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TOM TAT

Trong doi song vin hoc Viét Nam nhitng nam cudi thé ki XX, dau thé ki XXI, Nguyén Huy
Thiép la cdi tén néi bt nhat. Truyén ciia ong 16i cuén béi dé cdp nhitng van dé nong cia xa héi
thoi ki doi méi. Mot yéu t6 nita khién tac pham ciia Nguyén Huy Thiép hap dan d6 la hé thong ki
hiéu da tang nghia. Véi tdp truyén Mwa Nhd Nam, tac gia chii ¥ dén hai ki hiéu néi bdt: biéu tiwong
miede va biéu tiong than thoai chira dwng nhiéu y nghia triét Ii va tham mi déc ddo. Do la triét li vé
dién ngon lich sir va so phdn con nguoi qua thing tram thoi cude, la nhitng cdi dep dich thue cia
nén tang van héa dan téc trong cong cudc hién dai héa ddt nwée. Bang phiwong phdp ki hiéu hoc,
phdn tam hoc, phé binh tiéu sir va phdn tich - tong hop; bai viét lam ré ¥ nghia tham mi va tw
tuwong cua hai ki hiéu trén, nham lan téa né trén tinh than nhan van va tham mi.

Tir khéa: than thoai; Nguyén Huy Thiép; ki hi¢u hoc; biéu tuong; nudc

1.  Patvan dé

Nguyén Huy Thiép (1950-1921) I nha vin thanh cong voi thé loai truyén ngan. Sau
mot vai truyén dang trén bdo Van Nghé nhung chua dugc nhiéu doc gia biét dén, sy xuét
hién ctia Twéng vé huu (1989) di gay tiéng vang 16n trén ca nudc. Tac pham dugc xem
nhu 14 sy mé dau cho van hoc Viét Nam thoi ki déi méi. Sau T uong vé huu, nha van cho ra
doi hang loat truyén ngin dic sic, va né da khang dinh vi tri hang du cia 6ng trong doi
song van hoc cudi thé ki XX, dau thé ki XXI. Truyén ngan ctia Nguyén Huy Thiép hap dan
ban doc boi nhiing dé tai riét rong cua xa hoi thoi ki hau bao cép, boi mot 161 viét giau suy
tudng lich st cia mot nha gido day su, bdi mot tam thic co phén két hop gitta y thue va vo
thirc - gitra hién thyc va huyén 40... TAt ca di tao ra tinh mo hoa, da nghia, nhiéu an du...
cua nhitng sinh thé nghé thuat déy tinh bi an. Boi vay, dé 1am ndi 1én nhitng nét mo, nhiing
“sy im 1dng” ctia cAu chit; ngudi doc can dung tir nhidu goc nhin, van dung nhiéu 1i thuyét
tly vao timg tic pham méi co thé kham pha, gidi ma dugc. Trong bai viét nay, ching toi
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van dung li thuyét Ki hiéu hoc dé tiép nhan tap truyén Mwa Nha Nam. Mwa Nha Nam gé)m
¢ 15 truyén ngin, trong d6 c6 nhitng truyén rat ndi tiéng nhu Twdng vé hwu, Khéng cé
vua, Con gdi thity than va bd ba truyén gy nhiéu tranh cii Kiém sdc, Vang lhira, Phdam
tiét. .. Tap truyén do Nha xuét ban Vian hoc 4n hanh nam 2001.
2. Noi dung nghién ciru

Ki hiéu hoc (sémiologie) 1a mot 1i thuyét xuat hién tir cudi thé ki XIX véi hai tén tudi
mé dau Charles Sanders Peirce (1839-1914) va Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913). Sau
do, nd6 duoc tiép ndi, bd sung vO&i cac tén tudi nhu Hjelmslev, Umberto Eco va Roland
Barthes. Theo Umberto Eco, ki hi¢u c6 17 loai, trong d6 cé biéu tuong. Biéu tuong co6 hai
loai, c6 hinh va khong c6 hinh (Thuy Khue, 2018, pp.483-484). Biéu twong c¢6 hinh ¥ nghia
kha 6n dinh, biéu twong khong ¢ hinh ¢6 nhidu nét mo vé nghia, tiiy thudc vao nguoi tiép
nhan. Hai biéu tugng noi bat trong tap truyén Mura Nhd Nam 13 “nudc” va “yéu té huyén
40" déu thudc loai biéu twong khong co hinh, d6 1 co s¢ dé chiing t6i tién hanh giai ma.

