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TOM TAT

Bai viét tim hiéu van dé can tinh dwoc khai thac trong van hoc, qua ba binh dién: cdch thirc
xdy dung hinh twong nhdn vdt, ki ke tw sy va thdn thé biéu dat. Viéc xdy dung hinh tuwong nhdn vat
cd thé dwoc mé hinh héa theo cong thire tir dinh nghia (boi yéu té ndi tai) va dwoc dinh nghia (boi
yéu 16 ngoai tai) trong khi hinh twong céng dong dwoc xdy dung tir hai quan niém dan téc va dai
chiing. Tiry theo moi phwong thirc xdy dung hinh twong, can tinh cé thé day nghia hay réng nghia,
co thé déng nhdt hay canh tranh véi nhau va voi xa hoi. O binh dién ki irc, can tinh dwoc nhin tir bén
trong, qua cdch ké chuyén ciia nhdn vit va tac gida. O binh dién than thé, can tinh chuyén tir tinh than
sang co thé vat li, cho thdy ca sw dong thudn lan phan khang khuén mau xd héi ap dat trén than thé.
Tir I thuyét dén mot sé vi du dién hinh trong van hoc, bdi viét mang dén mot cdi nhin vira khai quét
vira cu thé vé van dé can tinh trong van hoc, ciing nhu cho thdy hiéu qua phan tich can tinh ciia nhdn
vdt van hoc gcfn voi nghé thudt ké chuyén va quan niém vé van héa.

Tir khéa: than thé trong van hoc; can tinh trong van hoc; ki {rc ty su

1.  Giégi thi¢u

“Can tinh” (identity) 1a mot khéi niém da linh vyc, tir khoa hoc ty nhién dén khoa hoc
xa hoi. Pinh nghia ciia Michael Bamberg (2009): can tinh “biéu thi nd luc khu biét va tich
hop ¥ nghia cta ban thé theo cac chiéu kich x4 hoi va ca nhan khac nhau vé gi6i tinh, tudi
tac, chung toc, nghé nghi¢p, bang nhom, tinh trang kinh té x4 hoi, dan toc, giai cép, quéc gia
hodc lanh th6 khu vue” (p.132) cho thay sy phirc tap trong viéc hiéu va dién giai vé can tinh.
Nhin chung, du & chiéu kich nao, phan tich can tinh cling can 1am rd hai van dé: sy doc nhat
ctia d6i twong so véi cac hiru thé khac, va su dong nhét cua déi tuong qua nhitng thay doi
khong — thoi gian.

Van hoc ¢6 loi thé 16n trong viéc khai thac can tinh, vi nha van va nguodi doc déu co
mot khoang céch du dé kién tao va nhan dién nhan vat theo dong ty su. Tur van hoc b dai
v6i nhan vat nguyén so 1a cac vi than cho dén van hoc hién dai v&i nhan vat du chi 1a cac
phan manh tinh than, thi nd luc cua nha van/ ngudi doc ludn 1a di tim nét doc dao — tlrc can
tinh — ctia hinh twong nhan vat, dé khic hoa, phan tich va dién giai. Tlr gbc nhin nay, bai viét
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dé xuat mot s6 khia canh khai thac can tinh trong van hoc, d6 la: cach thirc xay dung nhan
vat, cach ké chuyén ki trc va cach biéu dat than thé. Ba khia canh nay 1a mot phan két qua
nghién ciru vé can tinh chung toi rat ra dwoc tir cong trinh “Can tinh tir goc do triét hoc — xa
hoi” (Nguyen, 2023, pp.134-146). Nghién ctru d6 da dién giai khai niém can tinh va trinh
bay nhiing thudc tinh cua can tinh. Tyu trung, c6 hai loai: can tinh c& nhan, biéu dat & cac
mit tam li, ki Grc, than thé; va can tinh cong dé)ng biéu dat & ki trc, ngon ngir va lanh thé. Tuy
Im@nw&pmmkmumnm@cmmvwhmkmhmumédﬁmmgmmdﬁumnmﬁgﬁpmw
vu cho viéc dién giai khai niém. Thyc té, trong ca nhan cé ca cac thudc tinh cta cong d@)ng,
VénguqclaL'Tﬁcécthuécthﬂldé,chﬁngtéinhanthéytnnugvm1hoc,kiﬁcvéthénthévﬁn
tiép tuc 1a nhiing binh dién quan trong dé biéu dat can tinh nhan vat; con viéc khic hoa hinh
tuong nhan vat ca thé va nhan vat cong dong, & dy chiing toi chon mé hinh cta Jonathan
Culler va Benedict Anderson — lya chon nay chi 1a goi y, khong phai da bao quat dugc toan
bd cach thuc xay dung nhan vat van hoc. Cudi cung, véi nhitng binh dién khac, nhu tam i,
ngodn ngi, 1anh thd, chung toi s& trién khai & mot bai nghién ctru khac trong tuong lai.

2. Noi dung nghién ciru

2.1. Can tinh va cdach thirc xay dung hinh twong nhan vt

2.1.1. Can tinh ciia hinh twong nhan vat ca thé

Jonathan Culler trong “Chuong 8: Ban sic, xac dinh ban sic va chu thé” tir cong trinh
Nhdp mon Ii thuyét van hoc (1997), cho rang vin hoc, dic biét 1a thé loai tu su goi 1én 1d nét
van dé can tinh khi khéic hoa hinh tuong nhan vat. Piéu gi khién nguoi doc nhé vé Hamlet,
Madame Bovary, Jane Eyre, Huckleberry Finn... — 1a dong dai, phdm chit c4 nhén, hay tinh
dai dién cua nhan vat cho mét giai tﬁng nao d6? “[Thé loai tw sy — N.H.A] nay theo doi )
phan cua nhan vat khi cac nhan vat tu dinh nghia ban than va duoc dinh nghia boi vo van sy
két hop cua qué khir, nhitng lya chon cta ho, va nhiing luc lugng xa hoi tac dong 1én ho”
(CuHm;2020,pl68)[Nh®1dhﬂ1néychothéycénthﬂlnhﬁnvatcéthéduqclﬁnhthénhtﬁ
ca yéu t6 noi tai (ban than) va ngoai tai (xa hoi).

