyén thong. Pao Cao Pai la mot trong
nhitng san phém cua su sang tao éy. Trong
mot lan di choi bién, Triic Phong d4 quan
st va thdy rang: “Ma mét diéu rit ngé 1a ¢
ddy ho ¢6 dao Cao PAi hét ca (..) O Hon
Ngh¢, ngoai 10 cdi gia dinh theo dao Cao
Pai, cOn Mot chd cé ké theo dao Phdt tu

hanh” (Tét choi bién - Trac Phong) [7,
tr.300].

Dao Cao DPai ra doi la két qua tat yéu
ctia qua trinh giao lyu vin hoa ciing nhu 16i
séng bao dung, coi mg va tinh cach phong
khoang, thyc té cia nguoi Nam Bo. Do
ciing 1a két qua caa qué trinh tim kiém mot
chd dya tam linh hi¢u qua nhat cia nguoi
dan Sai Gon - Gia binh trong hanh trinh
chinh phuc ving dat méi. Déi véi nguoi
Viét Nam B, dao phai gan lién voi doi, do
d6 né phai mang tinh thyc tién. Trong bdi
canh Nam Bo dang chiu su théng tri cua
ngoai bang, cudc sdng cia con ngudi 1am
vao con bi cuc, chiu nhiéu khd dau bé tic,
thi viéc “ho dén véi ton gido 1a dé di tim
niém tin thiéng liéng ma&i, huéng dan ho
hanh dong giai thoat cho hién thuc cuoc
song day bat cong kho cuc” [1, tr.46].

Néu nhu dao Phat, dao Thién Chua,
hay dao Hoi... chua thoa méan dugc nhu
cau buc thiét dy cua nguoi dan Nam Bo thi
su ra doi cua dao Cao Dai la mot lya chon
hop |i trong hoan canh nay. Pao Cao DPai
coi moi ton gido déu tot ca nén chu truong
tho phung nhiéu nhan vat caa nhiéu ton
gi4o khac nhau. Phan I6n cac tin diéu cua
dao Cao Pai 1a vay muon, hon dung tur
gido i cua Nho, Phat, L&o va ca cua Gia to
gi4o tir phuong Tay. Tét ca nhiing su vay
muon d6 1a nhim muc dich théa man khat
vong vé mot qubc gia doc lap, ¢ chu
quyén. Vi muén lam chu cudc doi minh
nén dao Cao Pai dd cd nhitng hoat dong
nhiam khoi day tinh thin yéu nudéc, chong
ngoai bang, giai phéng dan toc. Bao Cao
Dai ¢4 dem dén cho nguoi binh dan Nam
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Bo mot triét Ii sdng gan giii voi hién thuc
chir khdng phai 1a nhitng triét i cao siéu,
diéu voi. Qua d6 c6 thé thay con ngudi tran
tuc va con nguoi ton gido cua nguoi Viét
Nam Bo xwa dan xen va tac dong 1an nhau
lam nén nét dac sic riéng cho tin ngudng
noi nay.

Dan toc Viét Nam c6 cau: “séng vé
md vé ma, ai sbng vé ca bat com”; do vay,
khi n6i vé tin ngudng tam linh ctua nguoi
Viét Nam B0 ciing can phai nhic toi tin
ngudng tho clng to tién. Picu nay duoc
Bién Ngii Nhuy ghi rd trong ldc du ngoan
¢ Tay Ninh, Viing Tau: “Ngay 30 va mung
mét, gii theo né nép cii, & nha ciing ruéc
ong ba mang xuan nhit lam girong cho gia
quyén, vi xét minh chua phdi buec van minh,
ma da vuot Khéi tuc xwa 161 cil” (Tay
Nink Viing Tau du ki - Bién Ngii Nhy)™.

C6 thé n6i, tho cling to tién la truyen
thong lau doi ciia nguoi Viet Nam, nd xuét
phét tir tinh cam tu nhién, thiéng liéng nhat
cia mdi con ngudi: “Y niém thiéng liéng
hang dau trong tho cling to tién 1a thé hien
nép sdng dao duc udng nudc nhé nguon,
con chau nhé vé t6 tong, dng ba cha me d&
sinh thanh gdy dung nén cudc doi cho
minh ca V& thé xac, linh hon, va kha ning
kinh té...” [2, tr.182]. Trong budi dau khai
pha, nguoi Viét Nam Bo rat can sic manh.
Stc manh 4y bao ham ca siac manh vat
chat 13n stc manh tinh than. Néu nhu sirc
manh vét chat dua trén tinh than doan két
thi sicc manh tinh than lai dya vao niém tin.
Trong hanh trinh day gian khé, luu dan tin
rang linh hon cua nhitg nguoi di trudc van
dang hién dién dau day, van dang vong vé
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trong sy tinh ling tham su dé theo doi,
nang do tung budc chan cia nguoi o lai.

