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TOM TAT

Bai viét xudt phat tir viéc xac Idp Tran Thiy Mai véi tu cdch mét nha vén viét tiéu thuyét lich
sir. Bdt dau tir nhitng hodi nghi, tran tré doi véi qua khir, chiing t6i di vao tiéu thuyét Tir Dy thai hau
d@é nhin vé nhing si kién lich siz va con nguwoi qua khit trong sie phizc tap, nhiéu chiéu. Mgt trong
nhitng diém nhan gop phan 1am nén thanh cong cua tac pham nay chinh 12 viée nha van diea ra diwoc
nhiing bai hoc qué khit cho hién tai va twong lai: cong Ii trong cudc song, tham vong quyeén luc,
thudt tri nuréc, viéc trong dung nhan tai cia nhiing bdc tién nhdn. Phwong phdp lién nganh dwoc sir
dung dé nghién citu ngi gidi vin ban, dong thoi nhan manh mai quan hé mdt thiét giiza kinh nghiém
vin héa va cd tinh sang tao ciia nha van. Bai viét ciing hudng dén viéc danh gid va ghi nhan nhing
ddéng gop cua Tran Thity Mai doi véi thé logi tiéu thuyét lich sir néi riéng va van hoc dwong dai Viét
Nam naéi chung.

Tir khoa: bai hoc lich sir; Tran Thuy Mai; Tir Du thai hau; tiéu thuyét lich st

1. Médau

Séang tao vin hoc, nghé thuat vé dé tai lich sir “khong phai chi dung lai ¢ viéc tai dung
lai lich st nhu ta da ting biét, ma phai kham phé sau thém, méi thém trong qua khi céi ta
chua tirng biét” (Dinh, 2013, p.76). N6i rd hon, myc dich quan trong nhét khi ching ta di
nguoc vé qua khir chinh 1a phai nhan dién ra cho duoc trong qua khtr nhiing bai hoc, nhitng
kinh nghiém — du 13 vinh quang hay dau thwong — dé hi vong tim duoc chia khoa thich hop
ma khoa nhitng bai toan nan giai dang dién ra trong cudc séng hom nay. Day chinh 1a dac
trung quan trong nhat, “la nghia 1i ton tai cua loai hinh tiéu thuyét lich sa” (theo y ciia Nguyén
bang biép).

Hon bén muoi ndm nay, do¢ gia nhu bi nit nha vin Tran Thiy Mai thdi mién dan vao
mé 16 cua nhiing gidc mo yéu bang lang sic kinh ki va diu dang tinh nit bang nhiing tap
truyén ngan xinh xin, nhe nhang. Thé rdi, ciing dd c6 mot thoi gian kha dai ba roi xa vin
chuong. Roi xa, suy cho cing, 13 “cai ¢§” dé chuan bj cho ngay tré lai huy hoang hon. Va
qua that, 1an xuét hién trg lai ndy, Tran Thuy Mai d trinh lang mot tac pham vai dién mao
hoan toan mai (so véi nhitng gi di 1am nén tén tudi cua ba) voi nhitng cau tir su sic, tinh
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té, khdng bbc 1én bé mat ma ling xudng bé sau cua tham tram trai nghiém; nhitng luan dé
nhudm mau thé thai nhan tinh; nhimg suy tu, danh gia cham dén rat nhiéu van dé nong hoi,
nhay cam trong cudc séng xa hoi hdm nay — d6 1a tiéu thuyét lich st Tor Dy thai hau.

2. Noidung

Nhiing tiéu thuyét lich st ra doi trong bdi canh hién nay khéng chi 1am nhiém vy don
thuan 14 tai hién sinh dong nhitng gi da xay ra hoic c6 thé da xay ra trong qua khir, ma con
phai dua ra dugc nhitng nhan dinh khach quan/ cha quan vé lich st. Dac biét hon, gia tri to
I6n nhat cua nhirng tac pham tiéu thuyét lich sir chinh 12 ¢ nhiing suy tw, nghién ngim nham
rat ra nhiing bai hoc tir lich s dé qua khir thuc sy 1a kién thtc can thiét cho cudc song hién
tai va ca tuong lai. Nha vin Tran Thly Mai thong qua b tiéu thuyét lich sir Tzr Dy thai hdu
da guri dén doc gia nhitng thong diép, nhitng bai hoc lich sir su sac.