Vi truong hop “nhan vat ty dinh nghia”, can tinh dugc kién tao boi chinh chi thé, co
thé hinh dung qua truong hop Odysseus trong st thi Odyssey da tu dinh nghia lai minh (tir
kiéu mau anh hung co bip chuyén sang anh hing tri tué) qua cudc dau tranh véi bién ca va
dinh ménh dé tr& vé nha, hay Emma trong Madame Bovary trong cudc dAu tranh véi dinh
kién xa hoi dé thé hién khudn mit ngudi phy nit chan that, dinh nghia lai ¥ nghia nir tinh
(Culler, 2020, p.168). Vi trudong hop cin tinh “dugc dinh nghia”, cin tinh 13 cai sin c6, hay
do dong doi quyét dinh, hay duoc kién tao tir su tac dong cua xa hoi.

Su‘%u/duqcdhﬂlnghﬁf’cﬁacénthﬂlxuétphétdrcoché“déngnhéﬁ’vé“cmﬂ1ﬁanh”
gita cac c4 thé véi nhau hay gitta ca thé va nhom. Culler muon cach 1i giai tir phan tim hoc:
gidng nhu dtra bé nhin vao guong va dong nhit minh véi hinh anh trong guong, chu thé
dugc hinh thanh tir “chudi ddng nhat” minh vdi hinh anh dugc tao ra qua trung gian 1a chiéc
guong/ la nguoi me/ 14 mot ai d6. Vi du: Trong phirc cdm Oedipus cia Sigmund Freud,
ngudi con dong nhat minh véi ngudi cha dé thé hién tinh yéu, khat khao v6i ngudi me. Va
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su dong nhét nay tiép dién khong ngimg khi ta con 1a mot nguoi sdng trong mdi quan hé véi
nguoi khac, ciing ¢6 nghia 1 qua trinh hinh thanh cén tinh c4 nhan dién ra lién tuc bang sy
phong chiéu cua toi 1én nguoi khac; su dong nhat hay phong chiéu nay c6 18 chi két thac khi
c4 thé khong con hién hitu trén doi: “Ban sic? 1a san pham ctua mot chudi nhiing su dong
nhat, khong bao gio hoan tat” (Culler, 2020, p.174). Pong thoi véi su dong nhat, 1a cudce
canh tranh v&i ngudi cha dé c6 dugce tinh yéu ciia ngudi me: khi nhan vt trong tac pham tu
sy di tim can tinh cia minh dong nghia v4i viéc nhan vét ay tuan thu hodc chdng lai cac quy
wéce x3 hoi (hinh twong ngudi cha) ap dat 1én minh. Gatsby (trong Pai gia Gatsby) ndi 1én
nhu mot nhan vat kinh dién trong cudc dAu tranh khrfmg dinh minh vé6i x3 hoi Mi dau thé ki
XX. Cach Gatsby tu dinh nghia minh — 1a mdt nguoi tinh — ddi choi su sic voi cach xa hoi
dinh nghia Gatsby — 1a mdt dai gia. Vi du nay khop véi nhéan dinh cua Culler, réng: “Khi tiéu
thuyét lién hé voi ban sic nhom — 1a mot phu nir 1a nhu thé nao, hay 1a mét dua tré thude
giai cdp tu san 1a nhu thé nao — thi né thuong kham pha xem nhing nhu cau cia ban sic
nhom di han ché nhitng kha ning ca nhan nhu thé nao [...] bang cach lam cho tinh cé thé
cta c4 thé thanh tdm diém chu v, tiéu thuyét da kién tao nén mot hé tu tudng vé ban séic ca
thé” (Culler, 2020, pp.170-171). Can tinh trong truong hop nay trd thanh mot lya chon ciia
ca nhan (du ty nguyén hay bi cudng ép) dit trong bdi canh rong hon, c6 thé 1a mot cong
déng, mot xa hoi, mot dan toc.

Tu day, co thé rat ra hai két luan vé can tinh nhan vat ca thé:

e Cho du la “ddng nhat” hay “canh tranh”, “ty dinh nghia” hay “dugc dinh nghia” thi
yéu t6 “nguoi khac” ciing 14 tién quyét dé hinh thanh cin tinh c4 nhén.

e Cin tinh vira 1a két qua caa hanh dong (d6ng nhét hay canh tranh), vira 1a nguyén nhan
cua hanh dong do (Culler, 2020, p.169).

Mot vi du 1a nhan vat Gregor Samsa trong Héa than cua Franz Kafka: Gregor Samsa
chiu ap luc tir cai nhin cua x3 hoi va gia dinh nén ty dong hoa (tha hoa) minh thanh anh vién
chtrc quén ngay ngdy c6 nhiing théi quen 6n dinh. Hé qua cua sy tha hoa d6 day dén dinh
diém 1a viéc bi bién thanh con vat. Nhung ciing nho sdng trong kiép con vat, Samsa nhan
dién tinh canh phi 1i ciia kiép nguoi minh sdng trude ddy, hiéu ban chét con ngudi minh,
thém an gi, khao khat gi, séng nhu thé nao cho ban than. Mot sy hinh thanh cén tinh méi chi
dén sau hanh dong bién hinh.

Co6 thé tom tat y tuong cua Culler thanh Bang 1 sau:

Bing 1. Tinh chdt can tinh theo quan niém cia Jonathan Culler

Cin tinh C6 san Dugc tao ra
Tinh e, , \ ~ , X 4 \ A
¢4 thé Noi tai, co trudc hanh dong Mang tinh thay doi, c6 sau hanh dong
Tinh Do nguén géc va thudc tinh xa hgi Do nhiing vi tri xa h¢i khac nhau ma chu
xa hoi quyét dinh thé chiém gitt quyét dinh

2 “Ban sic” hay “can tinh” déu 1a cach dich tir “identity” trong tiéng Anh.

