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TOM TAT
Chia Gidc Vién la mét di tich kién tric duoc tén tao vao khodng dau thé ki XIX tai Thanh
phé H6 Chi Minh (TPHCM). Céc bao lam cham khdc ¢ chia Gide Vién la mét cong trinh nghé
thudt tiéu biéu, mang ddu dn dan téc ré nét, kha dién hinh vé mi thudt ¢ vimg ddat phirong Nam. Do
do, viéc nghién ciru, phé bién va bdao ton von quy nghé thudt dan téc la diéu can thiét va cdp bach
doi v6i moi chiing ta trong giai doan hién nay.
Tir khéa: nghé thuat trang tri, cham khéc, khé qua, méng cAu.
ABSTRACT
The art of fresco in doors at Giac Vien Pagoda in Ho Chi Minh city
Located in Ho Chi Minh city, Giac Vien pagoda is an architectural relic embellished at
about the beginning of the 19" century. The fresco-painted doors carved at the pagoda are typical
works of art and bear clear traditional marks, typical in the South of Vietnam. Conducting
research, popularizing and preserving this traditional art is essential and imperative for Vietnam

nowadays.

Keywords: the art of fresco, carving, bitter melon, soursop.

1.  Ditvéan dé

Vi dién tich ty nhién 2093 km2, dac
diém dia li da phan 1 séng nuéc, TPHCM
hién c6 khoang gan mét nghin ngdi chia,
trong do6 co6 sau ngdi chua Viét duoc nha
nudc xép hang di tich kién trac - nghé
thuat cdp Quéc gia: Giac Lam, Giac Vién,
Sic tir Truong Tho, Hoi Son, Phung Son,
Phuéc Tuong. Sau ngdi chua nay dugc
hinh thanh vao khoang nim 1741 dén 1818
tai Nam B§. Ngoai gia tri vé vin hoa, tin
ngudng, di tich nay con gian voi nhiing
dién tich lich sir dan toc trén ving dat Nam
Bo tir ngay dau mo cdi. Cac ngdi chua an
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chira trong minh nhitng gid tri ngh¢ thuat
v6i khuynh hudéng dan gian dam nét, doc
d4o, duge biéu hién sinh dong qua mi thuat
rat can dugc quan tAm nghién ctru, giai ma.

DPic diém cua da sb chua Viét tai
phuong Nam duogc xay dung trén cac go
cao, thuong an minh dudi nhitng I0m cay,
hudng ra mat song, rach. Kién trdc bén
ngoai c¢6 vé khiém nhudng, nhung bén
trong, cach bai tri tuong va trang tri cham
khic lai khién ngudi xem choing ngop,
boi: “Nghé thugt chgm khdc g6 TPHCM
dirgc hinh thanh va phat trién nhir su tiép
noi lién tuc cia nghé thudr diéu khac
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truyen thong cua dan tgc. Nghé thuds cham
khac gé tir Trung, Bdc la nén tang chinh
yéu dé tir 36, qua nhing chgng dwong phét
trién vé sau, do nhiing diéu kién lich sir cu
thé cua xir dé héi ma thau thai thém nhing
tinh hoa tir nhiing nguon khdc dé ting
budc xac ldp cai riéng cua dia phuwong”
[15, tr.570]. Nhitng nghién ciru cho thiy
ngh¢ thuat trang tri bao lam tai chua Giac
Vién duoc danh gia 1a rat dep. Qua khao
sat thyc té tai di tich, chung t6i budc dau
dit van dé can nghién ctru siu, giai ma va
phat hi¢n nhitng gia tri ngh¢ thuat dan gian
Nam B6 ¢ mot sb do an trang tri bao lam
tai day. Viéc khang dinh gia tri nghé thut,
ddc dao tai ngdi chua Viét vung Nam Bo
nay nham nang cao y thirc trach nhiém cua
cong ddng d6i voi viée bao vé, phat huy
gia tri cua di tich.

2. Bao lam chua giac vién

Noi dén mi thuat chiia & TPHCM tir
thé ki X VIII dén dau thé ki XIX thi phai ké
dén cac cong trinh cham khic gb ma noi
bat 1a khic bao lam (ctra vong) than vong,
bao lam trang, ké cham... Riéng ¢ chua
Giac Vién, nghé thuét trang tri bao lam rét
tiéu biéu.

