e TAP CHI KHOA HOC HO CHI MINH CITY UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION

g e P = TRUONG DAI HOC SU PHAM TP HO CHi MINH JOURNAL OF SCIENCE

_'J Tap 21, S6 3 (2024): 539-550 Vol. 21, No. 3 (2024): 539-550

ISSN: Website: https://journal.hcmue.edu.vn https://doi.org/10.54607/hcmue.js.21.3.4128(2024)
2734-9918

Research Article
GENRE ANALYSIS OF JAPANESE CIVIL PRECEDENTS

AND SOME ATTENTION OF EXAMINATION

Phan Tuan Ly
Ho Chi Minh City University of Law, Vietham
Corresponding author: Phan Tuan Ly — Email: ptly@hcmulaw.edu.vn
Received: February 04, 2024; Revised: March 01, 2024; Accepted: March 21, 2024

ABSTRACT

Genre analysis is one of the levels of discourse analysis in the light of Systemic Functional
Linguistics. Martin (2007) proposed three strata in approaching discourse including the context of
culture, situation, and discourse semantics (lexico-grammar). This paper examined the Generic
Structure Potential (GSP) of Japanese precedents under the theory proposed by Hasan (1989) and
then, provided some attention to characterizing other legal discourses. The result of the examination
of 34 Japanese civil precedents showed that there were 9 elements likely to appear, including 5
mandatory elements and 4 optional elements. The order of the elements was as follows in precedent
discourses: PreNo, CD, CC, Lsource, CFIl, CF, CP, FO, and CM. Three attentions were
recommended during the GSP examination of the legal discourses to teach Japanese for a specific
purpose.

Keywords: generic structure potential; Japanese precedents; Japanese for Legal purpose; SFL

1. Introduction

From the perspective of linguistics, generic feature determination is a stratum of
discourse analysis. Contemporarily, there have been several theoretical directions in
describing discourse genres. However, the study of legal discourse genres currently opens a
quite wide research gap. Linguists must describe the generic structure of precedents to have
a diverse view of the discourse world. Genre Structure Potential (hereafter abbreviated as
GSP), which was a theory for determining the macrostructure of texts, was built by Hasan
in recent decades. The novelty positive point of this approach is based on the language
function paradigm. In terms of functional language, GSP has appeared in many published
papers when it was applied by many linguists in describing the generic structure of
discourses. However, the current research showed that it is still not widely used for different
discourses. In particular, there is a lack of research works on GSP of legal discourses such
as precedents, indictments, and investigation conclusions of police.
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The application of genre research in teaching foreign languages has been introduced
in the field of English teaching. From the perspective of Japanese language education, genre-
based teaching is feasible and effective, especially in teaching some specific types of
specialized texts such as law-related languages. Grasping the structure of text genres will
greatly support lecturers and learners in the process of effectively accessing and mastering
the content of discourse genres. Therefore, if the language genre of Japanese precedents can
be described, lecturers will be more proactive in the process of teaching Japanese for legal
purposes. Besides, learners who understand the generic structure of precedents will access
the content faster and more effectively in terms of information. The teaching practice has
indicated the feasibility of genre analysis in teaching specialized Japanese in the aspect of
genre-based education.

In Vietnam, although the research on GSP is quite scanty, there are some outstanding
papers related to some discourse genres. Nguyen (2018a, 2018b) conducted some research
on the genre of English introduction pages of agencies' websites in Vietnam. Kieu (2019)
presented the GSP of blog posts. Nguyen (2018) published a paper with a study on GSP of
business English response letters. The article by Do (2018) indicated some practical
applications of discourse study in language teaching. Ho and Nguyen (2021) also surveyed
GSP with detailed course descriptions. Starting from such a research context, this paper is
expected to be able to draw a new picture of Japanese precedents in terms of GSP (Ho &
Nguyen, 2021).