2.1. Bai hoc vé “cong li” trong cugc séng

Tran Thiy Mai da dé nhan vat hoang ¢é Minh Mang n6i 1én mét su that day phii phang
vé 1& cong bang trong cudc sdng & moi thoi dai: “Cai 18 chinh ta nguoi néi dén chi 1a cai dao
duc thong thuong cua bon hiép si ma théi! Bac dé vuong 1ap cdng nghiép khong phai ldc
nao ciing cau né nhu thé! Nguoi hay nhin lai lich sat ma xem, chi nhiing ké dai 4c mai 1am
nhiing viéc dai thién ma thoi!” (Tran, 2019a, p.341). Loi ndi ciia hoang ¢é Minh Mang goi
ngudi doc nghi tdi quan niém cua triét gia ngudi Puc Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche: “Phai
biét 4c, biét tan nhan dé sdng cho manh m&” va suy nghi cua tiéu thuyét gia nguoi Anh duoc
ham mo nhat thé ki XX: “Moi con vat déu binh dang, nhung mot s6 con vat binh dang hon
nhitng con khac” (George Orwell). Pac biét hon, Tran Thily Mai mét lan nira dé nhan vat
vua Minh Mang phoi bay méi quan hé thuc su gitta dao dtc, ¢éng Ii véi quyén lec: “Ta 1a
nguoi cai tri, ta phai giir vitng nén chuyén ché. Ta khuyén khich sy that, giit gin cong |i, ban
thuong cho dao dtrc, nhung sy that, cong li hay dao dtic déu phai ¢ dudi chan ta” (Tran,
2019a, p.342). Hoa ra diéu ma ching ta van thuong goi 1a chuan muc dao dirc, 14 cong li...
lubn ludn phai “o dudi chan” cua quyén luc va diing vé phe cai manh, vé bén thang cudc.
Ngay xua da thé, vay hién tai thé nao? Sang tao van hoc vé dé tai lich st chi thuc s co y
nghia khi vuot I&n viéc phuc dung qua khir mot cach don thuan. Piéu nay dong nghia voi
viéc ngudi cam bat phai nhin ra dugc nhitng van dé c6 gia tri bén vimg dbi véi con nguoi,
nghé thuat va ca doi séng xa hoi.

2.2. Bai hgc canh tinh nhing “tham vong quyeén lue”

Théng qua cudc ddi thoai chan thanh gitra hoang dé Thiéu Tri va Tuy Thanh quan
cong Truong Piang Qué, nha van da boc 16 nhitng chiém nghiém vé cach dbi nhan xu thé,
vé tham vong thau tém moi quyén hanh. Nhan vat Truong Pang Qué cho rang: “Tinh cach
hoang thugng khdng manh mé nhu tién dé. Nhung tim 1ong vi tha cia hoang thuong ciing
c6 mot sac manh vo cung” (Tran, 2019b, p.348), thé nhung, can phai nhé: “Chd manh nhat
ctia hoang thuong la tinh cam, chd yéu nhat ctua hoang thuong ciing chinh 1a tinh cam. Xin
hoang thuong nhé cho: Mam méng sy that bai 12 & chd muén 1am vui long tat ca moi nguoi!”
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(Tran, 2019b, p.346). Tran Thuy Mai théng qua tirng 1oi néi cia quan ¢b ménh dai than
Truong Dang Qué dé suy ngim va rin day vé bai hoc “giit cho dugc triéu dinh vitng manh™:
Mudn triéu dinh viing manh thi phai loai bé ngay nhiing biéu hién cua viéc liing doan triéu
chinh. Liing doan triéu chinh, tirc 1a ding anh huong cia minh dé thao ting quyén lyc, tranh
doat ngdi vi, tao thanh phe canh. Su thao ting nay bt dau ¢ hau cung, nhung s& c6 chan rét
trong triéu dinh. Nhirng phe cénh trong cung lan toa ra thanh nhing phe cénh trong triéu, lam

suy yéu nén cai trj ctia hoang thuong! (Tran, 2019b, p.346).