1237



Tap chi Khoa hoc Trwéng BHSP TPHCM Nguyén Hong Anh

2.1.2. Can tinh cua hinh twong céng dong

Li thuyét “cong dong tudong twong” (imagined community) ctia Benedict Anderson
trong cudn Nhitng cong dong tuong twong: SUy nghi vé nguon goc Va sw lan truyén ciia chii
nghia dan téc 1a cong cu hitu ich dé xem xét cin tinh cong dong trong vin hoc, hay kiéu
nhan vat dam dong dai dién cho mot cong dong.

Véi 6ng, diéu 1am nén ¥ niém cong dong khong xuat phat tir mot sy thyc lich sir hay
vin hoa, ma 1a do cach chiing ta tudng tuong nén lich sir, van hoa d6. Thé nao 1a “cong dong
tuong tuong™? D6 1a cong dong ma du nhé hay 16n thi mdi thanh vién c6 thé khong hé biét
t6i phan 16n cac thanh vién trong cting cong dong ciia minh, “nhimg nguoi ho chua timg gap
g hay thdm chi nghe tdi, 4y vay ma trong tim tri cia mdi ngudi déu ton tai hinh dnh vé mot
su hiép thong gitra ho” (Anderson, 2019, p.15). Ciing c6 nghia 14, can tinh cong dong khong
phai 1a mdt sy thyc (real) ma cac thanh vién co thé “tim v&”, “vé nguén” theo nghia mdt
ngudn gbe o sin, nhung nguoc lai, d6 1a mot ¥ niém duoc “sang tao” ra dé cac thanh vién
lién két v6i nhau thanh mot cong dong. Do d6, khong c6 can tinh dung hay sai vé cong dong
nhu mdt chan li, ma chi c¢6 céch ta tuong tuong vé cong déng d6. Quan niém nhu thé tat yéu
dan dén cach nghi tiép theo: s& c6 nhiéu cach tudng tugng vé cong dong, va s& co nhimg dbi
choi nhau giita cac tudng tuong ay.

Cong dong twéng twong theo kiéu chii nghia dan toc

Céc tac pham vin hoc chu luu thudc dong chinh & Viét Nam (¢ day, chiing t6i gidi han
trong van hoc mién Bic 1954-1975) phan anh nhiing thoi ki lich st dac biét, chéng han van
hoc chién tranh. Truyén thng dong vin hoc nay xién duong tinh than yéu nudc va ca ngoi
cha nghia anh hung, tir Viét Bdic (T Hitu), Pat nuwée (Nguyén Dinh Thi) dén Ddt nuede ding
len (Nguyén Ngoc), Nhdt ki Bang Thity Tram. Qua céc tac pham, y niém vé dat nude va
ngoai xam giup gan két nguoi doc von cing chia sé tiéng noi, 1anh thd, vin hoa, lich sir véi
tac pham, thanh mot cong dong déan toc. Noi nhur vay khong c6 nghia 1a nhitng ni ham nhur
léngyéunuéc,ﬁnhth&ldéntéggﬁécngoaixénhlénh&ngkhéin@nlhucéukhéngcéthug
may mudn noi su thé hién cua tac phém van hoc da goi lén noi nguoi doc nhitng hinh dung
gitap ho gén két v&i nhan vat, tac gia, va voi nhau méc du ho chua tung c6 trai nghiém nhu
nhan vat, chua quen biét tac gia va khong biét dén nhitng nguoi doc khac. Strc manh ciia
“tuong tuong” da tao thanh mdt cong déng dan tdc, noi ho tim dugc tiéng nodi chung.

Anderson dién giai tiép: Dé gan két cac thanh vién trong cong dong thudc nhiéu thé hé
vao li tuong dan tdc, thi nhan thue lich stir — tu duy vé thoi gian theo truc doc — dong vai tro
quan trong. Anderson goi d6 13 su linh hoi thoi gian theo kiéu “dong thoi” (simultaneity)
(p.39), dic biét thé hién rd & nhimmg cong dong thiéng, vi du nhu cong ddng ton gido.
Anderson dan vi du cia Auerbach: sy kién “hi sinh ctia Isaac” trong Cyu U'dc va su kién “hi
sinh ctia Chaa Gié-su” trong Tan Uédc duoc 1i giai la ¢6 mdi lién hé theo kiéu: su kién trude
bao hiéu cho su kién sau, va su kién sau thanh toan su kién trudec. M&i lién h¢é nay dugc thiét
1ap 1a do sy quan phong cua Thién Chua, nén cac su kién khong chi dién ra theo mot chudi
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nbi tiép, ma n6 “ddng thoi” ludn ludn nhu thé (p.39). Tinh dong thoi theo nghia nay tic 14
“si ddng hién cia qua khtr va tuong lai trong mot hién tai ttrc thoi” (Anderson, 2019, p.39).
Loi tu duy éy rat phé bién trong van hoc cach mang Viét Nam. Vi duy vé hinh tuong mua thu
trong thi ca cach mang:

“Théang T4m mua thu xanh tham

May nhén nho bay

Ho6m nay ngay dep lam!

May ciia ta, troi thim ctia ta

Nudc Viét Nam Dan chu Cong hoa!”

(Ta di t6i — T Hiru, 1954)

D6 14 nhirg mua thu ludn gin lién v6i niém vui va twong lai tuoi sang, vi né goi nhic
tré lai mot mua thu cu thé trong qué khir: mua thu dién ra cudc Cach mang thang Tam 1945,
khi Viét Minh gianh dugc chinh quyén va thanh 1ap nude Viét Nam Déan chi Cong hoa. Tac
dung cua kiéu thoi gian mang tinh dong thoi nay ngoai viée két ndi cac thé hé vao mot lich
su chung, con nhdm tao nén mdt van ménh dan toc theo chiu hudng lac quan.