Although the term “precedent” appeared in the feudal history of Japan, the precedents
have only been considered officially as a source of law since 1945. With more than a half of
century from the beginning of being applied as a valid legal basis, the system of precedents
has been shaped and played an important role in the Japanese legal system. In Japan,
precedents are understood in such a simple way that are “the previous decisions of courts”
and are often called “hanrei” (Hayase, 2014, p.558). The “precedent” is the court's arguments
and rulings in judgments (hanketsu) and decisions (kettei) on a specific case that were issued
in the past but are still legally binding (Nishimura et al., 2012, p.3). Thus, precedent in Japan
is used to refer to a part within the Court's judgments and decisions, which is necessary for
resolving the specific dispute. A judgment or decision of the Court in Japan is considered as
precedent regardless of how many times it is applied in future judgments or decisions of the
court, even only once (Kimiduka, 2015, p.88). Accordingly, precedent is a term that is not
uniform across countries in the context of law. But studying the other well-known concepts, the
following features of precedent could be concluded: (i) precedent is a creative legal product of
the court; (ii) is the legal basis for resolving similar cases that may occur in the future. In the
aspect of linguistics, precedent discourses refer to written texts that were issued by the
competent court in a country with some legalized forms such as judgments or decisions.
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In this paper, the Japanese precedent discourses were considered as a linguistic corpus
for defining the structure of a legal text. The structure of a text refers to the overall structure,
the global structure of the message form (Halliday & Hasan, 1989, p.53). Based on the
Register Theory developed by Halliday (1989), Hasan introduced a new concept called
Context Configuration. It consists of a series of values that help define the elements of the
Register of text, including Field, Mode, and Tenor. These elements help determine the
macrostructure or GSP of the text (Halliday & Hasan, 1989, p.56). In other words, the
characteristics of Context Configuration can predict the “elements” of the discourse
structure. The term “element” is understood as an important component in the process of the
text (Halliday & Hasan, 1989, p. 56). Characteristics of a Context Configuration include: (1)
What elements must occur? (2) What elements can occur? (3) Where must they occur? (4)
Where can they occur?, and (5) How often can they occur?

From these characteristics, a Contextual Configuration can predict the following about
the text structure:

- Obligatory elements

- Optional elements

- Sequencing of elements
- lteration

After investigating some English fairy tales, the following Generic Structural Potential
of fairy tales was proposed by Hasan (1984) and shown in Figure 1.

< <
[(<Placement>") Initiating Event”] Sequent Event”™ Final Event [(Finale) - (Moral)]
Legend:
obligatory element(s)
A the element on the right of the sign cannot precede the one on the left
the order of the elements is reversible

[...] elements that cannot be moved
(...) optional element(s)
<...> element whose lexicogrammatical realization may be included or interspersed with
that of some other element(s)
— possibility of iteration for the element
Element Element function
Placement Providing the time, place, persons, and their habitual activity

Initiating Event  Describing the one-time-occurring event that breaks the habitude presented
in the Placement
Sequent Event Describing the event(s) following the initiating one

Final Event Describing the culmination of the tale
Finale Returning to altered rest
Moral Providing the lesson taught by the tale

(Hasan, 1984, p.54,
Extracted from Ewata et al. (2018, p.77).

Figure 1. The GSP model for fairy tales
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2. Methods and corpus

As mentioned above, precedents were officially applied as a valid law source in Japan
after World War Il. With more than 70 years of application, Japan has accumulated many
precedents with a diversity of cases. However, only 34 effective civil precedents which were
issued from 2015 to early 2021 were selected as research data in this paper. The reason is to
go a further step in the research, which is to establish similarities and differences between
the precedents of Japan and the total of 34 civil precedents of Vietnam in the same period.
It is believed that the data of 34 Japanese precedents in the field of civil will be large enough
to be able to characterize the generic structure of this legal text. In the whole data, there are
163 pages, more than 108,000 words, including more than 1,200 paragraphs. Cultivating the
corpus, the GSP of Japanese civil precedents will be described thoroughly.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Generic structure potential of Japanese civil precedents

To survey and establish compulsory and optional elements in the GSP, it is necessary
to describe the elements likely to appear in a certain text genre. As presented above, civil
precedent is a document used by the Japanese judicial authority to publish a judgment/
decision to determine whether one of the parties did the right or wrong things regarding a
dispute. For an effective precedent discourse in practice, the Supreme Court of Japan will
have to establish basic elements of the genre to effectively communicate with related parties.
In the current law of Japan, there are no regulations that require the court to write a judgment/
decision in a specific official form. In the practice of court proceedings, there are some
documents related to the proceedings to be used in legal professional courses to introduce
the content of the Court's judgment/decision with some constitutive elements. However,
those documents are only career-oriented but not mandatory rules.