Va ciing theo nir nha vin dat kinh ki, su ling doan triéu chinh bit ngudn tir tham vong
nam trong tay moi quyén luc mét thai gian qua dai:

Quyén luc, tiéc thay, khong phai cai dé ma thich hay khong thich. Quyén lyc 1a mén dd nguy

hiém, c6 thé tao ra phuc loi vo van cho xa tic, ma ciing ¢ thé gay ra mdi hoa truyén doi cho

muén dan. Vi vay, n6 khong thé duoc giao 1au qua trong tay ai. Pé qua lau trong tay mot
ngudi, N6 s& 1am nay sinh sy ling doan. Noi cung 12 tréi tim, tridu dinh 12 bo ndo. Trai tim gia
nua bénh hoan thi bd n3o ciing s& réi loan theo. Hoang thugng, da dén lic noi cung can mot

nguoi chu mai! (Tran, 2019b, p.347).

Tran Thuy Mai da c6 y thuc két ndi qua kha véi hién tai, dung lich str dé soi sang
nhitng van dé ndng héi cua hién tai. Ttr qua khi lich str, nha vin da dit ra dugc nhiing cau
chuyén c6 gia tri quan trong cho hién tai va ca tuong lai. Chinh cai mach ndi an duéi tang
ngam gitra qua khtr ciia dan toc véi nhiing sy kién ndng bong cua xa hoi Viét Nam duong
thoi ma tiéu thuyét néu ra trong tac pham Tir Dy thai hdu da tao duoc sy dong cam sau sic
noi doc gia.

2.3. Bai hgc vé “thuat tri nwéc”

Nhan vat Truong Pang Qué ban vé “thuat cai tri” dat nude: “Nhing ké nghi 1am s& cd
ngay mé mat ra, nhung mdi mot 1an mg mat trong lich sir 1a mot 1an méau chay! Vi vay trong
thuat cai tri, c6 co hdi nay sinh trong dam dong” (Tran, 2019b, p.346). Nha vin Tran Thly
Mai mugn |61 ciia quan Thugng thu Pham Pang Hung — mdt ngudi ma theo vua Minh Mang
13 “ngudi quan tir, 10ng rong tiét ngay nhu cay tric, khong thé dung uy vii ma khuat phuc”
(Tran, 2019a, p.342) — dé khuyén ngudi dimg dau vuong triéu: “Tau hoang thuong, bac
vuong gia cam quyén phai liy cong chinh dé trir ké gian ta. L& ndo mudn trir cai &m muoi
lai ding dén tha doan &m mudi, vay thi dau con 13 chinh nghia thing gian ta nita” (Tran,
20193, p.340); va khiang dinh u6c mo, niém tin vao I8 phai ¢ doi: “Tau hoang thugng, khdng
mot ai cd thé & trén cong Ii va sy that. Cong Ii va sy that 1a Troi, sao con c6 thé ding trén
cha?” (Tran, 2019a, p.342). Nhitng nhan vat lich st, du 1a bac dé vuong di nita, cling c6
nhiing lic quyét dinh sai 1am, c6 khuyét diém. Thé nhung, chung ta hém nay nén nhin vé
nhitng khuyét diém, nhirng quyét dinh sai 1am ay nhu 13 mét han ché khéng thé tranh khoi
cua diéu kién lich st. Con nguoi trong qua khir doi khi khong thé y thic vé thir goi 1a quy
luat lich sir; thé nhung, nha vin bat budc phai ¢d y thuc rd vé diéu dy. Budc duong tién hoa
ctia nhan loai va bat ki dan toc nao ciing déu phai trai qua nhitng sai 1am mang tinh lich st.
Do 1a quy luat, khéng cé ngoai I€.