Céng dong twéng twong theo kiéu dai chiing

Hinh anh cong dong trong vin hoc cach tan dan danh mat di sy gén két von sinh thanh
tir nhitng dai tu sy truyén thong, nhat 13 trong bdi canh da nguyén va toan cau hoa. Nhung
cong dong tudng twong van ton tai, theo mot co ché khac: tinh gin két cong dong dugc bd
trg bang thoi gian duoc t6 chic theo kiéu “ddng nhét va rdng”. Anderson néi: “tinh dong
thoi lubn cit ngang qua thoi gian va duoc danh diu khong phai bang sy bao trudc hay sy
thanh toan, ma bang sy tring nhat vé mat thoi gian duge do bang dong hd va lich” (p.40);
tirc 14 thoi gian nay tuyét nhién khong c6 “tinh dong thoi” véi mot qua khir hay tuong lai
nao, ma la kiéu thoi gian 1ap lai cia to lich, ciia dong hd.

Thir theo ddi ¢t truyén tiéu thuyét sau ddy ciia Anderson nhim minh hoa cho mot mé
hinh cong ddng tuong tugng kiéu méi, ma ong goi 1a “cong ddng tuong twong dai chung”
(popular imagined communities) (p.150): Mot ngudi dan 6ng (A) c6 vo (B) va tinh nhan (C),
dén luot c6 tinh nhan nay c6 nguoi yéu (D). Cling xem xét cac sy kién dién ra theo ba phan
doan thoi gian nhu sau:

Bing 2. Bang biéu thoi gian si kién ciia mot cot truyén tiéu thuyét don gidn
(Anderson, 2019, p.41)

Thoi gian | 1 11
Su kién A cai nhau véi B A goi dién cho C D say xin & mdt quan ruou
CvaD lam tinh B di mua sam A in t&i & nha véi B
D choi bi-a C mo thiy diém go

Trong vi du nay, A va D khong hé gap nhau, biét nhau, nhung giita ho van c6 mot lién
két vo hinh. Lién két nay hinh thanh tir hai nguén: Tht nhét, ca hai dugc gén vao xa hoi, la
mét thuc tai 6n dinh va chic chin. Thit hai, ca hai duoc gén vao tam tri cua doc gia toan tri:
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du trong cung mot phan doan thoi gian thi cac nhan vat khong biét hanh dong cua nhau,
nhung doc gia biét A goi dién thoai cho C, B mua sim va D choi bi-a ciing mét liic. Thoi
gian “dong thoi” (cung dién ra hanh dong trong cling ngay, gid) nhung “tréng réng” (vi cac
nhan vat khong biét nhau va hanh dong khong cé su trong quan) giita A va D chinh 14 hinh
dung vé mot cong dong tudng tuong duoc tao ra.

Nhu vay, cin tinh cta hinh tugng cong dong trong van hoc phu thudce vao dién ngon
ma cong dong dugc gan vao: néu 1a dién ngdn dan tdc thi hinh tuong cong dong mang nghia
cua cac dai tu su truyén théng, lich sir, van ho4, 1anh thé dan toc; néu 1a dién ngon dai chung
thi ¥ nghia hinh tuong cong dong con tuy thudc vao cai nhin cua doc gia cdp nghia cho né.
2.2. Can tinh va ki uc tw sw

Ki tic tac dong vao sy hinh thanh can tinh thong qua nhitng ciu chuyén dugc ké lai.
Yéu t6 tu su, do do, 1a mot thanh phﬁn can thiét xac dinh cach ta nhin nhan, trudc hét 1a vé
ban than, sau 14 vé mdi quan h¢ gitta minh véi nguoi khac, va khai quat nhat 14 nhimg dai tu
sy mang tinh dan tdc. Van dé dat ra 14, chung ta ké cac cau chuyén nhu thé nao? Cau tra 16i
phu thudc vao: moét 13, quan niém cua ching ta vé ki e — 1a that hay tuong tuong, 1a dia hat
cua qué khir hay c4 hién tai va tuong lai; va hai 1a, diém nhin khi tran thuat ki vc.