The results of an investigation into 34 Japanese civil precedents indicated that 9 factors
are likely to appear. They are as follows number, name, and the issuance date of precedent,
the court in charge; the pending court’s decision; description of the case content, legal basis
related to the case; the decisions of the previous Court at the First Instance level; the
conclusions of the pending court; the consensus of the members participating in the trial;
additional opinions of members participating in the trial; and names of members
participating in the trial. These factors were abbreviated sequentially as follows PreNo, CD,
CC, Lsource, CFl, CF, CP, FO, and CM.

Among the above factors, five compulsory elements included number, name, and the
issuance date of precedent, the court in charge (PreNo); the pending court’s decision (CD);
description of the case content (CC); the decisions of previous Court at the First Instance
level (CFI); the conclusions of the pending court (CF); the consensus of the members
participating in the trial (CP); and names of members participating in the trial (CM).
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Accordingly, two optional elements included a legal basis related to the case (Lsource) and
additional opinions of members participating in the trial (FO).

The order of elements is also one of the main concerns in the examination of GSP.
Elements that are likely to appear in the Japanese civil precedents are also positioned in a
certain order from top to bottom of texts. The results of an examination showed that the order
of the elements is as follows: PreNo, CD, CC, Lsource, CFl, CF, CP, FO, and CM. This
order is illustrated in Figure 2. This order was permanent in the scope of the research corpus.

Among all of the elements that may appear in Japanese civil precedents, CFIl and CF,
are the only ones repeated in the corpus of texts. Specifically, in precedents No. 22, No. 25,
and No. 39, the two elements CFI and CF are iterated and organized in an interlocking style.
In more detail, a decision of the court at the first instance level was presented in the
precedent, and the appraisal and comments of the court pending the case immediately came
after. Then, another decision of the court at the first instance level was restated and straight
away followed by the evaluation and comments of the pending court. This interlocking
phenomenon is so special that genre analysts need to notice it during the process of GSP
investigation. In terms of discourse periodicity, these two factors also affect the information
organization of Japanese civil precedents. For a discourse analyst in Systemic Functional
Linguistics, the periodicity needs to be described and analyzed in more detail to be able to
characterize the semantics of Japanese civil precedents.

In accordance with the instructions of the GSP theory about four things predicted by
the context configuration in the previous sections, the macrostructure of Japanese civil
precedents was summarized in Figure 2

«— —
[PreNo]” [CD] ~ (CC) ~ (Lsource) » <CFI> " <CF> " [CP] ~ (FO) ~ [CM]

. Obligatory element(s)
AT the element on the right of the sign cannot precede the one on the left
the order of the elements is reversible
[...] elements that cannot be moved
(...) optional element(s)
<..> element whose lexicogrammatical realization may be included or interspersed with that of
some other element(s)
— Possibility of iteration for the element
Element Element function
PreNo  Number, name, and the issuance date of precedent, the court in charge
CDThe pending court’s decision
CCDescription of the case content
LSource Legal basis related to the case

CFlI The decisions of the previous Court at the First Instance level
CF The conclusions of the pending court

CP The consensus of the members participating in the trial

FO Additional opinions of members participating in the trial

CM Names of members participating in the trial

Figure 2. The GSP model of Japanese civil precedents
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3.2. Suggestions on examining the GSP

From the SFL perspective, genre analysis is the study of how language is used in a
particular context. Therefore, in the genre analysis process, the first step is to determine
which genre the text belongs to, and then describe the macrostructure from the perspective
of the cultural context where that genre can be used in the communication process.
Furthermore, the overall purpose and function of the text are two key factors in determining
the same genre group to determine the macrostructure of the text. From there, it helps
analysts determine the GSP of a specific group of discourses.