684



Tap chi Khoa hoc Trwong BPHSP TPHCM Ngo Kim Hai

Thong qua vu an tru di tam toc dong ho cua Ta quan Lé Van Duyét — vu an sé mai mai
la ndi dau trong lich st cua dan toc Viét Nam — nha vin d3 khéo 1éo guri vao trang viét caa
minh nhitng bai hoc ¢ gié tri. “Toa 4n” cua triéu dinh két toi Ta quan Lé Vin Duyét phai bi
tru di tam tdc; con nhan dan ciing c6 “toa an” cua nhan dan — “toa an” luong tam: “Trudc
day, tir Iic Lé Vin Duyét chét, viéc ciing mo 1a do con chau ho Lé. Nhung tir khi ho L8 bi
bat hét, thi téi tdi dan thanh Gia Pinh déu c6 ngudi dén lo huong khoéi, cir séng séng lai thay
c6 rat nhiéu chan nhang cim trén nAim mo bi cao bang cua Duyét” (Tran, 2019b, p.123).
Nhan dan vo cing sang suét. Do d6, néu mudn thu phuc duoc long dan thi triéu dinh
trugc hét:

Phai song phang véi ba tanh. Tram ho sang sudt, ta khéng thé nao che gidu sy that. Lé Vin

Duyét bj san biang mé ma, con Bach Xuan Nguyén thi dugc tridu dinh chon cat long trong.

Vay ma dan dén thip nhang cho Lé Vin Duyét, trong khi dém dém lai c6 nguoi dem d6 do

day dén ném ¢ phan mo Bach Xuan Nguyén. Theo than, dé chinh phuc 1ong déan, trugc hét

phai 1am rd ti trang cua tén nay. Nguyén du da chét van khdng thé trén tranh, phai chiu cach

hét pham ham va bé c4o r6 sai 1am trudc tram ho (Tran, 2019b, p.125).

Quan trong, tridu dinh phai c¢é chinh sach thich hop dé nhan dan an long:

Dan thanh Gia Pinh truéc ddy déu dn nén lam ra, doi sng phong tdc, bay gid didu ho lo au

nhét 14 triéu dinh tryc tiép cai tri s& nghiém khic hon, quan liéu xa cach hon, anh huong dén

viéc sinh sdng caa ho. Vi vay 10ng ho van luyén tiéc qué khir! Nay néu hoang thuong 1am cho
dan an 1ong thi tu nhién dan s& dan dan quén Duyét, chi con biét hoang thuong va tridu dinh

ma thdi! (Tran, 2019b, p.124).

Dic biét, nguoi dimg dau vuong triéu phai 1am thé nao dé duoc dan thuong quy: “dao
cai tri rat phic tap ma thuc ra rat don gian, d6 1a viéc can bang gitta hai chit &n va uy. Lam
cho dén so, khong bang lam cho dan thwong, cho nén bac vuong gia thuong gio cao danh
s$&” (Tran, 2019b, p.125). O day, ching ta thay, chan Ii nghé thuat da gip g& véi chan li doi
séng. Bang kha nang tudong tuong va hu ciu tinh té, Tran Thuy Mai di phuc dung nhiing su
kién, bién cé lich sir, nhan vat lich sir sinh dong va &m anh hon.