2.2.1. Quan niém vé ki irc

C6 hai quan niém vé ki tre: (1) ki trc 12 noi Iuu trix thong tin va (2) ki e khong chi luu
trit ma con kién tao ndi dung méi. Quan niém (1) mudn nhin manh vao tinh chinh x4c, xem
viéc ké lai 1a mot qua trinh hdi tudng trung thuc, sao chép nguyén ven nhiing trai nghiém
cua chu thé. Quan niém (2) dugc cong nhan rong rai hon trong 1i thuyét hién dai: van dé cua
viéc nhd lai khong phai 1a ¢b ging 1am cho moi thir ding ma 1a tao ra sy hiéu biét chung
thong qua nhimg cau chuyén. Maurice Halbwachs cho rang ki trc ludn 13 si dong chia sé véi
nhau giita ta va ngudi khac: gidng nhu viéc ban doc hanh trén duong phd Luan Don, du chua
timg ghé qua bao gid, nhung kiéu nha cira ¢ ddy ban da ting nghe thiy mot kién trac su ké,
lich str thanh phé éy ban da ting doc dugc trong sach, nhirng lau dai, nha tho ban da tung
xem thdy trong tranh ctia cic hoa si — cing véi ho, ban chia sé ki trc vé& thanh phd nay
(Halbwachs, 1980, pp.23-24). Va nhitng mau ki trc dugc ké lai nhu thé lién tuc duoc bd sung
nhiing trai nghiém va noi dung mdi, tir nguoi ndy sang nguoi kia. Thong qua viée ké lai,
chung ta bién nhimg ki rc mang trai nghiém riéng ctia minh thanh sy hiéu biét va danh gia
chi quan vé ban than va thé gidi. Va thong qua viéc nghe nhiing ciu chuyén dugc ké lai,
nhén thtrc cia ta duge diéu chinh va tac dong dén chinh céach ta tu ké cau chuyén ctia minh
(“Chung ta 1 nhirg cau chuyén chung ta ké vé& minh” (Fivush & Graci, 2017, p.268)). Nhu
vay, ki trc 12 that ma ciing 1a tudng tuong, va hidu qua cta sy tuong tuong 4y phan nhidu la
dé duy tri céc mbi quan h¢; va do do, ki tc thude vé qué khtr nhung ciing thudc v& hién tai
va tuong lai khi xét dén tam anh hudng cia truyén ké.
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Tiéu thuyét Mot thodng ta ruc ré & nhdn gian cia Ocean Vuong c6 nhan vt chinh
Cho6 Con sdng va trudng thanh bang ki tre ciia ngudi me va nguoi ba, cu thé 1a ki e vé chién
tranh bao luc va thu han. Nhung khi tu ké cau chuyén doi minh, cau da chon hinh thue viét
thu gtri cho me, lich sir vi vdy da c6 mgt khodng lui binh tinh va nhe nhang khi nhan vat nhin
lai nhitng ton thuong. Vi vdy ma chién tranh di duoc nhin qua lang kinh cai dep thay vi chét
choc: “Sudt thoi gian qua con ty nhil me con minh sinh ra tir chién tranh — nhung con da
nham roi me a. Minh sinh ra tir cai dep” (Vuong, 2022, p.283). Thé hé nay, ho khong dinh
nghia minh 1a nan nhan cta cudc chién, ma minh c6 quyén chon lua, minh c¢6 thé tuy dinh
danh. Nguoi me va nguoi ba ¢6 thé bi gin voi hinh anh vé cai dau tiéu ban ctia con huou
trén tudng, mai mai in dau cta “cai chét khong bao gio két thiic, cai chét khong ngimg chét
thém trong liic chung ta di qua bén dudi nd dé trat bo ndi budn” (p.11). Trong khi d6, Cho
Con c6 thé dwgc gin véi hinh anh cia dan budm di cu trong hanh trinh bay vé phuong Nam
trong chuyén di mot chiéu, chuyén di thoat khoi ki trc kinh hoang cuia chién tranh, cua céi 4c
dé tu dinh danh minh 1a “sinh ra tir cai dep”.

Mot thoang ta ruc ré o nhdn gian thude vé dong van hoc di dan, va ciing giéng nhu
cac tac phém thudc dong van hoc di dan va (hau) thudc dia, n6 dac biét chi trong dén yéu to
ké chuyén, thong qua hanh vi ké, hay qua cac biéu tuong (tém anh, bao tang, tugng dai, bai
hat, 18 hoi...). Stuart Hall, nha nghién ctru van hoa, da goi cac yéu tb ké chuyén do 1a “nhiing
hinh thirc biéu trung” (forms of representation) (Hall, 1990, p.223). Pay la diém 6ng gip g&
va ké thira tu tuong ciia Anderson, rang cin tinh vin hoa ctia mot cong dong khong phai 1a
cai ¢6 sén, cai di hoan tat dé tim lai nhu trong bd mon khao cd, ma la sang tao ra bﬁng cach
ké lai thong qua “hanh dong tai kham pha bang tri tuong tugng” (Hall, 1990, p.224). Thét ra
didu nay ding cho céac kiéu cong dong khac nhau, nhung trong bdi canh ciia cong dong di
dan va (hau) thudc dia, khi cac thanh vién phai di chuyén tir noi ndy qua noi khac, chiu sy
dut gy van hoa, mét 1anh tho thi gia tri cac cau chuyén ké dong vai tro 16n. Hall dwa ra vi
du: Khi thé gi¢i phuong Tay xam luoc chau Phi, dep cc ngau tuong va ton gido ban dia clia
ho, von da dang niém tin va thyc hanh t6n gido, dé chi con lai doc than cua Kitd gido phuong
Tay, thi cac bd lac chau Phi riéng ré da tré nén théng nhét, tao thanh mot can tinh chung
trong sy “duy nhat”; nhung dong thoi, né chia cit ho khoi truyén théng ong cha cia ho va
lam mat di cin tinh “khéac biét” gitta ho voi nhau; nén tinh “duy nhét” ciing dong thoi goi
nhic tinh “khac biét”. Mat di tinh khac biét nay, cong dong thiéu sb chi con 1a “cai khac” bi
dinh nghia boi ké manh. Di dan/ thudc dia 1a cong dong thiéu sd. Sy séng con cia cong dong,
do @0, khong phai 14 viéc bang moi gia phai trd vé/ lay lai qué huong, noi ho thudc vé va
van khong ngimg khic khoai vé né trong sudt thoi 1i hwong/ bi tri, ciing khong phai 1a viéc
cd géng gilt sy thuan khiét ctia can tinh dan tdc; ma 1a thira nhan su khong dé)ng nhét, su
khéc bi¢t gitra ho vdi nhau. biéu nay chi co thé lam duoc qua cac thé hé bﬁng su ké lai sang
tao cua chinh cac thanh vién. Cau chuyén 1a chdn gin giit va luu truyén an toan va hiru hiéu.
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2.2.2. Diém nhin ki vrc

