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VE PE TAT CAI CHET TRONG THC
EDGAR ALLAN POE

Hpang Kim Oanh™

Noi d&n van hoe My thé ki XIX- thoi ky “ddt nén mong”, thoi
ky“khdng dink tinh cdch M%”, “khdng dinh nén van hec gudc gia MJ”,
khéng thé nao khong nhdc dén Edgar Allan Poe, “mdt hidn tugng vdn
chitong My déc nhdt vd nhi, nguoi d@ gép phan mé ra mét thoi kY huy
hodng ciic vin hoc My hign doi va thé gigi” [8, 611,

Thién tai bat hanh véi cude ddi 40 ndm ngin ngli nay (19.1.1809 -
7.10.1849) vita 13 mdt cdy but truydn ngin doc ddo, “cha dé¢” cla the loai
truyén kinh di, mé dudng cho truyén trinh tham va khoa hoc vién tadng,
vita 12 mot nha 1y ludn phé binh sic sdo, nghiém khidc dén 4§ tan nhin,
mdt nha bao ¢d tal va diy tAm huyét vdi cufe ddi. Pédng ndl hon, dng con
14 mot nhi tho lang man mi cde nha tho Phdap duong théi vo c—ﬂng'
ngudng mo, '

Cai chét 1a mbt trong nhitng A& tai ndi bat lubn xuit hién trong séng
tic cha Edgar Poe. Trong tho, tuy khéng qud rung ron bdi nhiing xdc chét
doi mbd séng diy (Berenie, Morelie), nhiing cai chét khi dang con ton tal
trén duong the (Su thdt vé trusng hop 6ng V. Valmaer), nhing 4m dnh cla

“ Thace s Ngi vin, Tridng CBSP Tp.HCM.
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mét cai chét duge bdo irude (Sy syp d6 cia ngdi nha dong he Usher, Mdi
ng tit than dé.) hode diy nhing Am muu trd thi déc dc etia nhilng tAm
hon t61 161 (Trai tim thu t6i, Con meéo den, Udi thiang rucu Antimonillo..),
hay ¢6 khi 14 cdi chét tan ta héo mbn (Bide chdn dung hinh O -van).. nhy
trong nhidu truyén ngin cla Ong, nhung cdl ch&t van lusn hign diégn
trong hon 50 bai tho cta Edgar Poe. Hinh dnh, am thanh, nhac diéu,
ngdn ngll. trong nhilng sdng tdc nay cua Poe da tac nén mot dn tugng
nghé thuit, gay cdm xic manh mé trong long ngudi doe v& dé tai u budn
'a khing khifp bac nhit cda ki€p ngudi.

Poe da rdat v thie khi di vao d€ {ai truyén thing khéng biét ¢é tu bao
oity nay. Trong tidu ludn “Triét 19 sang tac”(Philosophy of Composition)
6ng 4a vach vo: “Téi dd iy hoi trong tdt cd ede dé tai néi vé su u budn,
theo quan niém chung ciia con ngudi, dé tai nao la u buén nhdt. Cdu trd
{0 hién nhién la “cai chét”.. Ké dé, t61 not “Khi né gdn chdt véi céi dep™
Cdi chét cia nguii dan ba dep, khing nghi ngd gi nia, chinh la dé rai
nén tho nhdi trong thé gisi nay. Va, déi tuong phu hop nhdt véi dé tai
nay Lo nhitng ngudi bi mdt ngudi yeu”M (2, 1324 )

Thit ra, day ciing khéng phdi 14 hidn tugng cd bist 461 véi cde nha
lang man thé k§ XIX. Byrant, ngudi md diu mot thai dai the ca & My,
trong bai “Thanatopsis” (tam dich 1& “Ngdm nhin cdi chét”), bai the ting
lam ndi bat tén tudi cha nha tho tré cing bdt ngudn “tix nhifng suy fu
clia 6ng vé cai chét”4,1031:

“Vé s8 nhitng doan ngudi dang di chuyén

Pén cdi viong qube nhot nhat cia béng t6i

Noi méi nguoi sé nhdn Idy cdn phong cda anh ta
Trong nhung buc tuimg cam ling cia cdi chét”

Cai chét 1 mbdt su tat y&u, vi the Byrant cling nhin né mbdt cdch that
nhe nhang: “Gidng nhy mdt ngudi nam trén givdng trim kin nhing tdm
vdi chung quanh, va ndm xudng vdi nhitng gide mo ém di” [2, 685). Cén
Philip Freneau thi tin iudng hon, trong bal tho dai 544 dong “The
House of Night”(Ngbi nha cla béng dém) cing cho rang: “‘Nguoi ta dé
néi nhiéu vé cdi chét, va cling ndi nhifu vé cudc séng, ciua nhithg guan