Sau nay, Tu Puc hoang dé da dugc me ciia minh — Btc ba Tir Du thai hau khuyén day
vé bai hoc “4n va uy” day tham thia thdng qua vu an caa Hong Bao: “Di oan bao oan thi 1a
cach hep hoi cua bon tiéu nhan, ta khéng nén 1am. Di nhan bao oan 1a cach ciia nha Phat, hai
lan trude ta da lam roi. Nay Bao khong héi cai, viéc ac di ranh ranh nhu vay, chi con céch
hoc theo 101 day cua dirc Khong: di truc bdo 0én, lay su ngay thang muc thudc dé déap lai
oan thi” (Tran, 2019b, p.427) va “Dé cho cac quan nghi an, dy la xa nghiém minh theo
phép nuée. Sau d6, hoang thuong nén giam nhe cho Bao mot bac, day 1a thé hién tinh nghia
anh em. Vay thi tinh 1i can phéan, hoang thuong c6 nghi vay khong?” (Tran, 2019b, p.427).
C6 thé néi, day khong chi don gian 12 bai hoc vé “an va uy”, ma con 1a bai hoc vé dac hiéu
sinh, 1ong vi tha tir mot tim 10ng bao dung, nhan hau. Va dwong nhién, mét dan toc ma nguoi
dung dau co duc hiéu sinh thi c6 phuc hon 1a ké cam quyén hiéu sat, khat mau!

Dic biét, ngudi ding dau mot dat nude, trude hét, phai 1a ngudi biét sdng mot cach
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thanh cao, dirng vi nhitng thi vui nhat thoi ma lam hai cuc sdng cua biét bao sinh linh, bai
vi: “M&i mot chat caa cai trong cung nay déu 1d md mau cua dan gop lai, ché ¢ nén xai
phi” (Tran, 2019b, p.416). Va hon nita, dirng bao gid nghi ring ¢ noi cung vang dién ngoc,
vat dung xa hoa, tiéu xai hoang phi... méi 1a biéu hién dé chung minh sy sang quy, uy quyén!
Bai vi, theo 1oi cia Birc Tir Du thai hau day con minh (vua Ty Diic):

Sang quy dau c6 phai ¢ nha rong, thém cao, 6 dung xa hoa ruc rd dau? Ngay xua khi me con

nho, dng ngoai con thanh liém Iim, cho nén trong nha tiéu xai rit can kiém, c6 khi dén tdi

khong du dau ma thap khuya. Vay ma tir vua dén dan khéng ai khdng quy trong 6ng ngoai

con, dén bay gio van c¢6 nguoi nhic nhé. Vay méi ding 1a sang quy d6! (Tran, 2019b, p.416).

Muon nhitng cau chuyén quéa khir dé giri gam nhing y niém hém nay — ¢6 maéi chinh
la cot 16i cua gia tri, cua tinh hién dai ma tiéu thuyét lich st Ter Dy thai hdgu am tham chat
chtra chir khong phai phé truong bang nhitng tha phap nghé thuat mai mé! Xa hoi hién thoi
bao gio ciing ¢6 nhitng van dé caa nd. Co nhitng van dé khodng thé noi ra va giai quyét duoc
trong thuc té nén doc gia mubn giai toa nhirng tc ché nay bang con duong van hoc, nghé
thuat. Nhiing cau chuyén vé dé tai lich sir chinh 1a mot trong s6 nhimg phuong thirc “chira
lanh” hét bao bt xtic trong long doc gia. Co thé day ciing 1a mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan
chu yéu gitp cho tiéu thuyét lich st Ter Du thai hdu dugce cong ching yéu thuong va dén
nhan nong nhiét.