As mentioned above, genre analysis can be approached from many different theories.
Each theory will have different advantages and disadvantages in describing the information
structure of the discourse genre at the macro level. Accordingly, the characteristics of each
theory describing the discourse genre are also different due to the theoretical perspective or
ultimate purpose of the analysis. Within the scope of this research paper, we used SFL
theory, specifically the GSP proposed by Hasan. Therefore, the approach from a functional
perspective will govern the terms and methods of establishing the structural components
(elements) of GSP. From the result of the GSP examination above, some notices related to
the GSP analysis of discourse genres are suggested in the investigation process of the legal
discourses. It should be noted that the suggestions here are based on the practice of analyzing
Japanese civil precedents. Therefore, in the process of specifically examining each different
type of discourse, the analyst needs to refer to the suggestions of other relevant scholars.
3.2.1. Defining the elements existing in the GSP

The first step in surveying the GSP of a text genre is to identify the elements.
Depending on the different types of theories, the determination of the components of the
genre structure is also different. Based on the theory proposed by Bhatia and Swales, the
component of the macrostructure of the text genre is identified as “move and step.”
Meanwhile, in the GSP theory of Hasan, the component of the macrostructure of the text
genre is “element.” The definitions of “move-step” and “element” are not the same from the
perspective of the two theoretical paradigms. Due to the length limitation of this paper, we
do not interpret in detail the differences between the two theoretical systems in examining
the macrostructure of text genres. Accordingly, we aim to recommend some notices in
determining “elements” in the aspect of SFL.

“Element” refers to the component that makes up the macrostructure of the text in
Hasan’s theory. However, Hasan does not provide a concept or a way to determine how an
element exists in the text. Following the analysis of Halliday and Hasan (1989), it can be
understood that the concept of “element” needs to be interpreted from the perspective of the
functional system. This means that an “element” is a structure component of text that
performs a specific function in communication. Figure 3 analyzed by Hasan below helps
identify the “element” that constitutes the GSP of spoken discourse 4.3. Furthermore, in an
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SFL approach to discourse analysis, Martin and Rose (2003) proposed analyzing the
Periodicity, which can be seen as a source of meaning to realize the textual metafunction.
The Periodicity helps describe the information phases organized in the specific text in terms
of the theme/new structure. It can be inferred that it is necessary to pay attention to the
organization of information in determining the “element” of GSP, the Theme/New structure
of the Periodicity is a useful tool to predict the so-called “element.”

Vv Good morning, Mrs Reid.

C Good morning, Bob.

Can | have a couple of apples? SR

G

Vv Is that all today? sc
C Yes. Thank you.
\YJ Sixty cents. S
C Here y’are. P
Vv Thank you.

PC

Goo’day.

C ‘Bye. F

(Hasan, 1989, p.65)
Figure 3. The actual structure of Text 4.3 extracted from Hasan’s analysis

Besides the first point of “element,” the second point that must be paid attention to is
that the survey text must be full enough to be able to describe the macrostructure of a given
genre. In the available corpus, the analyst needs to survey all elements that are likely to
appear. After that, based on the result of the element, the analyst needs to re-examine the
existence of elements in each text of the entire corpus. It helps the examination be more
accurate and avoids discrepancies between the theory and practice of genre analysis. Only
in this way can the GSP results of the text genre be reliable enough to be applied for
education purposes.

The third point is that the analyst needs to apply background knowledge in predicting
elements that are likely to appear. It requires the analyst to study a variety of genres and use
background knowledge related to social practice and discourse practice to define elements
that may appear in a specific genre. The broader the background knowledge is, the more
consistent the determination of elements will be. Besides, specialized knowledge or deep
expertise is also a factor that leads to the success of the GSP investigation. It will be
detailedly analyzed in the following 3.2.3.