Nguyén Huy Thiép Ia hién tuong thd vi cua nén vin hoc Viét Nam sau 1975. Béi vi
sau khi xuit hién trén vin dan véi truyén ngan Twdng vé huu, Nguyén Huy Thiép ngay lap
tic gdy duoc tiéng vang trong doi séng van hoc khong chi trong nudc ma ca & nude ngoai.
Vin Nguyén Huy Thiép c6 mét sic hit ki la. Ong c6 mot cach viét méi me, mot 16i van da
giong diéu. C6 khi giong van nhu 15i an tiéng nodi ngoai doi séng, c6 cam gidc nhu ong
ludi ding tir, dat cau theo dung ngit phap (Twong vé huwu). C6 khi loi van nhe nhang, sau
ling nhu mot bai tho (Chdy di séng oi, Thwong nhé dong qué). Co khi dan vit, sac sao,
chiém nghiém (Con gai thiy than)... Nguoi doc nhan ra ¢ 6ng mét 16i tu duy sac sao, mot
con miat nhin xuyén tam c6i (Pham, 2001), mot thai do luén ndng nan véi cude sdng, mot
nu cudi ngao nghé..., tit ca dugc bao boc boi tam thire nude va khdng khi huyén thoai.
Diéu d& nhan thay nhat d6 1a chat triét Ii trong truyén cua ong, d6 1a mot thi triét 1i khong
cao siéu, rat gan giii va tinh thyc té cao. Ong mudn 16i ra anh sang, bay ra truéc mat moi
ngudi nhimg gi ma dao duc cho 1a phai gidu kin (Con gai thay than). Ong mudn tran tuc
hoa nhiing cai ma nén ¢ & chdn tran tuc dé lam thudce do cho pham gia con ngudi (Sang
s6ng). Va ong co xu huéng di khai thac chat quang quy hiém trong sau tham tam hon cua
con ngudi ciing nhu 1& huyén vi cia tao hoa, nhan sinh qua tinh da tri ciia biéu tuong nudc
va biéu twong cai huyén ao.
2.1. Biéu twong nwéc

Theo vin hoa tin ngudng dan gian Viét Nam, c6 ba mau cai quan vii try, dé 1a Mau
Thuong Thién (me Troi), Mau Thuong Ngan (me Nui va Dat) va Mau Thoai (me Nudc).
Phuong T4y (Gaston Bachelard) ciing quan niém rang c6 bon nguyén té cin ban ciu thanh
cua vil tru, d6 1 nwéc, lira, dat va khong khi (Thuy Khue, 2018, p.438). Nhu vay, du la
DPoéng hay Tay, nudc ludn hién hiru trong doi séng vat chit ciing nhu tinh than caa con

2 Trong bai viét nay, chiing t6i ding cac khai niém huyén do, huyén thoai, than thoai véi nghia nhu nhau.
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ngudi. Tir 6, nude ludn hién hitu trong van hoc nghé thuat nhu chitng nhan cua su séng
Vva nén tang cua tu tuéng cling nhu cia tudng twong con nguoi.

Tap Mwa Nha Nam cua Nguyén Huy Thiép truyén nao ciing c6 nudc. Nhung nuéc Voi
tu cach 1a mot ki hiéu ngdn ngir mang nhiéu ¥ nghia sdu xa vé nhan sinh ciing nhu triét Ii vé
cudc doi dam dic nhat 1 trong cac truyén Chay di séng oi, Con gdi thiy than va Sang sdng.

Ngudi Viét thuong dung tir “dong doi” dé chi mot doi ngudi. Trong cam quan
chung ctia con ngudi, cudc doi 1a mot dong chay tir thay dén chung. Co6 1& vi vy ma
dong song duoc coi 1a mot trong nhitng ¢6 mau chira nhiéu trAm tich cua vin héa nhan
loai. Dong song trong tap truyén ngin Mira Nhd Nam cua Nguyén Huy Thiép vira thaim
dam nhitng cam quan chung cua v thirc cong dong, vira mang ddm ma vin hoa cua riéng
tac gia.