2.4. Bai hgc vé cach ding ngwoi hién tai cia nhing bdc tién nhan

Trong bo truong thién tiéu thuyét lich sir dang “cung dau” Tir Dy thai hdu, bén canh
viéc miéu ta hap dan nhimg am muu, cudc chién &c liét nhuém day mau tuoi bai tham vong
quyén luc noi hau cung, Tran Thiy Mai vin mang dén cho ngudi doc nhitng bai hoc sau sac
vé qua trinh tuyén chon nhan su, vé cach dung ngudi hién tai caa nhiing bac tién nhan. P
la nhitng quy céch nghiém khac trong viéc day dd nhiing hoang tir ca vin 13n vo: “Hém nay
cac hoang tir s& tap viét 16i chir chan. Con céc hoang tir nho s& hoc tiép Kinh thi” (Tran,
2019a, p.200); “Ca may triéu ngudi, ngy nao ciing song, ma séng tac 1a cay cdy, buén ban,
tranh Kién, di lai, tt ca nhiing hoat dong 4y tac dong lén trén, cap nay qua cap khéc, cudi
cung 1a c6 diic vao chong tiu sé ndy. Dan sinh séng khdng mét ngay ngirng lai, thi céng viéc
ctia hoang dé dau co thé giam hay nghi tiy thich dugc?” (Tran, 2019b, p.297). Viéc chon ai
13 nguoi ké nghiép vuong triéu ludn duoc dam bao dung dao Ii va hop 10ng dan, phai c6 tai
¢6 duc, lubn tranh hét sac viéc phé truong lap tha:

Khong phai phu hoang bo truéng lap thir, ma phu hoang phai tim nguoi xting dang dé giao

viéc 16n. Long ta ddi véi con van thuong yéu, nén ta din con, hdy biét séng khiém nhuong, an

phan, lam mot 6ng hoang tir té, thi cudc doi con ciing s& an lanh. Néu con song tur té thi vua

moi cling s€ trong dai con, con ctr yén long durng ngai! (Tran, 2019b, p.371).

Dic biét, hoang dé duong triéu ludn can nhic ki ludng moi yéu td co thé chi phdi dén
nguoi ké nghiép nhu tinh cach, tim long, khi chat: “Dan bay gio cling nhu Canh trudc kia,
thuong qué thién vé Tay; Pam thi nguoc lai, qua khit khe bai xich ho; hai cai déu cé chd rat
do” (Tran, 2019a, p.139). Hoang d¢& Minh Mang tuy di c6 y chon Mién Téng ké nghiép tir
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trude, nhung hoang dé van chua that yén tam vi:

Trong thoi binh thi dwoc, Tong s& 1a mot 6ng vua tét, trung hau, nhan i, nhun nhudng, duoc

bay t6i yéu mén. Nhung Tong qua hién hoa! Khi can quyét doan, s& rat 1a bat cap. Ma néu

khong chon Tong? Thi lai roi vao cai bi kich bo truang lap thi, ciing lai 1a mam loan (Tran,

2019b, p.220).

Lich st miéu ta 6ng la con nguoi hanh dong, nhiéu quyét dinh dén mtc cuc doan, tan
nhan. Dudi ngodi bit caa Tran Thiy Mai, bén trong vi hoang dé 4y 1a nhiing trin tra, ndi niém
dén kho sa; 12 biét bao con bio long dén dén dau. Lich sir ludn ghi chép két qua, tac sy thé hién
bang nhitng hanh dong bén ngoai. Ngudi viét tiéu thuyét di sdu vao viing md ndi tdm nhan vat,
cling ném trai biét bao con bio dir doi cudn xody bén trong tirng con nguoi ¢a nhan. Nho nhitng
chi tiét tuong tuong ndy, Tran Thiy Mai d& khéo 1éo truyén tai nhitng bai hoc cho hau thé hém
nay. Ta s& khong thé tim thiy nhitng dong chir trong Tzr Du thai hdu & bat cir mot cudn chinh
str ndo. C6 thé ndi, kha ning sang tao, hu cau cia nha vin Tran Thuy Mai dd gop phan gilp
doc gia hiéu mot cach tuong tan hon nhiéu sy kién trong tai liéu lich sir.