3.2.2. Defining the repeatable elements existing in the GSP

It is not extremely difficult to identify repeatable elements in the analysis process of
the GSP of text genres. However, from the lexico-grammar stratum, the determination of the
repeatable elements may not be an easy task. Do the repeatable elements require the
realization of the same structure at the lexico-grammatical level? In other words, are the
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expressions of vocabulary, grammar, and conjunctions the same in repeating elements? The
answer is that they may or may not be the same. As mentioned, the identification of an
iterated element must also be considered in the functional perspective. It means that the
above-mentioned element and the following repeated element may not be similar in terms
of structure. They should be functionally similar.

The overlap in expressions between the repeated element and the above-mentioned element
is illustrated in Figure 4. They were extracted from Vietnamese precedent discourses.

An 18 s6 43/2021/AL

V& hi¢u lyc ciia hop dong thé chip trong trudng hop tai san thé chip 1a nha dit do bén thé chip
nhin chuyén nhuong cia ngwoi khac nhung chwa thanh toan di tién cho bén ban

[..]

NHAN PINH CUA TOA AN:

[...]

[2] V& xur li tai san thé chap: Theo cac tai liéu c6 trong hd so vu an x4c dinh tai san thé chip 1a nha dét tai
s0 26D va 20/2T néu trén 1a ciia ba L nhan chuyén nhuong ctia 6ng Duong Qudc K, ba Pham Thi Kim H
theo cac hop ddng chuyén nhugng quyén so hitu nha & va quyén st dung dat & da dugc cong chimg ngay
04/11/2008. Ngay 07/11/2008, ba L da dugc cap gidy chimg nhan quyén sé hitu nha & va quyén st dung
d4t 6. Nhu vay, hai nha dét trén thudc quyén s& hiru ciia ba L ké tir ngdy 07/11/2008, nén ba L ¢6 quyén
ding hai nha dat nay thé chap cho Ngan hang dé vay tién; 6ng K, ba H ciing biét va dong ¥ cho ba L thé
chép nha dét trén véi Ngan hang. Hop ddng thé chap da duoc cong chung, dang ki thé chip va dang ki giao
dich bao dam hop phéap nén c6 hiéu lyc phap luat. Ong K, ba H cho ring ba L chua tra du tién mua nha dat,
¢on no 2.500.000.000 ddng dé yéu cau huy hop dong mua ban nha, tra lai 3.000.000.000 dong da nhan cho
ba L 1a khong ¢ co so. Néu ba L khong tra du sb tién mua nha dét con thiéu, ong K va ba H ¢6 quyén khoi
kién mot vu an khac dé yéu ciu ba L thanh toan khoan tién nay. Do d6, Toa an cip so thdm quyét dinh
Ngan hang A dugc quyén yéu cau phat mai tai san 1 2 nha d4t néu trén ctia ba L dé thu hoi ng khi ba L
khong thanh toan hodc thanh toan khong ddy dii trong thoi han 6 thang ké tir ngay ban an ¢ hiéu luc phap
lut 13 c6 can ctr, dng phép luat. Toa an cép phiic thdm tuyén vo hiéu hop ddng thé chép tai san sb 6360-
LDT-2009-00949 giira Ngan hang véi ba L dbi véi can nha sb 26D va can nha sé 20/2T, phudng Q, quan
P, Thanh phd HO Chi Minh ngay 01/12/2009 1a khong dung, anh huong quyén va lgi ich hop phép cua
nguyén don.