Tho cling t6 tién (con co tén goi khéac
1a Pao Ong Ba) tir 1au dugc xem nhu mot
thir ton giao. Th ton gido thiéng liéng dac
biét 4y dwoc nhan dan rat ton sting va ludn
c¢b gang truyén day cho con chéau: “Té tién
con rang phung tho/ Mdy loi me bao ngay
gio ché quén”. Piéu do duoc thé hién rd
qua cai cach nguoi Viét Nam Bo dat ban
tho gia tién & cai noi trang trong nhét, danh
nhirng moén an ngon nhat, tinh khiét nhat dé
dang Ién 6ng ba. Du ki ciing khong quén
ghi lai cai tuc 18 tot dep ay cua ngudi Viét
Nam Bo:

“Mong 5 thang 5, ¢6 banh trang goi
bcl?ng l& mdt cdt, bon goc nhuw banh u, nén
¢6 ngueoi kéu bang bdanh i nwéc tro Vi nép
trwéc phdi ngdm nedc tro méi dwoe. Dén
ngay mung nam thdang nam la ngay chanh,
cO nhiéu ngwoi ban I thom dé rdc trudéc
cira ngd, dy 1 ¢é tuc ciia ngwoi Nam”.

“Muoi m¢t thang mot la ngay Pong
chi; chg khong béan thiz banh nado hét, vi
nha nao ciing vé y hay lam banh tréi nuwoc
dang cing” (Canh vgt Ha Tién - Bong HO,
Nguyén Vin Kiém) [7, tr.538].

Ngay cing ngay gid luén dugc nhé
tgi va thuc hién nghiém tlc bang tat ca su
thanh kinh, tran trong. Khéng cu la ngay
gid ma trong céc dip I8, tét, hay nhitng dip
quan trong nhu cudi xin, sinh con dé
chau... nguoi Nam B¢ ciing khong quén
lam mam com cing 6ng ba dé mong ong
ba phu ho cho con chdu. Con trong ngay
thuong, viéc clng gid ciing duoc thuc hién
déu dan vao cac ngay mong mot (ngay
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s6c), ngdy ram (ngay vong) nhu la mot
c&ch duy tri soi day lién lac gitta 6ng ba &
cOi am vai con chau ¢ cBi duong.

Tin ngudng thd cling dng ba t6 tién
mang chiéu sau tam linh “Con nguoi c6 t6
co tong/ Nhw cdy co coi nhuw song co
nguon”, dé lai mot gié tri van hoa vinh ciu
lam nén tang virng chic dé nang budc con
chau doi sau. Do vay, ta hiéu dugc mot
khia canh tét dep trong doi sbng tam linh
cua nguoi Viét Nam B0, do6 la cai “tam li
nang no an tinh véi qué cha dat t6 van lubn
chi phdi suy nghi va hanh dong cua ké tha
huwong (...), van khat khao gin giit nhitng
gi& tri vin hoa cua to tién” [11,tr.202].

Tin ngudng thd cung to tién tuy la
truyén thong lau doi cia ngudi Viét Nam
nhung khi vao dén Nam B¢ tin ngudng nay
d4 duoc tai cu trdc lai. Trong quan niém
cua nguoi Nam B9, tho cing nhirng nguoi
d4 khuét khong chi goi gon trong méi quan
hé than toc nhu 6ng ba cha me, ma con mo
rong ra voi nhitng nguoi da hi sinh trong
céng cudc chinh phuc ving dat méi. Vi
vay, to tién ddi v6i nguoi Viet Nam Bo 13
mot khai niém rat rong. Va trong tam i ty
nhién cua con nguoi, khi da vuot 1én khoi
nhitg kho khin tric tro dé tao dyng nén
mot cudc séng yén lanh thi lai nay sinh y
thirc biét on nhitng thé luc siéu nhién d&
gitip d& minh, va “y thic biét on nay co
sic hit ty nguyeén to 16n, khong gi c6 thé
ngan can nguoi ta hanh dong tra nghia on
sau nay” [2, tr.17]. Chinh y thuc ay d& gop
phan x4c lap nguyén tic lam ngudi ciing
nhu nhitng chuan muc dao duc trong xa
hoi. Trong du ki Nam Bo, nhitng trang viét

vé CAC Vi anh hing xwa, nhitng nguoi d4 c6
cong khai pha viing dat hoang vu thanh noi
sam uat, trén bén dudi thuyén nay ludn 1am
cho nguoi doc xuc dong baoi tao duoc céi
khi vi hoai c:

“Nhdc dén doan lich sir ndy, ta khong
thé quén mét nhdn vit, md hon thiéng
khéng bao gio roi khoi Vinh Long thanh.
Nhan vdat do la quan Kinh luoc sic Phan
Thanh Gidn, mét tam gwong trung liét ruc
ré mudn doi, mot tinh than khi phéch ciia
nhan ddan Viét Nam. Chdu thanh Vinh Long
ngay nay mi lé nguy nga voi cong vién twoi
dep, dwong thang cdy cao, ldu dai pho xd
doc ngang, cho bua tcfp ndp, xe tau ron rip.
Nao dau ddu cua thanh xwa gita nhitng
cong trinh méi mé dy? Bdi vdy viéc tra im
c6 phan khé khin; nhung c¢é khé méi cé
vui vi khi thanh cong mai duoc tin huong
si thoéa thich cia tinh than” (Hai muwoi
lam ngay di im ddu ngwoi xua - Khudng
Viet) .

“Ong Mac Thién Tich lo gido hoa
cho nhan dan, chiéu m¢ nhitng nguoi tai
gici, vira nguwoi Nam vira nguoi Tau dé
dem cdi 1é nghi van héa ma ban bé cho
dan gian. Ong ldp ra mét thi dan goi Ia
Chiéu Anh Cac dé nho dirc thanh Khong
Phu Ti va ruwde nhitng thi ba van hao anh
hang chi si ca thay duoc mwoi tam nguoi,
ong dat 1a thdp bat anh. Ngwoi gidi nghé
van, ngueoi gici nghé vo, nguoi thi vin vo
toan tai ma cd thday deu 1a anh hing l&
vdn” (Cdanh vt Ha Tién - Dong HO,
Nguyén Vin Kiém) [7, tr.546].

Lich sir Nam Bo gin lién véi nhiing
con ngudi di mé ¢i. Pé co duge mot ving
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dat Nam B thinh vuong va tri phu, khong
it nguoi d4 ngd xudng. Tur d6 dan hinh
thanh nén y thic biét on sau ning cua con
chau d6i v6i cha éng. Dic biét nhitng bac
tién hién c6 cong khai pha, dung lang, git
nude nhu: Mac Ciru, Nguyén Hitu Canh,
Thoai Ngoc Hau... luon duoc nguoi dan
Nam B¢ t6n sting thanh than va tho phung
trong nhitng khong gian hét suc thiéng
liéng. Hoat dong tho cling nay dién ra trén
khap ving d¢at Nam Bo va n6 tré thanh nhu
cau tam linh cua tit ca moi nguoi. Thim
thd va dang hwong twong nhé nhirng vi
anh huing 13 hanh dong thudng thay trong
du ki Nam Bo:

“Luc nho, gio s ki lop du bi, nhin
birc hinh vé dirc Qudn cbng V6 Tanh, binh
than ngai tir tiét trén dong lira lau bét giéc,
long tdi b kich thich rdt sau xa. Cuing mgt
chét véi thanh va cho dén cai mirc cuoi
cung phdn chia hai dwong sinh tu cing
khdng mudn cho dich quan nhin thay mat
minh. TOi dinh ninh mgt ngay kia sé tim
dén mé cua qudn céng d@é nhin chon ngan
ndam yén nghi Cia ngai, dé hdp thé déi hoi
khi vi thiéng liéng cua ngai cho phi long
kinh mg” (Viéng mg hgu quan V6 Tanh -
Thiéu Son) [3, tr.835].

Hang niam, dé cang cd thém niém tin,
tang thém tinh doan két va nhic nho con
chau nhé vé coi nguodn, ngudi dan Nam Bo
d4 c6 nhitng hoat dong tam linh nhim tén
vinh, biéu dwong cac vi Tién hién khai
khan, Hau hién khai co, lap nén su
nghiép 16n lao trong budi dau khai hoang
ving dat mai:

“Ngay nay la ngay héi quy té Lang
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Ong lgi c6 cuge dién xuwéng mét lan trong
ba nam theo thwong 1é vay” (Viéng ling
ong Td Quan Lé - T. L.)*2.