Chua Giac Vién dugc xay dung trong
thoi gian trung tu chua Gidc Lam vao
khoang nam 1798, tién than chua 1a mot
am nho thudng goi 1a “Quan Am Cac”, day
14 noi tap két gd (theo dudng thuy) dé xay
dung chua Giac Lam. Chua Giac Vién
hudng ra rach Ong Buong, cho dén nay chi
con lai mot it ddu tich cua con rach do.
Nam Canh Tuit doi Ty Puc (1850), Quan
Am Céac duoc tring tu ning cdp va doi tén
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thanh chua Giac Vién, tir d6, qua nhiéu lan
trung tu, Giac Vién c6 quy mo6 nhu hién
nay.

Trong chua Gidc Vién, ngoai 153
tugng gd, dong, d4 va gdm... con co rat
nhiéu bao lam cham khic tinh xéo, c6 gia
tri vé van hoa, lich st va ngh¢ thuét. Theo
thong ké cua Bao tang Cach mang
TPHCM, chua Giac Vién c¢6 gan 60 bao
lam trang tri doc ddo. Vi sd lugng bao
lam mang gid tri nghé thuét nhu vy, tai
TPHCM, hau nhu khong cé chia nao vuot
qua chiia Giac Vién. Nhung theo thong ké
moi nhit cua ching toi vao ngay 20-10-
2016, téng s6 bao lam hién co tai chua
Giac Vién chi con 55 cai, bén canh d6 mot
it bao lam bi hu hong do thoi gian, bi anh
huong khi mot phan gian tho bi sap dang
dugc tu bo. Trong s6 55 bao lam trang tri
con lai, c6 17 bao lam vé dé tai Phat gido
va 38 bao lam thé hién cdy c6 mudng thu
déac trung cua Nam Bd. Tai chinh dién c6 9
bao lam, Hau T ¢6 5 bao lam, khu giang
kinh Phat ¢6 23 bao lam, Tay lang c6 9 bao
lam (trong d6 c6 2 bao lam khong cham
thung), Pong lang c6 9 bao lam. Toan bo
bao lam tai chua Giac Vién déu do nhém
tho Cau Ong Thin va nhém thg Dinh Vin
Duc (thuong goi la nghé nhan Sau Duyc)
tao tac kéo dai sudt méy chuc nam méi
hoan tat. Chuia Giac Vién da trai qua ba lan
tu bo 1on (1958, 1961, 1962), ¢6 bd sung
cac cong trinh kién tric cling nhu cham
khic bao lam va hién nay dang trong giai
doan duge thao d& dé dai trung tu.

Vé ndi dung caa gan 60 bao lam nay,
ta c6 thé thay cac do an déu mang dé tai
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dién tich Phat gido, truyén thuyét va tin
ngudng dan gian hay miéu td canh vat
thién nhién ban dia. Bao lam néi vé dé tai
Phat gido chu yéu cham khic rong, phung,
La han cudi thu, bat biu... Trong dé tai
nay, bao lam Thap bat La Han thugng ki
tht duoc nhéc téi nhu mot tac phim nghé
thuat cham khéc c6 gid tri ngh¢ thuat cao,
gom hai bg, bo thtr nhét c6 2 bao lam dit &
chinh dién, gitra 2 bao lam nay la bao lam
B4 diéu, bo bao lam thir hai dat ¢ Nha Trai
(noi giang kinh Phat). B bao lam ¢ chinh
dién da duogc cac nha nghién ciru Huynh
Ngoc Trang, D6 Duy Ngoc miéu ta, giai
mi biéu tugng, ki thuat tao tac... trong
cudn Pia chi van héa TPHCM. Bao lam
Thap bat La Han thuong ki thu doc déo o
ki thuat cham long va khéi tron, & cach
dién ta 18 vi La Han ngéi & tu thé chan co,
chan dudi va cudi thi. Mdi vi lai cudi mot
con thii khac nhau va trén tay mdi vi cam
modt vat twgng trung tinh cach nhu chuy,
canh, khoen, chap chda, thanh gb nhu thé
bai, binh hoa, céy ray tai... Trang phuc cac
vi theo quy chuan giéng nhau nhung do
cach tao hinh di€u luyén cta ngh¢ nhan da
lam cho tic pham tré nén khong don diéu.
Xen k€ cac vi La Han la tung, bach va cay
cbi tao thanh mot bd cuc chit ché, véi cach
dién ta gﬁn nhu that, khong cach diéu. Pac
biét, bao lam Thap bat La Han tai chinh
dién da thoat ra khoi khudn phép cua quy
chudn mau muc xwa. Thuong cic vi La
Han cudi cac con linh vat, nhung & bao
lam nay lai cudi cac con vat dugce coi la rat
binh thuong nhu heo, dé, trau, bo... thé
hi¢n mét cach nghi phong khoang va hai

hudc trong tim hon ngudi Viét ¢ ving dét
moi.