Mot van dé mang tinh ki thudt c6 tac dong dén noi dung ki trc dugce ké lai, 1a diém nhin
ki tre. Christopher Jude McCarroll va John Sutton trong bai viét “Memory and Perspective”
(Can tinh va diém nhin) phan biét hai loai diém nhin khi ta hoi twong: (1) diém nhin cta
ngudi quan sat (observer perspective): chil thé hdi tudng tir ngdi thir ba, nhin thiy chinh
minh trong ki rc 4y nhu mot nhan vat, con minh ¢ vai nguoi quan sat dimg ngoai cau chuyén;
(2) diém nhin bén trong (field perspective): hdi tudng tir ngdi thir nhat, nhu thé sdng lai trai
nghiém déu tién ctia minh vé ki tre d6 (McCarroll & Sutton, 2017, p.114). Quan ni¢m truyén
thong cho rang ki {rc gan lién vé6i su that, nén diém nhin bén trong mang lai 6 chinh xéac
hon diém nhin nguoi quan sat. Vi mot nguoi thay doi diém nhin khi hdi tuong thi ciing thay
d6i nhan thic, tu duy, tinh cam, nén viéc gitr nguyén diém nhin (bén trong) dung nhu trai
nghiém ban dau khién viéc thuat lai ki te trd nén chén that hon. Tuy nhién, nhu da phan tich
¢ 3.1, ki &rc khong phai 1a ban sao chinh xac ndi dung trong qua khtr, ma c6 su “bién tap”,
b6 sung qua qua trinh ké lai, nén diém nhin bén trong khéng dong vai trd doc tén trong cau
chuyén ki rc. Thém vao d6, khi ké lai, ngudi ké it nhidu chiu anh huéng cia tu duy, tinh
cam hién tai, nén ké lai 1a qué trinh trai nghiém lai, déng thoi cling kém theo cd nhéan xét,
danh gia (du hitu thie hay vo thic). Thé nén ban chat cta cau chuyén ki trc dé chira dung ca
hai diém nhin, dé d4p tng hai tinh chat: luu trit va kién tao ki trc.

Diém nhin ki trc dong vai trd nhat dinh trong viéc xdy dung cin tinh. Trong khi diém
nhin bén trong ndi trdi hon & nhing ki trc gan lién véi cam xuc, tim li ca nhan, thi diém nhin
nguoi quan sat chiém uu thé & nhiing ki uc gén lién v6i su nhén thie. Cam xtc, tam 1i, nhan
thae déu la nhitng thudc tinh cta can tinh. Viéc chon lya diém nhin nao dé ké thé hién y dinh
cua nguoi ké chuyén mudn xdy dung nét ddm nhat nio ctia can tinh nhan vat. Noi buon chién
tranh cta Bao Ninh 12 mot vi du. Viée dat “ndi budn” 1én trude “chién tranh” cho théy hinh
tuong ngudi linh tac gia mubn khic hoa 1a mot con ngudi ddi dién trude cai ac va tinh yéu,
chir khong phai mau hinh ngudi linh séng trong li tuéng cach mang va cht nghia anh hung.
Pé 1am o y dinh éy, tac gia dé cho Kién trd thanh nha van, ké lai cau chuyén ctia minh qua
cudn tiéu thuyét xung “t6i1” — diéu nay duoc chi rd do mdt nhan vat “t61” xuét hién & cudi
truyén trong vai nguoi doc, doc va sép xép ban thao cua Kién. Anh ta nhan théy: “Con ban
than tac gia [tuc Kién — N.H.A], mac du xung “t61” nhung dich thuc y 1a ai trong nhitng linh
trinh sat 4y, nhitg hon ma, nhitng bd hai cdt moi tir day rimg 1én iy” (Bao Ninh, 2015,
pp.316-317). Chon thuét lai tir diém nhin bén trong cho thdy tim trang ctia Kién. Trong khi
d6, cau chuyén duoc ké lai (c6 thé 1a tap ban thao Kién di viét, nhung di duoc nhan vat “t6i”
sap x¢ép lai) ma doc gia cam trén tay mang tén “Nbi budn chién tranh” nay lai dugc ké tir
ngoi thur ba. N6 dat ngudi doc ¢ vi tri quan sat va nhan thirc lai hinh tugng nguoi linh. Vay
1a ¢6 hai céu chuyén dugc ké tir hai diém nhin khac nhau. Sy thay d6i diém nhin ki tc linh
hoat trong ctung mot tiéu thuyét nhu thé c6 thé noi rat nhiéu didu vé can tinh nhén vat.
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2.3. Can tinh va thin thé

Than thé d3 1a ddi trong trung tAm cua van hoc tir rat sém. Va viéc dung than thé nhu
mot ki hiéu biéu dat can tinh nhan vat cling da xuét hién tir 1au: tir vét seo trén chan cua
Odysseus, ma qua d6 ngudi va gia nhan ra danh tinh that su ciia chang, trong sur thi Odyssey,
dén than thé nghich di trong Gargantua va Pantagruel ciia Rabelais mé ra mot quan niém
moi vé con nguoi thé tuc thoi Phuc hung chdng lai cac thir gia hinh dao dirc. N6i tiéng hon
ca c6 18 1a than thé Chua Giésu trong Kinh Thanh khi nhép thé va phuc sinh, dai dién cho ca
than tinh va nhan tinh cta Thién Chaa. D6 1a mot s6 vi du ma Peter Brooks diém qua trong
cudn Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative (Tac pham than thé: Déi tuong
ham mudn trong tu su hién dai) (1993), nham kh'fmg dinh: “Can tinh, va sy nhan biét no, phu
thudc vao than thé da dugc danh déu bang mot ki hiéu dic biét, trong nhu cai biéu dat vé
mat ngon ngir. Ki hi¢u in sau vao than thé, khién no tré thanh mot phﬁn cua qua trinh biéu
dat” (p.3). T4t nhién cach thire biéu dat va quan niém vé can tinh trong van hoc tién hién dai
khong han giéng v&i thoi ki hién dai, ma chi nén hiéu 1a sy nhan dién nhan vat trong su khac
biét voi nguoi khac va véi thoi dai.