Trong truyén cia Nguyén Huy Thiép, dong song trudc hét 1a ki hiéu cho dong chay
vo thuong cua doi song v6i vo van nhimg d6i thay va thiang trAm. Dong song nao ma
ching chay qua nhitng ghénh thac, nhitng khic khuyu, nhitng vach ndi va nhimg chd
thang bang..., d6 chiang phai 1a duong/dong doi cia mot con ngudi hay sao? La nguoi
theo dao Phat, Nguyén Huy Thiép ludén nghi vé sy vo thuong va hing thudng cua mot
doi ngudi. Dong song trong truyén ngin Nguyén Huy Thiép thdm dim cam quan Phat
gido vé 1& vo thuong. Dong song trude hét 1a biéu tuong cla sy ém a: “Con sdng bén
nudc mo mang va budn ¢6 lidu, ntra nhu chd doi, ntra nhu hon ddi... nudce liing 10 tré1”,
“Chiéu xudng, tiéng chudéng nha thd & giita bén Cdc lan trén mat song ménh mang vo
tan” (Chay di séng oi) (Nguyen, 2001, p.5). Doi ngudi, nht 13 tudi tho, ciing ém 4, ciing
diy mo mong nhu dong song. Chinh dong song yén a budn dy ma nhan vat “t6i” trong
Con gdi thity than 1an dau tién tham thia cam giac vé 18 vo thuong: “Swong mu giing
giang trén mit séng. Khi ning 1én suong tan ra swong tan ra rdi bay di nhu khéi nhu
may... Séng v4 bd day xac nhitng con phil du nhitng con vor chét dén tan sat chan toi. Ay
1a cam giac vé 1& vo thuong 1an dau tim dén ron rén tham do tim hon t6i.” (Con gdi thiy
than) (Nguyen, 2001, p.135). L& vo thuong tham do tdm hon nhan vt t6i, dé rdi nhan vat
t6i hién minh cho dong chay 4y ma di tim con gai thily than nhu 13 sy 4m anh c6 mau
thoi thac kiém tim thud hong hoang nhén loai.

Hanh trinh ctia nuée 1a di tir trong “Dudi cau mede chay trong veo” dén duc “Mdu
tuén nede mdt hon lia chim bao”, nude da duc rdi thi khong thé tré lai trong. Hanh trinh
Thay Kiéu 1a di tr “Hai van lan budc dim xanh” cia Kim Trong dén “Tréng 1én mdt st
den si” ciia HO Ton Hién. Am anh “den si” 4y da thyc sy lam chai li cam xtc ctia Thiy
Kiéu khi doan vién cung Kim Trong. Nhan vat “toi” trong Con gdi thiy than ciing nhu
Kiéu. Dong song trong Con gdi thity than 14 ki hiéu cho cudc doi ctia nhan vat toi. Tubi
tho ctia “t6i” hon nhién, trong sang, dep d& cung dong song qué hwong véi nhig dém
trang trén séng, v4i nhitg cau chuyén li ki thim dAm huyén thoai. Nhan vt toi sinh ra

A9

roi 16n 1én, nhung ciing nhu dong song khong thé dimg im, “t6i” khong thé chap nhan
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cudc sébng quan quanh: “sang di cay, chiéu dao da ong, tbi 16t giang dan mii”. Chang
quyét di vé phia bién dé tim cho dugc con gai thiy than, tim cho dwgc nhirng cb gai tén
Phuong dﬁy bi hiém: “Long to1 cOn cdo, dau ddu mot ndi khic khoai huong vé Me Ca,
con gai thuy than. Nang 1a ai? Nang x4u hay dep? Nang & dau, goc bién chan troi nao?”
(Con gdi thity than) (Nguyen, 2001, p.123). Trong hanh trinh ddy gian nan 4y, nhan vét
t61 khong thé chéng lai quéa trinh “duc héa” ciia dong nudc cude doi. Chua dén duogc
bién, chang da tro thanh trai bao cho quy ba: “Nhirng ngay ¢ nha c6 Phuong khién toi
suy sup. Toi kiét strc. Toi phai tiép tir mot dén ba quy ba, quy ¢6 mot ngay. Toi hoa mat,
chéng mat” (Con gdi thity than) (Nguyen, 2001, p.146). Dong song cta “toi” dd duc mat
r0i. Su bét lyc cua chang trude sy dang hién trinh tiét ctia May cho thay rat rd quy luat
“nuéc da duc thi khong thé tré lai trong” nghiét nga cua dong doi.

Tuy nhién, dong song khong chi biéu tugng cho dong doi véi nhitng bién thién vo
thuong. N6 con 13 sy hang thudng cua ¢di nhan sinh. Du ¢6 bao nhiéu khuc khuyu, gap
ghénh, dong sdng nao rdi ciing d6 ra bién 16n; ciing ddm chim, ciing hun hut vao cdi vo
thuy v6 chung:

Téi ctr di, di mai... Trude mit toi 1a dong séng thao thiét. Séng chay ra bién. Bién rong vo

cung. Toi chua biét bién... Toi chua biét bién... Ma toi song nira cude doi roi ddy. Chi vai

nam nita dén nam 2000.

Con gai thuy than! Nang ¢ dau? Nang & chd nao? Vi cai gi? Boi cai gi? Dé t6i muon mau

son phén ra di.