L] L
NOI DUNG AN LE

“[2] Vé xit li tai san thé chap: Theo cdc tai liéu c6 trong ho so vu dn xdc dinh tdi san thé chdp la nha dat
tai $6 26D va 20/2T néu trén la ctia ba L nhan chuyén nhwong cua ong Duong Quéc K, ba Pham Thi Kim
H theo cdc hop dong chuyén nhirong quyén sé hitu nha & va quyén sir dung ddt & da dwoe cong chimg ngay
04/11/2008. Ngay 07/11/2008, ba L da dwoc cap gidy chitng nhdn quyén sé hitu nha & va quyén sir dung
ddt 6. Nhie vdy, hai nha ddt trén thudc quyén sé hitu ciia ba L ké tir ngay 07/11/2008, nén ba L c¢é quyén
dung hai nha dat nay thé chdp cho Ngdn hang dé vay tién; éng K, ba H ciing biét va dong y cho ba L thé
chdp nha ddt trén véi Ngan hang. Hop dong thé chip da dwoc cong chimg, dang ki thé chap va dang ki
giao dich bao dam hop phdp nén cé hiéu luc phdp ludt. Ong K, ba H cho rang ba L chwa tra dii tién mua
nha dat, con ng 2.500.000.000 dong dé yéu cau hiyy hop dong mua ban nha, tra lai 3.000.000.000 dong di
nhén cho ba L la khéng cé co sé. Néu ba L khéng tra dii s tién mua nha ddt con thiéu, ong K va ba H ¢6
quyén khéi kién mét vu dn khdc d@é yéu cau ba L thanh todn khodn tién nay... Toa dn cdp phiic tham tuyén
vé hiéu hop dong thé chap tai san s6 6360-LPT-2009-00949 giita Ngdn hang véi ba L doi voi can nha sé
26D va can nha s6 20/2T, phuong O, quédn P, Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh ngdy 01/12/2009 la khéng ding,
danh huong quyén va li ich hop phép ciia nguyén don.”

(Precedent No0.43/2021/AL)

Figure 4. An illustration of the repetitive element in Vietnamese precedents
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Similar to identifying elements that may appear, background knowledge is also useful
for analysts to predict elements that are likely to repeat.

3.2.3. The importance of specialized knowledge in examining the GSP

Specialized knowledge is essential in the process of characterizing the macrostructures
of a particular text. The reason is that discourse is used within a specific academic or
professional community. Accordingly, if the GSP analyst has specialized or professional
knowledge, he/she will easily access the investigation process: from the stage of identifying
potential elements, determining the iterated elements, and describing the order of the
elements to the stage of modeling the GSP structure of the text genre.

Figure 5 illustrates the possibility of incorrectly locating elements of the GSP structure
in Japanese precedents by an analyst with a lack of legal knowledge. The two elements both
contain the expression “E:i%4 3 9 6 5" (Civil Code Article 396). If they are considered
from the common prediction, they will likely be positioned as a “legal basis” element for the
resolution of the case. However, for the GSP theory, that prediction is not true. Two of them
cannot be considered as “legal basis” elements of GSP. In both two situations, “Article 396”
is only a legal regulation recorded in the judgment of the first instance court or a legal
regulation for the Supreme Court of Japan to make its arguments. This example is only to
illustrate the role of specialized knowledge in the process of the GSP examination.

PreNo: Number, name, and the
issuance date of precedent, the
court in charge

PRk 2 94 (%) 46 8%
T AR HI 2 ME 3R T (OB S0 R T &% 50 Fofoe s R =4
WRE 3 04E2 H 2 3 H & L /NEEH

F3C
KA LEEZFERAT D, CD: The pending court’s decision
EEHEHETEEANOAH LTS,

BEEENEE]

LRI A 1A B TR D\ T The Reason

1 R OMIE I HeE L7 FREERS O, KO
LB THE, [.]

CC: Description of the case
content

3L, RRFFEBAREOTICENT, RO
EBVHELT, EEADIEKR
EEATREHEDO L LT,

(1)
AEEEEMEIT, REFFATOREDN N 22T 5
BEHETH DD, THIKEE
HOMATEHBET D ENTER,

CFl: The decisions of previous
Court at the First Instance level
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2
B#E3 96510k, HYHIL, EEHELORY
MERR B 12X LTI ZE D
LRI DIEHE & [FIRE T2 AU RN L - TIHB
L7zning, EEANOFERIE, £
DRDFIZONWTHIE T2 THRSBEHEN RN

.