Trong dé tai dan gian, Bao lam “Ba
diéu” duoc nhic téi trong cubn Pia chi vin
hoéa TPHCM la bao lam dugc nghé nhén st
dung ki thuét cham Iong thé hién 94 con
chim céc loai tir loai cao quy dén loai binh
thuong, ddy ciing 1a bao lam thé hién sb
chim nhiéu nhat & Nam Bo. O bao lam B4
diéu, nghé nhan két hop nhitng gidng chim
dic trung cia mién Nam nhu le le, boi
c4... vao tac pham. Vi s6 chim, cay cdi
nhiéu nhung bao lam khong gy cam giac
nang né ma van nhe nhang, luén dan mét
ngudi xem di tir bat ngd ndy qua sy ngd
ngang khac. Cac chi tiét thé hién dic diém
cia ting loai chim, cach thé hién trau
chudt, ti mi nhung khong khd cing, ning
né. Pay 1a mot tac pham thoat ra ngoai sy
rang budc khudn khé dinh sin cia trang tri
chua thoi nha Nguyén. Tac pham nay duoc
cép riéng mot béng xac nhan ki luc Viét
Nam s6 462/KLVN/2007, thoi diém xéc
lap: 30-11-2007, voi ki luc “Chua Giéc
Vién, ngéi chiia c¢é bao lam bdch diéu lom
nhat Viét Nam”. Hé théng bao lam tai chua
Giac Vién véi “Nhing bao lam cé gia tri
nghé thudt cao la: bao lam Thdp badt La
Hdn, bao lam Bd diéu, bao lam hinh sen
chai, bao lam Ngu tiéu canh déc ¢ Péong
lang, bao lam khi bdt chim ¢ Tay lang”
[14, tr.5-6], phong phii v& thé loai, vé noi
dung va nhiéu tac phim mang rd phong
cach thudn Viét. Co thé noi, diy la hé
thong bao lam c6 gi4 tri cao vé mat nghé
thuét, 1a von quy vé mi thuat co.

Ngoai cac bao lam “Thép bat La Han
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thugng ki thu”, “Ba di¢u” cung nhiing bao
lam khac mang cac d6 4n dién tich c6 tinh
truyén thong, & chua Giac Vién con co
nhitng bao lam c¢6 céac d6 an cach tan, khac
la, thé hién tin ngudng, vin hoa dan gian
viing mién. No6i bat 1a cac bao lam ding
nhiéu hinh tuong trai Mang cau xiém va
Kho qua. Viéc xem xét hai tic pham nay
vé nghé thuat, vé ndi dung va giai ma
thong diép ma nghé nhan xua mudn
chuyén tai qua tac pham mi thuat 1a rat can
thiét d6i voi ngudi nghién ciru nghé thuat.
O Pong lang (hanh lang Pong) c6
mot bao lam cham 19ng, trén bao lam co
téng cong 26 trai ming cau dang ddi, moi
bén 13 trai 16n nho duoc sip xép thanh
timg cip hai, ba trai, lién két véi nhau bang
hoa tiét canh cdy 16n nho va la ming cau,
xen 1an muoi con cd bd tri riéng biét thanh
cap dbi xtmg nhau mdi bén 5 con, con déu,
con tung canh chuan bi bay, con dang bay.
Phia dudi bao lam mdi bén c6 hai ting da.
O than cdy moc tir tang da trén, tang da
dudi c6 mot vi ngu phu dang trong tu thé
cti, nén deo sau lung, dau quan khin, phia
sau tang da 1a gio c4, nhan vat dugc trang
tri nit thit vai ngang bung, quan xan 1én
gin ngang dau gbi, mot tay ndm ho dua ra
sau, con tay kia dua ra phia trudc véi hai
ngén tay chi thang trong khi cac ngén khac
nam lai nhu cir chi lam phép cho mot chi
co dang vuon hai canh 1én, dau guc xudng
dat. O trung tdm bao lam 1 hinh hoa cuc
16n cach di€u, dudi cung 1a hinh hoa van
trang tri kiéu bé d& c6 cham 14 cach diéu.
V6i phong cach thé hién vira cach
di€u vira ta thuc, phﬁn thé hién noi dung
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chinh mang tinh ta thyc, trong khi d6 cac
hoa tiét trung tdm phia trén va phan két cua
hai bén canh ga bao lam duogc cach di€u
theo phong cach truyén théng. Toan bo bd
cuc chuyén dong udn luon 1én trén va tir
hai bén chay tu vao giira trung tam cua bao
lam. Cac khoang trd thing duoc nghé nhan
b6 tri khéo 1éo, 16n nhé khéc nhau. Céc
mang trang tri ciing c6 su thay d6i vé hinh
dang, than cdy bd tri hop li nham muc dich
lién két cic mang trang tri v khoang trong
cham thung. Viéc sip xép khoang trong
phia trén nhiéu, phia dudi it, tao cam giac
chic chin va din mit nguoi xem tir dudi
1€n, cang Ién cao cam giac cang nhe nhang,
bay bong. Cac hoa tiét cham khic kha chi
tiét, ti mi nhu cac canh, mit, mé va Véy &
chin con c¢o dugc thé hién rd. Khong
nhiing vay, cac than, canh, 14 con rd ca chi
tiét gan 14, mat, mau cua than cdy. Trén trai
ming cau, nghé nhan thé hién cac gai,
cubng va than hinh cong theo cac huéng
khac nhau va rat dugc chu y vé mat mi
thuat. Cac trai mang cau ciing thay ddi vé
kich thudc 16n, nho khac nhau, trai chim
sAu vao trong, tréi 16i hin ra ngoai tao mot
khéng gian mo trong trang tri.