Tran Thiy Mai con dem dén cho doc gia bai hoc vé nhiing toan tinh dé giao trach nhiém
cho phtr hop véi timg ngudi. Khi vua Gia Long nghe dugc “chuyén dau khau & Moc Lan dinh”
gitra Nhi phi Tran Thi Pang va Pham Dang Hung, hoang dé nhan ra & con ngudi Pham Piang
Hung mét tiét thao ngay thang, khi chat ngt troi va ngay 1ap tirc “bo nhiém Pham Pang Hung
lam Thuong thu bd L&’ (Tran, 2019a, p.51). Vua Minh Mang thau rd cdi long Pham Piang
Hung, cho nén, hoang dé quyét dinh: “Nay tram giao cho khanh lam Tong tai Quéc st quén, lo
Viéc chép str, kiém ca viéc bién soan gia pha hoang toc” (Tran, 2019a, p.267). Khi giao cong
viéc chép sir cho Pham DPing Hung, hoang dé Minh Mang da cam nhan dugc stc nang tir moi
cau chir trong chinh str va ca nhiing gian nguy cta nguoi chép su:

Viéc nay kho lam khong phai dé, boi cam bt viét mot chir khong kho, nhung dé viét mot chi

d6i khi phai chng choi lai véi ngan binh dao truéc mat. Khdng viing vang, ban linh, khong

lam viéc nay duoc! Biét vay nén trAim an can giao cho khanh. Khanh hay nhé 16i tram!

(Tran, 2019a, p.267).

Chinh cach nhin ngudi, hiéu nguoi, ding nguoi thau tinh dat Ii cia hoang dé Minh
Mang d3 khién Pham Pang Hung bang hoang cam dong: “Hoang thuong sang sudt, da hiéu
than hon ca chinh than! Ngudi xua noi ké si gip duoc ngudi hiéu minh, cé thé chét khong
an han. Than nay qua that ¢d chét ciing khong tiéc gi nita!” (Tran, 2019a, p.267). Véi tu duy
hién dai vé lich sir, Tran Thuy Mai di nhin ngdm qué kht tir nhitng géc nhin méi, ¢6 chiéu
sau nhan vin, nhan ban hon. Lich sir trong tdc pham Tzr Dy thai hdu 1a lich st thudc vé ca
nhan, lich st ghi dau tirng than phan con ngudi, nhitng con ngudi doi thudong trude khi tro
thanh nhitng bac vi nhan, nhitg con ngudi di duoc lich sir goi tén, “chon mit gui vang” dé
Kién tao nén sé phan cua chinh no.

Nha van Hoang Quéc Hai ting chia sé: “Thong diép caa mot tac pham tam cd, chinh
la gia tri nhan vin, tu tedng cua chinh tac pham d6. Mot tic pham vin hoc sang gia phai la
tac pham c6 tim tu tudng vuot 18n ca thoi dai. Va dé chinh 1a théng diép ma tac gia ki thac
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Va0 tac pham” (Dinh, 2013, p.271). N6i rd hon, thong diép ciia nha van giri vao tac pham
tiéu thuyét lich sir khéng don gian chi 1a “nhin lai” qua khir va dtc két bai hoc cua qua khu,
cho quéa khu. Hién nay, géc nhin cua tac gia khong don thuan chi la géc nhin lich sir. Théng
diép quan trong nhit cua nguoi cam bt viét vé dé tai lich s, suy cho cung, chinh 13 “thong
diép trudc nhitng van dé cua thoi dai hién nha van dang séng” (Dinh, 2013, p.279). C6 thé
ndi, mot nén vin hoc, nghé thuat virng manh caa mot dan toc khong thé chi sbng dwa vao
hién tai, ma phai dwoc dat nén moéng virng chic tir qué khir dén hién tai va ca tuong lai.
Nhitng gi d xay ra/ cd thé xay ra trong qua khw, dau thanh thién hay xau ac, dau dang tu
hao hay dau budn, tai nhuc..., van & nhitng bai hoc quy gia cho chiing ta hdm nay dang tirng
budéc viét nén trang st méi caa dan toc.