Con gai thuy than! Nang & dau? Nang & chd nao? Vi cai gi? Boi cai gi? Dé t6i muon mau

son phén ra di. (Con gdi thiy than) (Nguyen, 2001, p.148).

Déu gi thi khat vong vuon tdi ctia con ngudi 13 bat tan, khong gi co thé ngan noi.
Poan van trén duoc 1ap lai ba lan trong Con gdi thiiy than chinh 13 thong diép vé sy khao
khat kiém tim mai mai ma Nguyén Huy Thiép mudn giri téi nguoi doc.

Tiép ndi ki hiéu vé dong song vo thudng va hiang thudng trong Con gdi thiy than,
dong song cua Chay di séng oi 13 sy ma hoa cua ban chat nghiét ngd cudc séng xa hoi.
Nhitng yéu thuong, han thu; cao thugng, thép hén; vi tha, ich ki; biét on, vo on... déu dién
ra trén dong séng co con trau den than thoai. Néu con trau den 1 quéa khir ctia nhan loai tot
dep; thi nhimg ganh dua, ti hiém trong nghé chai ludi trén séng chinh 1a su phat trién di
dén tha hoa cta con nguoi hién tai. Trong cudc séng hién dai, noi mong mudi lac hau nhét
1a noi con ngudi séng véi nhau dep nhat. Nguoi phuong Tay rat vin minh, nhung ho thich
di du lich vé nhing noi con hoang da 1a vi vay.

Chi Thim, ngudi chéo do trén khuc song dd ctru biét bao nhiéu ngudi dudi nude
nhung chi lai chét nuéc vi khong cé ai ctru: “Khon nan! Nha Thim ctru duoc khong biét
bao nhiéu ngudi & khic séng ndy... Thé ma cudi cing no lai chét dudi ma khong ai ctru...”
(Chay di séng oi) (Nguyen, 2001, p.17). Cai chét cua chi Tham, khuc song ¢ con trau den
12 ndi 4m anh khon nguoi vé than phan con ngudi cing véi sy nghiét ngd ctia nd: “Chay di
song oi. Ban khoan lam gi. Roi song dai hét. Anh hung con chi?” (Nguyen, 2001, p.17).
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Dong song ghi ddu 4n tit ca, nhung dong song ciing s& xda nhoa tit ca. Ping trudc thoi
gian, ngudi quan tir hay ké tiéu nhan déu binh dang. Tit ca déu khong tranh khoi su x6a
nhoa vi dai cua thoi gian. Do cling 1a mdt ki hi€u nira cua Chay di song oi: “Bao nhiéu
nim nay chang hé c6 ai hoi thim nha Thim... Nha Thim chét dudi hai chuc nim rdi!”
(Nguyen, 2001, p.17). Ciing nhu bao nguoi khac, chi Thim ciing roi vao vuc thim cta sy
lang quén. Nhung khong vi thé ma nguoi ta khong “sang song”: “Bén séng cé tiéng ai
goi dén 1a rao riét: - Do oi... do oi! Do oi! Gi do!” (Nguyen, 2001, p.17). D6 chinh 13 su
vay goi khong nging cia doi sdng, con ngudi can phai nhap vao dong chay cudc doi.

Dong sbéng trong Sang séng ciing mang ¥ nghia triét 1i vo vi cua Pao gido. Vo vi
khong phai 12 khong 1am gi ma 1a khong 1am nhimng diéu trai v6i ty nhién, xa hon 12 trai
v6i luan thuong dao li. Boi trén doi nay moi thir rdi s& “sang séng”. Chi c¢6 tu nhién,
thién nhién 13 & lai. Trén chuyén do sang séng 1a mot xa hoi thu nho. O d6 co ton giao
(nha su), c6 nghé thuat (nha tho), co6 gido duc, dao duc (nha gido, nguodi thiéu phu), co
tinh yéu (doi trai gai), c6 thién than 13n ac quy (dira bé, tudng cudp)... Trong khong gian
con do nho hep, trong thdi gian chuyén do ngin ngii, nhung ciing du dé tac gia trién khai
biéu twong con do - dong song ctua minh. Du thién than hay ac quy, du tinh yéu hay trd
khi, du gia tri hay phi gia tri, du dao dtc hay vo dao... tat ca déu tré vé cat bui, déu phai
sang bén kia song. Chi c6 nha su va co 1ai do (vo vi) la & lai. Dong song & lai, c6 141 do &
lai dé tiép tuc dwa cudc doi sang song. Hon thua lam gi, ganh dua 1am gi, san si lam gi. ..
dong song cudc doi s& ddy dua tat ca.