Niall Richardson va Adam Locks trong cudn Body Studies: The Basics (Nghién ciru
vé than thé: Nhimng van dé co ban) (2014) dat van dé: “ngudi ta c6 than thé [...] nhung ho
ciing 1a than thé” (Richardson & Locks, 2014, pp. viii-ix). N6i ham than thé va can tinh gin
chat v6i nhau qua nhéan dinh 4y, ¢ thé dién dat lai thanh: than thé khong chi biéu dat cin
tinh, ma than thé 1a cin tinh. Than thé biéu dat can tinh vi trén than thé, nhirng pham tru gioi,
chung toc, xu hudng tinh dyc... dugc thé hién. Than thé 1a can tinh, chéng han trong truong
hop than thé phi nhan (vi du: quai vat c6 than thé di hinh hay lai ghép trong than thoai Hi
Lap hay ngudi mang bénh tat trong Kinh Thanh; trong van hoc hi¢n dai, nhiing yéu td di
thuong cua than thé thuong dugc miéu ta mot cach 4n du hoac mang tinh hi¢n thuc huyén
d0) thuong dai dién cho cai ac/ cai tdi 16i. Vu hoa than bién thanh con tring ctia Samsa (Hoa
than — Franz Kafka) hay cai dudi lgn trong dong ho Buendia (Tram nam cé don — Gabriel
Garcia Marquez) 1a nhitng vi du tiéu biéu cho méi lién hé giita than thé va/la cin tinh.

Su biéu hién than thé con gén voi dién ngon van hoa — chinh tri. No6i 16 hon, than thé
la mot san phém van hoa — chinh tri. O tiéu muc 2.1, ching t6i da noi vé tinh chét “tu/ duoc
dinh nghia” cta can tinh trong mbi lién hé véi ca nhan va xa hoi. Than thé 1a phén chiu anh
huodng truc tiép, hiru hinh tr nhiing sy dinh nghia d6. Khong c6 mot than thé nao ton tai ma
khong dudi mot ap luc clia “cai nhin”: tir ci nhin ctia chinh minh trong guong lan dau tién
khi dtra tré soi guong bat ddu nhan ra minh nhu mot ca thé dén cai nhin cua “nguoi khac”.
Cai nhin cap nghia cho than thé, dong khung than thé vao nhimng dién ngon dinh san. Vi dy,
dién ngdn vé than thé khoa than nam va nir rat khac biét, du sy thé hién bé ngoai c6 thé gidng
nhau. Nhing co thé san chéc, tron ddy ctia nhitng bure twong, tranh v& cac vi than/ ngudi thoi
Hi Lap c¢d dai thé hién mot tiéu chuin thAm mi vé con nguoi tran thé (ma sau nay trd lai
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trong thoi Phuc Hung), nhung theo 1i giai cia Brooks, trong khi hinh tuong nam khoa than
biéu dat vé dep anh hung, thu hut ci nhin ngudng mo tir ngudi xem (hinh twong vua David
12 mot dién hinh), thi hinh twong nir khoa than ngay tir ddu da biéu dat y nghia khéu goi duc
tinh, thu hut cai nhin ham muén (nhu hinh twong nit than tinh yéu Aphrodite). Trong nhitng
thé ki sau, khi quan ni€ém nam quyén chiém uu thé thi co thé dan ong dugc che day lai, vi
duoc coi la tdc nhan chir khong phai 1a ddi tugng cua sy nhan biét, nhu than thé phu nil. bén
thé ki XIX, phu nit khoa than trong tic phdm nghé thuat 1a binh thudng thi dan éng khoa
than hiém thdy hon han (Brooks, 1993, pp.16-17). T4t ca déu 1a hé qua cta dién ngdn van
hoa. Trong van chuong, Tran Ngoc Hiéu trong bai viét “Than thé va van hoc: Hé dé tai
nghién ctru” xem xét truong hop than thé phu nit va tac pham chién tranh:

Trong trai nghi€ém cta phu ni v& chién tranh, than thé 1a noi du tién cam nhan dugc sy chuyén

ché ciia chién tranh. Khong phai vo ¢, nhitng nguoi phu nit trong cudn sach ctia Alexievich

[“Chién tranh khong c6 mot khudén mit phu nit” — N.H.A] ¢6 ki (rc rit sdu dam vé ho budc phai

cit bo bim toc dai ciia minh nhu 1a diéu kién bét budc d4u tién khi gia nhap quén d6i, phuc vu cho

cudc chién tranh nhan danh 1i tréng vé qude. Bim toc dai — biéu tuong cia vé dep tinh nit — 14 thir

ma ho phai hi sinh du tién va trong con mét dan ong, ciing 14 ciia nhitng nguoi dit quyén lich s,

khong c6 1i do gi dé nguoi ta phai khoc cho mét viée nho nhit nhu thé (p.115).

Dudi dién ngon chién tranh, can tinh nit bi tude bo, bi danh déng cung véi dan 6ng, ca
hai gi6i déu chi con duoc nhin dudi anh sang cta li tudng va muc dich chién dau — mot cai
nhin ngd 12 binh dang, nhung that ra 1a bat binh dang vi can tinh gisi di bi bo qua.