V&i tat ca cac thu phap nghé thuat
nhu trén di néu, nghé nhin mudn tap trung
thé hién ré ¥ nghia minh mubn biéu dat,
thé hién mot hinh anh séng dong vé cudc
séng ving dong qué. Su céch tan thé hién
trong viéc sit dung hinh tugng trdi mang
cau dé dién ta nhitng trai cdy than quen
trong cudc sdng hang ngay, gin bo véi doi
thuong, khac xa cac loai trai cy trong dién
tich cac d6 an truyén thong nhu hru, dao...
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Y nghia ciia trdi mang cau xuit hién trong
mam ngii qua ngay tét ctia ngudi dan Nam
B ciing mang y nghia nhu nhitng diéu ma
nghé nhan mudn chuyén tai trong bao lam
dic biét nay. Hoa tiét vi ngu phu véi con
cd goi cho ngudi xem hinh anh rit doi
thuong, dan di, dong thoi thé hién sy gin
két gitra con nguoi vai thién nhién.

Sau gian chinh dién, sat ctra sau cua
khu nha Trai (khu gidang kinh Phat) 1a mot
bao lam dai 3,5m, cao 2,5m va ban rong
0,25m. Mbi bén bao lam trang tri 13 trai
khé qua, tong cong ca bao lam la 26 trai.
Céc trai dugc sip xép khi thi don 1¢, khi
thanh cdp hai trai, ba trdi, xen k& la cay
trac va canh trac. Cang Ién trén cac dot
trac lai cang ngdn lai. Trén canh tric, bén
nhitng trai kho qua, 14 trac, 1a kho qua la
nhitng con chim. Mdi bén 9 con, tong cong
18 con c6 dang dip sinh dong, con dau,
con thi bay hodc xde canh. Phan trung tim
dugc trang tri hai trai khd qua dugc sap
xép dang ddi trén nén chum 14, tao thanh
mot d6 an dep tai trung tdm cua bao lam.

Nghé nhén sip xép cac cum la trlc,
14 cay khd qua xen ké& tao nén bd cuc hoa
quyén, cac nét cham khic tinh xao, co
nhirng canh tr(c nho cham 19ng chirng 1cm
va nho nhu cong tim. Cac chi tiét nho &
con chim ciing dugc chil y tu 16ng canh
dén long dudi. Cac con chim dtng thanh
cap, c6 ca nhitng chu chim nhé bén canh
chim bd chim me dugc thé hién trong trang
thai binh yén ctia mot gia dinh, cac chi tiét
nho nhu I6ng, mét, mo, chan chim duoc
dién ta chi tiét, sic sao. Hau hét trai kho
qua dugc cham n6i roi ghép vao tdm chinh,

ta nhu nhin rd ting mau 16i san sui trén
than trai, hinh trai da dang gan voi trai kho
qua that. Cac cay trac thanh thoat, nho
nhin, cac mit dugc cham rd rang, 1a tric
tao thanh timg chim hay don 1¢é déu dugc
cha ¥ téi timg chi tiét. Cac day leo quén
quanh cay tric tinh té, mém mai, sinh
dong. Phong cach nghé thuat rat riéng biét
trong cach sip xép bd cuc cac mang cham
khic 14, canh, chim thay d6i lién tuc khong
lap lai, dong thoi cac khoang trdng ciing
khong giéng nhau vé hinh, vé dién tich, cac
mang thoang dan & phan trén. DU chd y
ting chi tiét nho nhu vay song khong lam
pha v& b cuc chung, vira virng vang, chit
ché vura thanh thoat, khong gay cam giac
ning né hay day dic trong toan bo bao lam.
B6 cuc tao cam giac chuyén dong tir dudi
va tir hai phia 1én, gip nhau & giita rdi bung
ra, nhu mdt sy man nguyén, thiang hoa.
Nghé nhan da thé hién dugc y do cua nodi
tdm 1 mong mudn mot cudc séng yén
binh, hanh phic.