Biéu tugng dong séng chi 1a mot phan cua ki hidu nudc trong sang tac ciia Nguyén
Huy Thiép nhung ciing da giup ngudi doc kham phé biét bao nhiéu diéu cta ton tai xa
hoi cling nhu 1€ nhan sinh. Du sao, biéu tuong nudc chua phai la diéu lam nén dic sic
truyén ngin Nguyén Huy Thiép. Yéu té lam nén dic trung truyén ciia 6ng chinh 14 nhiing
biéu tuong than thoai.
2.2. Biéu twong yéu té huyén do

Nha ki hiéu hoc van héa nguoi Buc, Ernst Cassirer viét: “San pham cta cong ning
sang tac than thoai, nhat dinh c6 mot y nghia triét hoc, nghia 1a c¢6 thé Ii giai dugc. Néu qua
than thoai trong tit ca cac loai hinh twong va ki hiéu déu an chua loai ¥ nghia nao do, thi
vach 1 ¥ nghia 1a nhiém vu cua triét hoc” (Phuong, 1999, p.156). Vay nén, kham pha y
nghia cuia yéu té than thoai trong tac pham cua Nguyén Huy Thiép 1a “nhiém vy’ can thiét.
Diéu dic biét 1am nén phong cach Nguyén Huy Thiép dé 1a yéu té huyén 4o trong sang tac
cta 6ng. St dung yéu té huyén ao 1a mot thu phap 1am nén tinh hap dan cua tac pham, n6
khong la gi trong van hoc hién dai chau Mi v6i Chu nghia hién thuc huyén do réat noi tiéng.
Nhung ¢ van hoc hién dai Viét Nam thi d6 1a mét hién tugng chua thuc sy néi bat. Vay
Nguy&n Huy Thiép str dung cac ki hiéu huyén ao nhu thé ndo, c6 muc dich gi, y nghia
ra sao?

1459



Tap chi Khoa hoc Trwong BPHSP TPHCM Dang Van Vi

R4t nhiéu nguoi cho ring swong mu huyén thoai bao phi hau hét nhitng trang sach
Nguyén Huy Thiép, n6 hd trg doc gia doc ra mot s tin hiéu thugc mién tinh than tiém an,
siéu thirc tham sau (Pham, 2001). That vay, Nguyén Huy Thiép c6 tai tao khdng khi huyén
40 tir nhitng cai rat thuc té, rat tran trui, nguoi doc ludn trdi trong cam giac vira thuc vira
hu. Tinh hip din dugc ting 1én rat nhiéu nho duoc chim ddm trong khong khi d6. Nhu
truyén Tuwong vé hueu, mot cu chuyén thuc dén nghiét ngd, nhung nha van van tao cho ta
cam giac hu 40 nhd vao nhing chi tiét nhu nguoi con chi biét 16 mo vé ngudi cha, vé céi
chét cua 6ng Thuan... Truyén Sang sdng la nhixng bi hiém cta nha su, nha tho, nha gido.
Hién thuc that khung khiép trong truyén Khong c6 vua, nhung nha vin van tao ra nhing
nét m& kho nhan biét.

Trong hau hét cc truyén, Nguyén Huy Thiép déu st dung ki hiéu than thoai nhu 1a
mot tha phap “la hoa” tac pham mot cach can thiét dé thoat khoi “chat hién thuc” vén dé
gay su nham chan noi ngudi doc. Nghia 12 nghé thuat ludn phai 1a chat men cua hién thuc;
n6 1a doi séng, nhung phai 1a mot thir doi séng “toa huong sic” dam da dé nguoi doc dén
vé6i tac pham 1a dén voi mot thé gisi khac, ddy su dam mé va la 1am. Huyén thoai noi
chung va cua Nguyén Huy Thiép néi riéng khong ngoai muyc dich iy. Nhung khong phai
chi ¢ muc dich dy. Huyén thoai Nguy&n Huy Thiép c6 phai mién tinh than tiém dn, siéu
thirc tham sau hay khong? Khong ai ¢ thé pha nhan nhitng huyén bi caa tiém thic va vo
thirc. Vo thac tap thé va vo thirc ca nhan chi phdi nha vin trong qua trinh sang tac, hoic la
nha vin ¥ thic sir dung né nhu mot phuong tién nghé thuat dé chuyén tai tu twong hay gui
gam thong diép? Chi c6 tac gia moi biét 16 diéu nay. Bao gio cho dén ngay xwa? N&i &m
anh huyén thoai trong truyén Nguyé&n Huy Thiép 1a diéu c6 that.