C6 I& nguoi dan Nam Bo hiéu rang
“Poi séng tam linh 1a cai nén viing chéi
nhat cua mdi quan hé cong ddng lang x&”
[2, tr.12] nén ho d& hudng Vé t6 tién vai tat
ca su thanh kinh, tran trong:

“Sau lang mé ¢6 den the, nghi twong
trang nghiém, khoi hwong ngudi ngut ndao
nguwoi diéu 1é bai, ké sau nguoi truéc, quy
lay chen chic nhau. Ong trai biét bao
nhiéu thé lgn &c ta, sao doi vdt doi, trong
vong hon mét tram nam, ma khi thiéng con
thodng vang ¢ dat nay, trong thdy ma khién
cho ai chang chgnh long trong voi co
quoc” (Viéng ling 6ng Ta Quan Lé - T.
L=

Trong tirng hanh dong cua nguoi dan
Nam B ta thdy dugc su tu nguyén say sua
bang ca Ii tri 1an tinh cam:

“Nghi lai, mgt dung anh hung hao
Kiét, kinh trung dai nghia thi ddu cho dan
nao nuwdC NAo cung mot long sung ba ki
niém giong nhau khéng bao gio ma mai
mét dwoc” (Viéng ling éng Ta Quan Lé -
T. LM

Pung trudc dén thd caa cac vi anh
linh, nguoi dan Nam Bo khéng khoi tu hao
va tir trong sau tham, ho tin rang linh hon
ctia c&c Vi van dang lan khuat dau day nhu
muén chang kién timg hanh dong, viéc lam
cua con chau:

“Mgt luong gi6 thodng qua, thong
vit 18n ém &i, tram hung, khién cho khach
du ring minh, tirong hon thiéng ciia nguoi
xua nhw cOn quyén dau dé” (Vieng mé
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hgu quan V6 Tanh - Thiéu Son) [3,
tr.836].

Tho than hay tho té tién thi muc dich
cudi cling ciing 1a thé hién 1ong biét on sau
ning d6i véi dbi tuong duoc thy cung va
ddng thoi mong moi 6ng ba, than thanh
phu hd cho nhén dan dugc binh yén, manh
khoe va ciing khong quén diét trir nhirng ké
tham quan 0 lai dang nhiéu hai nhan dan:

“Long thanh mét tdm, dét mgt nén
hieong, dirng trude dén the cii lung bon
lay, vai oan hon ngai linh thiéng con
thoang vang, ngai hdy ché dung nhing
loai gian ninh khoé sanh truong o trong bo
cdi Nam bang, n6 lam cho réi cai dan tgc
ta, gan hai muoi triéu dong bao ta vi ching
n6 ma nay con chim dgm! Ong Ta Quan 6i,
khi thiéng 6ng van con doi, xin 6ng nhé
dén giong noi Viét Nam” (Viéng ling éng
Td Quan Lé-T. L)

3. Du ki Nam B d4 g6p phan vé nén
mot buc tranh vin héa méi la, doc ddo vé
vung d4t Nam Bo. Pic trung van hoa Nam
B6 14 vin hoa séng nudc va tiép bién cac
yéu t6 vin héa cua céc toc nguoi khac
nhau tao nén nét dac thu riéng vira la ma
vira quen, vira tuong dong nhung ciing vira
khéc biét véi van hoéa coi ngudn Bic,

Trung Bo. Trong du ki Nam Bo nira dau
thé ki XX, ta chiang kién mot doi séng vin
hoa v6 cung phong phu, trong d6 van hoa
tin ngudng, ton gido dong mot vai tro vo
cung quan trong... Tuy nhién, van hoa la do
con ngudi tao ra nén thong qua van hoa ay
ta s& thiy hinh anh con nguoi hién Ién va
mang ddy di nhitng dic trung vin héa cia
vung dat Nam Bo.

Chi bang vai nét cham pha, du ki
Nam Bo da khic hoa that chan thuc, sinh
dong nhitng pham chat cao quy cua chu
nhian ving dit phuong Nam niy. D6 1a
nhirng con ngudi ¢ tim long nhan hau,
bao dung, khang khai, trong nghia khinh
tai, biét hi sinh vi cong dong... Chinh nho
nhitng tinh cam dac biét danh cho ving dat
Nam Bo6 ndy ma nhimng nha du ki d& khic
hoa rat chan thyc hinh anh dat va nguoi
Nam Bo6. Nam Bo hién Ién trong méit moi
nguoi that gan giii, than thuong. Va quan
trong hon hét, du ki Nam Bo d& gop mot
phan khéng nho vao qué trinh nhan dién
van héa Nam B¢ trong dong chay chung
ctia van hoa Viét Nam, gép phan khoi day
tinh yéu qué huong, dat nuéc. Sgi day
doan két, gan bo giira cAc viing mién vi thé
s& cang thém thit chat.
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