Néu ngudi chép st chi “ké” lai lich st thi ngudi viét tiéu thuyét lich st phai tai hién,
lam mai lich sir, hay néi don gian hon 13 dung lich st dé giri gdm nhitng bai hoc, thong diép
cho hém nay théng qua nhitng hiéu tng tham mi — chinh 12 myc dich ctia nhitng nha van viét
vé dé tai lich sir. C6 thé noi, trén cai “dinh” lich sir, nha vin “treo” nhiing thong diép hién
dai, bai hoc duong dai. Muon nhitng cau chuyén xua cii dé truyén tai nhimg ¥ tuong hém
nay mai chinh 1a gia tri 18i cét cua tinh hién dai ma mot tic pham vian hoc nghé thuat dem
dén, chir khong phai cir mai mé lap ghép nhitng thu phap nghé thuat xa la. Béi I&, suy cho
cling, gia tri quan trong nhat, to Ion nhat, vi dai nhat cua qua kht chinh 1a nhitng bai hoc
kinh nghiém tir xwong mau dé lai cho hau thé!

Tran Thiy Mai khong “chup mii” lich sir cho nhitng nguoi phy nit bang motif “nhan
sac khuynh thanh”, “ma hong 1 nuée lut”, “hau phi tham chinh gay hoa”. Tran Thiy Mai
cling khong dat su phét trién hay lung lay cua ca mot vuong triéu 1én doi vai nit gidi nhu
nhiing tac pham viét vé dé tai hau cung, hau phi tirng thé hién. C6 thé noi, nhimg ngudi phy
nit trong tiéu thuyét lich sir Ter Dy thai hdu khong phai 1a phuong tién lich sir, ma chinh 1a
nhitng ngudi 1am chu lich sir va dic biét nhat 1a nhitng ngudi ¢ quyén ning thay doi lich sir
clia ca mot vurong triéu chdi loi. Suy cho cling, nhitng ngudi phu nit Ay déu dé lai nhitng dau
an va anh huong riéng biét trén qua trinh phat trién lich st cua tridu dai phong kién cudi
cuing trong lich str dan toc Viét Nam, bang chinh diéu ma chdng ta thuong goi la thién —
tinh — ni.

3.  Kétluan

Nir nha van dat ¢6 d6 Tran Thiy Mai da tinh té giri nhitng bai hoc lich sir vao trong
ting 10i thoai ctia cac nhan vat mot cach ty nhién, hop hoan canh, hop tinh, hop 1i. iy c6
thé 1a nhirng thong diép duoc chét ra tir nuéc mét va mau xuong trong quéa khir, cling c6 thé
la nhitng suy tu thim tram gitta mot thuc tai ma that — gia, trang — den, “tranh tdi tranh sang”
I3n 16n vao nhau... DAu c6 1a gi di nita thi nhitng bai hoc 4y chac chan cd gia trj rat 16n cho
cudc sdbng hdm nay va ca tuong lai nita. Suy cho cing, lich st khéng con 1a mot/ nhitng qua
khtr déng khung khép kin nhu chung ta van thuong nghi va 1am tuéng. Lich sir ciing chinh
la hién tai va tuong lai!
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ABSTRACT

This paper is inspired by an event of asserting Tran Thuy Mai as a historical novel writer.
Starting with the writer’s doubts and preoccupation with the past, the authors have deeply analysed
“Tu Du Thai Hau” novel to understand the complexity of historical events and humanity in different
dimensions. One of the highlights in the novel is that the writer proposed the manipulation of historic
lessons for the present and future, which has contributed to its resounding success. There are four
types of lessons mentioned above: (a) justice in life, (b) the power avaricious, (c) the reigning
methodology, and (d) the significant use of talents. An interdisciplinary approach has been
conducted to research inner context boundaries and emphasize the intimate relationship between the
writer’s cultural experience and creative personality. The article is also aimed at appraising and
recognizing Tran Thuy Mai’s contributions to the contemporary Vietnamese literature in general
and the historical novel genre in particular.
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