C6 nguoi nhan xét dai y rang, hién thuc x6 bd duoc loc qua céi nhin, cai nghe, cam
nhan y thirc, truc giac, tiém thac va vo thic, siéu miu cong dong va siéu mau ca nhan tao
ra nhitng giot vang thanh thot roi vao trai tim (Pham, 2001). D6 chinh la cai tam cua nghé
si Nguyén Huy Thiép. Thir ban dén van d& hién thyc di qua siéu mau. Siéu mau hay
nguyén so tuong duoc hinh thanh tir 16p vo thirc tap thé va né ludn tac dong dén nguoi
nghé si trong qua trinh kham pha hién thyc. C6 nguoi khong rd dau vét iy, nhung dbi voi
Nguy&n Huy Thiép, dudng nhu né chi phdi rat nhiéu. Trong Nhitng ngon gié Hua Tat, linh
hon nguoi Tay Béc ngay xua thip thoang bay trong truyén cua anh: “Nhiing ngudi séng
trong truyén c6 khong con nita. O Hua Téat, ho di bién thanh dat bui va tro than ca. Tuy
vay, linh hdn caa ho van thap thoang bay trén cac khua cit nha san. Nhu nhitng ngon gié”
(Nhitng ngon gié Hua Tat) (Nguyen, 2001, p.315). P6 con 1a con HO, chang Khé trong
Trai tim Ho; 1a con Cong trong Con tha I6n nhat; 1a nang Bua, hil vang trong Nang Bua; 1a
duce tinh trung thuc cua chang Hac trong Tiéc xde vui nhat; 12 ¢d géi gitta con mua trong
Pat quén; 12 hon da nho trong Nang Sinh... Tt ca da tao nén mot khong khi lung linh
huyén 40, mot mau sic la giita nhitng sic mau hién thuc.
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Khong phai Nguyén Huy Thiép st dung biéu twong than thoai nhu mot thu thuat dé
né tranh su theo ddi cua quyén luc nhu nhidu nguodi di néi (Pham Xuan Nguyén, 2001).
Thuec ra truyén caa 6ng khong dung cham dén quyén luc. Quyén luc 4y c6 ching chi la sic
manh cua truyén thong, cua siéu thirc tham sau. Nhing truyén gay tranh céi nhat nhu Kiém
sdc, Pham tiét, Vang lira ciing khong phai 1a chinh tri (ciing ¢6 v kién cho rang d6 1am cam
thire giai thiéng lich st). Theo cach hiéu caa ching t6i, nd thuan nhat van Ia vin dé con
ngudi V6i bao nhiéu ric rdi, bi an, phac tap. Khdm phé nhiing chiéu kich cua con ngudi
lubn 1a ndi khic khoai khon cuing cia Nguyén Huy Thiép. T4t nhién, con ngudi ton tai rang
budc trong cac mdi quan hé xa hoi nén khdng thé tranh khoi nhirng van dé xa hoi. C6 nhiéu
ngudi tya lung vao cai ma ho cho 1a chan 1i & phan d6i Nguyén Huy Thiép, trong khi chan
li khéng phai 1a miéng banh chia déu cho tat ca moi ngudi, duong chan troi that ra 1a mot
khoang tréng ménh mong. Dwa vao co so hién thuc dé phé phan 6ng ching khac nao dya
vao li tri dé phé phéan cam xuc, vi cam xuc né c6 con dudng di riéng, c6 1i 18 ciia nd. Huyén
thoai Nguyén Huy Thiép 1a nghé thuat chir khdng phai thu thuat.

RO rang, than thoai caa Nguyén Huy Thiép c6 ngudn gdc tir huyén thoai dan gian
nhung nod hoan toan khong phai 12 huyén thoai dan gian, ma 1a su sang tao dua trén co s&
huyén thoai dan gian. Huyén thoai Con gai thiy than vira c6 xua, vira hién dai, nhirng co
gai tén Phuong rat bi hiém va ciing rat thuc té, tan thoi. Biéu twong “con gai thily than” 1a
su vay goi ctia qua khir &m anh nhan vat toi tim vé vai vé dep ngudn coi. Nhung dé tro vé
VGi no, nhan vat da phai trai qua bao nhiéu song gi6 va phai danh d6i ca nhan hanh cua
minh. Nhan vat Chuong trong Chay di séng oi ngan ngo di tim huyén thoai nhu nhan vat
“Em” ngan ngo di tim 14 diéu bong trong bai tho cua Hoang Cam. C6 mét ndi budn trai dai
trén timng ddu chan v vong cia Chuong, ca dén khi anh dung lai & cudi trang sach. Biéu
tugng con trau den than thoai chinh 1a sitc manh v6 hinh khi con ngudi biét tya lung vao
qua khir. Nhung dé quéa kht truyén sac manh thi con nguoi can phai tét: “Trau den co
thuc! N6 ¢ duéi nude. Khi nd 1én bo 1a n6 mang cho ngudi ta sic manh. .. nhung nhin thay
n6, duge n6 ban diéu ki diéu phai 1a ngudi tot” (Chdy di séng oi) (Nguyen, 2001, p.15).
Nguy&n Huy Thiép gui gam diéu ndy giita IGc nhidu ngudi “an may di vang”, “khai thac
qua kht” dén kiét ciing dé vinh than phi gia.