Theo quy luat ty nhién, cac dét tric
du6i gbc thudng ngin hon cac dbt tric &
trén ngon, nhung & ddy, nghé nhan ¢ tinh
tao cac ddt & trén ngon ngén sat nhau dé
thé hién rang cang lén cao than cang chic
khoe. Viéc dung hinh tuong tre tric vén
tuong trung cho bac quén tir tri nhan bén
canh nhirng trai cdy that dan da Nam B6
nhu khd qua, nhim ca ngoi tinh than khi
phach cua nguoi dan khai hoang m¢ coi.
Theo sy nhin nhan ctia chung t61, bao lam
nay c6 phong cach va ndi dung thuan Viét,
cich dién ta phong khoang, hién thyc,
khong bi anh hudng boi bat cir mot phong
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cach nao trong cach thé hién, mang dac thu
cta cu dan Viét trén ving dat Nam Bo.

Tém lai, cac bao lam cham khic cua
chua Giac Vién ngoai gia tri vé mit tao
hinh trong dudng nét cham khéc trang tri,
ta con thay su phét trién ctia d6 an trang tri,
su thoat li cac do 4n dién tich truyén thong,
tiép nhan cac d6 an mang tinh dan da, doi
thuong, thé hién 16i sdng phong khoang,
hio sang dic trung. Cac tic phdm phan anh
nhitng mong udc cua ngudi dan ma nghé
nhan Nam B gii gim trong ndi dung
duoc chuyén tai qua nghé thuat cham khic.
Ding sau y nghia an sdu 4y, hai tic phdm
nghé thuat nay duong nhu con mang mot y
nghia vé ton gido sdu sic. Bao lam trai
méng cau va khd qua di thé hién dam nét
dan gian thuan Viét cia ving dat phuong
Nam so voi cac bao lam khac trong chua
Giac Vién va cac chua khac tai TPHCM.
3. Kétluin

“Nghé thudt diéu khdc g5 Nam B¢ co
nguon goc tir Trung, Bic. Nhitng nguoi tho
cham, theo chan nhiing di dan Thudn,
Qudng vao hanh nghé & mién dat nay. Mdc
di, ngay tir buéi dau chdc da cé nhiing tay
tho gidi, nhwng cudc song lic dé chwa cé
Yéu cau cao. Nha cira, do ding bang g6 chi
can bén chdc la di thi ¢é 1€ tai ndng cia
ho chwa phat huy dung muc. Tuy nhién
thoi gian “thdt nghiép” ciia nhitng nguwoi
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tho cham khdc g6~ kéo dai khong lau, vi t6c
do phat trién kinh té xa hoi & viung dat méi
nay rat nhanh chéng” [15, tr.535]. Ciing
chinh trong thoi gian “that nghiép” do,
nhitng ngudi the cham khic phai buon chai
bang viéc song hanh khai pha cung di dan
& vung dat moi. Chinh vi vy ma ho da
thau hiéu nhitng suy nghi, tinh cam, udc
vong ciia cu dan ving dat phuong Nam
nay, dé roi boc 16 diéu do6 qua cac cong
trinh cham khic trang tri & chua. Ho thé
hién chan thyc nhiing nguyén wéc, mong
moi cua nguoi dan va sy phong khoang
trong suy nghi cling nhu trong céch tao tac.
Tac pham mang dam chit dia phuong Nam
B0 va dan gian nguoi Viét, triét 1i nha Phat
trén nén cia y ti, ki thuat cham khic tur
Trung, Bic. Mdi bao lam & chua Giac Vién
la mot tac phdm nghé thudt co gia tri vé
vin hoa, 1a bang chung séng dong vé tim
tu tinh cam ciia con nguoi ¢ ving dat Nam
B0 xua.

Bai viét nay gop phan bd sung lam rd
thém gia tri vé cac yéu 6 tao hinh ciing nhur
¥ nghia vé nhitng biéu tugng d6. Chuia Giac
Vién khong chi co gia tri vé mi thuat, lich st,
vin héa va khoa hoc, ma con mang gié tri vé
mit x4 hoi, tin ngudng nén ciing can gin voi
nhitng hoat dong bao v va phat huy gia tri
ngh¢ thudt hon nira dé xtr 1i hai hoa méi quan
hé gitta bao ton va phat trién.
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