The incorrect analysis: Lsource
(Legal basis related to the case)
The correct one: CFI (The
decisions of the previous Court at
the First Instance level)

27

T LTCIx, e

PRABHE & [RIRF T2 U, EFhic K- T L 7220
BEHEL WD EZA, ZD

HEIL, TOCHICRL T &, R ERE RN
KV TH MR HZ &%

AifeE LTWD D LT L0 MYTHDL, £
LRSI E, W ER

FIFER DM T S 7V R BE DS ke L C HIHIET 5 2
EDIRWREHERGFIET D &

ERDM, RIEN, 2O X RRYHEOTFAELE TE
LTWBHDEIEE 2 H,

BIE3 9 6513, AL, BEBEEKOERYHERE

The incorrect analysis: Lsource
(Legal basis related to the case)
The correct one: CF (The
conclusions of the pending court)

Figure 5. An illustration of incorrect analysis due to a lack of specialized knowledge

If the analyst lacks specialized knowledge of the discourse genre, he/she needs to apply

other methods such as interviewing experts to get opinions on the macrostructure. The

specialized knowledge of the experts helps the GSP analyst exactly model the

macrostructure. Figure 6 below is a suggested sample survey for getting experts’ opinions

on the GSP of a Vietnamese or Japanese indictment. Based on the category of specialized
texts, the analysts must create a suitable survey for their purposes.

No Existence of the elements in discourses Yes No Maybe
1 Legal basis

2 Description of the defendant's conduct

3 Number, name, and the issuance date of the indictment
4 The body in charge

5 Aggravation

6 Extenuating circumstances

7 Argument of the Procuracy

8 Results of the police investigation

9 The ending elements of the text

10  Conclusion of the Judicial Appraisal Agency

11 Witness testimony

12 Images and other evidence

Figure 6. Sample for the survey of expert opinions on the GSP of the indictments
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4, Conclusion

This paper presented the macrostructure of Japanese civil precedents and some
suggestions in the process of conducting GSP analysis. Three suggestions are: (i) paying
attention to identifying elements that may appear, (ii) rechecking the elements with the entire
texts in the research corpus to describe thoroughly the macrostructure of the text genre, and
(iii) applying specialized knowledge/professional expertise in GSP examination. It is
expected that GSP studies of specific text genres will be analyzed more shortly to have a
more diverse picture of text genres in the real communication world. Besides, some relevant
topics need to be further studied: other aspects of Japanese civil precedents in terms of
Register theory, the GSP of Vietnamese precedents, UK or US English precedents, or French
precedents to able to see the macro-structural characteristics of the same type of text; and
other types of legal discourse expressed in the same language, such as Japanese indictments,
official dispatches, official statements, or press releases to able to explore the “metagenre”
of legal discourses.
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TOM TAT

Nghién civu thé logi la mét trong nhitng tang bdc trong viéc phan tich dién ngén tir géc nhin
ciia Ngén ngit hoc chire nang hé thong (SFL). Martin, J. R. (2007) dé dé xudt ba tang bdc trong viéc
tiém cdn dién ngon bao gom: chu canh van héa, chu canh tinh hudng va ngir nghia dién ngén (ngir
phap — tir vieng). Bai viét nay khao sdt Tiém néng cau triic thé loai (GSP) ciia dn 1é tiéng Nhdt theo
Ii thuyét do Hasan (1989) dé xuat, tir d6 dwa ra cdc lweu y trong qud trinh khdo st déic trung thé logi
ciia cdc logi hinh dién ngon khdc nhau. Két qua khao sdt 34 dn 1é dan su tiéng ciia Nhdt cho thdy ¢é
9 yéu t6 ¢é khd ndng xudt hién, trong d6 c¢é 5 yéu t6 bdt budc va 4 yéu t6 tiy nghi. Trdt tw ciia cdc
yéu 16 duwoc xé:D dat nhw sau: PreNo, CD, CC, Lsource, CFI, CF, CP, FO va CM. Bai viét @é xuat ba
lew ¥ 1om trong qud trinh khdo sat GSP ciia thé logi dién ngdn phdp li nham vmg dung trong hoat
ddng giang day tiéng Nhdt chuyén nganh Ludt.

Tir khéa: tiém ning cu trac thé loai; 4n 18 tiéng Nhat; tiéng Nhat chuyén nganh luat; SFL
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