Trong Nhitng ngon gié Hua Tat, mic du cau chuyén caa thoi hién dai nhung yéu té
huyén thoai, truyén thuyét chi phéi rat nhiéu trong cach két cau cét truyén ciing nhu noi
dung ¥ nghia ma tac gia mudn guri gam. CAc nhan vat chinh cua truyén c6 quan hé véi su
kién la lang. Su kién la lung, hién twong bat binh thuong 1a nhitng yéu tb tha vi, tao nén
tinh hip dan caa chum truyén nay. Nhimng diém médc quan trong cua truyén, caa cudc doi
cac nhan vat duoc goi 1a “thoi diém may mén”. Piéu ndy khéa gidng véi truyén cé tich.
Nhung trong truyén c¢6 tich, thoi diém may mian luén dén dung vao lac nhan vét bi bé tic
va nd gitp nhan vat dugc dbi doi, truyén két thic c6 hau. Nhung trong Nhitng ngon gi6
Hua Tat, chi cd ba truyén c6 cach két thuc nhu thé. Con lai déu c6 két cuc bi tham. Nguyén
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Huy Thiép mudn ndi véi ching ta rang, két thic c6 hau chi c6 trong truyén cé tich. Con
trong cudc doi thuc hiém hoic khéng c6 chd cho né. Nhu vay, sir dung biéu twong than
thoai, nha van nhu mudn khang dinh hon tinh hién thuc nghiét ngd cua cudc doi. Cai tiém
thuc, céi siéu mau nhu 1a nhitng thudc do nhitng gia tri hién dai.

Huyén thoai thuong mang tinh lac quan, tin & con ngudi nhan ai. Diéu nay duong
nhu chi dung trong vin hoc dan gian, con ddi véi Nguyén Huy Thiép khong phai nhu vay.
Huyén thoai Ch;j Tham la tiéng hat cua thud nao té tai: “Chay di song oi, Ban khoan lam
0i? R6i song dai hét, Anh hung con chi?... Con trau den, con trau den trong thoi tho 4u caa
t61 nay dau roi?”. (Nguyen, 2001, p.17). Huyén thoai Con gai thaiy than Ia cuc hanh trinh
tim kiém v6 vong dén Kiét cung suc lyc ciia Chuong: “Con gai thuy than. Nang ¢ dau?
Nang & chd nao? Vi céi gi? Boi cai gi? Pé t6i muon mau son phéan ra di...” (Nguyen,
2001, p.148). Piép khiic dau budn 4y chinh 1a niém tin bi d6 va.

Va c6 phai biéu tuong than thoai Ngo Thi Vinh Hoa trong Pham tiét 1a hién than
cta cai dep tuyét d6i? Ngd Thi Vinh Hoa sinh ra mét cach ki la: “Khi dé ra Vinh Hoa, trén
néc nha bdng c6 dam may ngii sic bay dén, toa ra anh sang ruc rd, khap noi hwong thom
ngao ngat. Trén c6 Vinh Hoa c6 bay trang hoa quan cd, xoe 10ng ban tay thay c6 vién ngoc
& trong, trén khic hai chit thien ménh” (Phdm tiét) (Nguyen, 2001, p.243). Vinh Hoa la
ngudi mang theo ménh troi dé kéo vi nhan vé véi doi thuong. Nguyén Hué hay Nguyén
Anh thi ciing chi 12 ngudi pham, cling ham sac duyc, ciing thich dn ngon mic dep. Pung
dua ho 18n hang thanh than, thanh than thudc thé gisi khac, hon nita thé gisi thanh than
cling day san si. Mat khéc, pham tiét cua nang Vinh Hoa chi 1a huyén thogi. Nguyén Huy
Thiép 1 nha van thich kham pha nhitng mit gia tao ciia con ngudi dé con nguoi bot dao
duc gia, sbng that hon.