Ciing theo Brooks, than thé “c6 thé thudc vé qua trinh xa hoi hoa [...] nhung né thuong
xuat hién & phia xa ctia ranh gi6i gita tw nhién va van hoa, noi cubi cting vin hoa khong thé
kiém soat dugc” (Brooks, 1993, p.8). Vi than thé 12 mot san phém van hoa — chinh tri, thé
nén phan khang vin hoa — chinh tri cling xuét phat tir than thé. Truyén thong Carnaval di
vao van hoc trd thanh thu phap carnaval hoa tir nghién ctru cua Bakhtin, chi r0 nguyén li ctia
co thé nghich di trong tro choi tan phong — ha bé: tir viéc chon nguoi x4u xi nhét 1én lam
vua, nang cao phén ha téng than xac, ban nang, dén viéc ha bé nhitng gia tri dao dtrc duong
thoi thé hién trong nhitng guong mit, bo canh dep d&, quyén cao chirc trong (nhu trong Nha
tho Dire Ba Paris — Victor Hugo) 13 hanh dong phan khang lai nhitng ¥ niém truyén thong
khoéc 1én than thé va qua do, khoac 1én ca nhiing van dé vin hoa. Nhiing nim dau thé ki
XXI xuit hién mot hién tuong tho la trong van gidi Viét Nam: nhom Ngwa troi do su két
hop cua ndm nha tho nit Sai Gon. Trong tap tho D bdo phi thoi tiét, cac bai tho cia nam
nha tho nit huéng vé ca ngoi than xac va tinh nir, lim khi bi danh gia 1a “quéai dan”, “khiéu

993 4

dam”, “doi truy”°, nhung cling dugc nhin nhan 1a “céi tr6i1”, “thang than”” trudc cac hang

3 Xem: Tép tho quai dan cia nhém “Ngua troi”. (2006). Khai thac ngay 6/9/2022 tir https://cand.com.vn/Phong-
su-tu-lieu/Tap-tho-quai-dan-cua-nhom-Ngua-troi-i16791/

4 Xem: V& hién tuong “sex” trong tic phim vin hoc... (2005) Khai thac ngay 6/9/2022 tir
https://dantri.com.vn/giai-tri/ve-hien-tuong-sex-trong-tac-pham-van-hoc-1126612982.htm
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rao cam ki trong van chuong trong nudce cho dén nay. Khong danh gia vé phuong dién nghé
thuat, chi nhin nhu mot hi¢n tuong, thi it nhiéu nhom cling da tao dugc mot d4u 4n nhat dinh
trong sinh hoat vin hoc duong dai, bang than thé phan khang, ndi loan trong sang tac.

Nhu vay, than thé trong vin hoc khi 1a sy thé hién, khi 13 su kién tao (thudng qua biéu
hién phan khang) dién ngén. Nhirng ¥ niém vé qudc gia, dan toc, gidi... déu dugc trinh bay
noi than thé & nhttng mtc d6 khéc nhau. Trong nhiing hoan canh lich str — van hoa dac biét,
biéu hién truc quan tir than thé c6 thé dung chira ¥ nghia 16n lao, ching han khong phai ngau
nhién ma nhitng tu sy chién tranh thuong khong thé thiéu hinh anh cta than thé duc tinh. Co
thé mot phén vi tinh tryc quan, dé théy d& cham cta véan dé than thé khién dé lai 4n tuong
manh mé& noi ngudi doc, than thé d& phé bay nhitng duoc va mat, nhitng nguyén lanh va su
tan pha, mot cach ro rét nhét. N6i nhu Brooks: “Chinh trén than thé, ching ta tim kiém dau
an ctia can tinh, nhu cic nha van cia van hoc dai chiing da hiéu rat 15 [...] Nhimg khoang
khéc cao trao khi nhan thirc vé can tinh cua mot nguoi, vé trat tu cua vi tru luan li, dugc thé
hién trén than thé” (Brooks, 1993, pp.21-22).

3.  Kétluan

Vin hoc noi vé nhiéu cach thirc hinh thanh can tinh: V&i nhan vét cé thé, can tinh c6
san tir khi sinh ra (qua dong ddi, chang han) hodc duoc kién tao qua trai nghiém dudng doi.
Lai c6 truong hop nhan vat sinh ra v6i mot cin tinh sin c6 nhung khong nhan thire duoc no,
va hanh trinh ctia nhan vat la hanh trinh tim lai can tinh ciia minh. Can tinh, do d6, vira la
khéi nguyén, giai thich nhitng van dé thudc vé nhan vat (hanh dong, tinh cach, 101 néi), vira
1a san pham ciia qua trinh twong tac vai thé giéi. Vi hinh tugng cong dong, can tinh c6 thé
day 4p y nghia gan véi tinh dan toc, ciing ¢ thé rdng nghia va chd doi dugc cap nghia tir
bén ngoai (chiang han tir ngudi doc) khi gan véi tinh dai chung. Can tinh trong van hoc con
dugc thiy qua cach ké cau chuyén ki tre va su biéu dat than thé. Ki trc va than thé déu c6 thé
duoc khai thac déng thoi trén hai binh di¢n cén tinh ¢4 nhan va can tinh cong déng. bac biét
trong van hoc hién dai, ki trc va than thé thuong it an phan trong su thé hién can tinh sin co,
ma thuong di dén viéc kién tao lai can tinh dua trén sy phan khang.

Tim hiéu co ché hinh thanh can tinh trong vin hoc, qua cach thirc ké chuyén trén cac
binh dién: xay dung hinh tuong nhan vat, xay dung va kién tao ki trc va than thé, c6 thé mang
lai hiéu quad phan tich nhan vat sau sac hon, cling nhu két ndi nha van - van ban - nguoi doc
vao cling mot qua trinh dién gidi.

% Tuyén bé vé quyén loi: Tac gid xac nhan hoan toan khéng cé xung dét vé quyén loi.
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ABSTRACT

The paper explores how identity is expressed in literature by building individual character,
narrative memory and representative body. An individual character is modelled based on the self-
defining (by internal factors) and defined (by external factors) formula, while an image of community
is built from concepts of nationalism and popularity. Depending on the modes of building characters
in literature, identity can be meaningful or empty, uniform or competing with each other and with
society. In the aspect of memory, identity is seen from within through narrating of the characters and
the author. In the aspect of body, identity shifts from the mind to the physical body, showing both
agreement and resistance to the social pattern imposed on the body. From the theoretical aspects to
typical examples in literature, the paper provides a general and specific view of identity in literature
and shows the effectiveness of analyzing identity associated with the art of narrative and concepts
of culture.

Keywords: body in literature; identity in literature; narrative memory
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