C6 ngudi cho rang, Nguy&n Huy Thiép c6 tai 1am cho nguoi doc chim dim trong thé
gidi hoang d4, bia dat; dong thoi gay thich thu, tAm dac (Pham, 2001). D6 chinh 1a céi tai
tao khong khi swong mu huyén thoai. Nhiéu truyén rat hién thyc va hién dai, nhung nha
van da phét 1én cho né mau son huyén thoai nham gy hung thl va tao cam giac kiém tim,
trg vé... Tac gia khong dung biéu tuong than thoai dé khai thong bé tic vé Ii luan nhu
nhiéu nguoi da két luan, don gian bai Ii luan cua nghé thuat khdng phai bang Ii 18.

Biéu twong than thoai Nguyén Huy Thiép ludn 1a con dudng di vé phia sau tham tam
hon con ngudi. O d6, c6 thé con nguoi s& gap lai chinh minh. Khai thac, sir dung ki hiéu
huyén thoai, nha van di lam cho tiac phdm cia minh mang mau sic huyén hodc xa xam.
Siéu thirc tham sau duge danh thic boi vo thirc hay dé 1a ¥ thuc vé mot phuong tién nghé
thuat ciia nha vin? Huyén thoai cia Nguyén Huy Thiép 1a huéng noi hay huéng ngoai?
Day la diéu khong dé két luan. Du gi di nira, dong lai tir nhimng trang van thim dam huyén
thoai 1a mot tAm 10ng tha thiét véi doi, mot trai tim ludn néng hdi véi con ngudi. Tinh yéu
cudc song, tinh yéu dong loai va khat khao nhiing diéu tét dep cho con nguoi 12 tinh than
bao trim Ién tac pham Nguyén Huy Thiép.
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3.  Kaétluan

Sy phan chia biéu tugng dong sdng, biéu tuong than thoai nhu trén 1a dé dé dang
khao sat chir thuc té trong tac pham né ldng vao nhau dé soi sang cho nhau ciing véi nhiéu
ki hiéu khac nira. Thuc té chi ra rang, khac vai dau hiéu thuong c6 gid tri 1-1, nghia 13 mot
dau hiéu n6 c6 mot y nghia, nd kha thong nhat véi nhau va c6 tinh qui wéc; ki hiéu hay
biéu twong thi khong phai nhu vay. Mét ki hiéu/ biéu twong cé thé c6 rat nhiéu y nghia, n6
thuong 6 nhitng chiéu sau co khi 1a khdng cuing, kho co thé bao quat hét. Néi diéu do dé
thiy rang, nhitng y nghia tir biéu tuong dong séng (nuéc) va than thoai ma ching toi khai
thac trén ddy chua chic 1a diéu ding din va sau sic cudi cung, d6 ciing 1a dic trung cua
tiép nhan van hoc. Pi sdu kham pha cac loai ki hiéu caa Nguyén Huy Thiép, chic chan s&
lam hién 16 ngay cang rd hon va nhiéu hon nhiing via ting ¥ nghia sdu xa ma nha vin
Nguy&n Huy Thiép d3 ma hoa vio sang tac ciia minh. Dé gia ma nd, ngoai ki hiéu hoc,
ngudi tiép nhan can van dung nhiéu Ii thuyét khac méi c6 thé 1am sang to duoc. Boi vay,
sang tac caa Nguyén Huy Thiép ludn co st vay goi ddi véi ngudi nghién ciu.

% Tuyén bé vé quyén loi: Tac gid xac nhan hoan toan khéng cé xung dét vé quyén loi.
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ABSTRACT

In the landscape of Vietnamese literature in the late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries, Nguyen Huy Thiep emerged as one of the most prominent figures. His stories captivate
readers by addressing pressing societal issues during the reform period. Another factor
contributing to the appeal of Nguyen Huy Thiep’s work is his use of a multi-layered system of
symbols. In his short story collection “Nha Nam Rain,” two particularly noteworthy symbols stand
out: water symbols and mythological symbols, both of which carry profound philosophical and
aesthetic meanings. These symbols reflect the philosophy of historical discourse and human destiny
through the ups and downs of time, embodying the enduring values of the national cultural
foundation amid the country’s modernization. This article explores these aspects in greater depth,
aiming to disseminate them in the spirit of humanism and aesthetics. Through semiotic analysis,
psychoanalysis, biographical criticism, and an analytical-synthetic approach, this paper aims to
clarify the aesthetic and ideological significance of these two symbols.

Keywords: mythology; Nguyen Huy Thiep; semiotics; symbols; water
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