1 sk mvsell- “Of 2l metancholy opics, what, according (© the universal understanding of mankind,
is the most melancholy”™ Dogth- was the obvious rely. “And when” 7 said... "when it most closely
allics itself 0 Beauty: the death, then of a beautyful woman {5, unquestionably, the reost poetical topis
in the world- and egually 15 i1 beyond Goubr that the lips best suited for such topic are those of a
bereaved lover” (Philosephy of Composition, . 1324}
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tai, vdi liem va ndi so hai ciia mot ndm me” va tin rang: “0 thién duong,
mdnh ddt bao ngudci mo wde, ludn luén ton tal, ludn ludn duge Chita ban
phiic lank.” |2, 544 Anh hudng cha van héa My thé ky XIX eing gbp
phén tuo didu kién cho &8 tai nay phat trién. Cé thé néi, nha the My dau
the ky XIX nae cing triét ludn vé dé tai nay theo quan diém cla mwinh,
nhung mang mol dang dip & tin, nhu chiém nghiém mot sy tdt yéu chi
khong mang ning mau sdc Uy mi, bi thusng nhu nhiéu nha lang man
Phap cung thol.

Trong Dol cuong van hye s Hoa Ky, Déc Son fimg nhan dinh: “Tam
tinkh sdu mong, cii dep vé si chét chbe la ba dé tai thuting thiy trong
van phdm cia Poe” 110,170], Cac nha phé binh déu cbng nhén 1o rang
day la mat ndi 4am anh 16n in dam trong sdng tac cua Poe. NGi am dnh
niy th4e khé gidi thich. Nhidu nha tam 1y hoc c¢ho ring khi mot ngudi
trudng thanh mat mét ngusi ma he qui véu thuong, ho s@ séng mai vai
nhitng héi Ge vé qud khd va ddn dan rat lui khéi mbi gquan hé vdi con
ngui. Trong khi 46, tré con gud rdt khé khan dé nhan thic vé cai chét
va né s8 di tim mot sy thay thé, Poc da khong di tim sy thay thé nay
nhung mét sy phit nhén ¢dn ban d8i vé1 cdl chét o thé dd co dnh hudng
dén nhimng bai tho cua dng.

Nhu chiing ta da biét, méi nha tha ¢d cdch nhin riéng vé cdi chél qua
lang kinh chi quan eda minh. Trong tho Edgar Poe, ching ta thdy dng
gén lién khai niém nay voi than phén con ngubdi, dit né bén cank tinh
yéu dé 1y glai nhiing bat hanh, mdt mdt cha minh bang sy hién hitu cla
mét dang sidu nhién: Thugng Bé (The God)

Pang s¢ nhat treng cude doi khong gi bing cai chét. Cai chét la ndi
so hai khéng o cta moi mét Edgar Poe, cia mbi nude My, cua 16l thé
ky ¥X1X méa con la ndi ém anh khdng bao gid ngudi cda con ngudi, cia
ki€p nguoi, Db ¢ mudn rén c¢hay dén dau cling khong ai thodl khoi, Tu
nhitng cam xd¢ cao dd nhit trong gidy phut doi mat giva sy stmg va cai
chét, ban chat, nghi lue cha con ngudi ¢é thé hién 1én ro rang hoa bao
gitr hét. Buong ddu véi eai chét, nhan vat trong truyén ngdn cda dng
thudng vimg vAy, ching chei véi nd, sg hai né, thim cii khong chip
nhan né ké cd e 43 ndm trong quan 4l dé quay trd lui tran the. Con
nhimg nhan vt il tinh trong the éng hau nhu khéng chat phan khang
nao. Khéng phai boi ho 1a nhitng con ngudi y&u dudi ma vi ho nhan thic
va chdp nhan né nhu mdt didn 14t ysu. Poe nhidu ldn nhad dfn i “S8

phan”, “Binh ménh”. Tham chi, ¢6 khi éng con dé c¢ho nhan vat cha
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wminh dén nhin cai chét nhu mot gquy lat t8t y&u vi 43 “Nhdn thie
duge dieu bi m@t cua link hon” (Tamerlane), hi€u riing ta% cd chi la
hu do, khdng ai ¢o thé gilt duge mai nhiing gl minh mong mubn, ma phai
chiu sy chi phéi céa quy luat to nhidn:

Ching o s6ng dé bidt réng dd biét

Tt ca nfuing gi ching ta kiém tim, niu gid..

Ba va dang bov di.

(Tameriane)

(iap g, chia lia, sfng, chéi khong phai quyén con nguii dinh deat. C6
mit dng miy u dm trén ddu che phd ma con ngudi phai cii diay chap
nhén. Vi “Cai chét da dgi lén chinh né mdt ngai vang” ma dudli su thing
tri cua né;

Cai Tot, cai Xdu, cai Tuydt voi hay Tai te,
Béu di theo sy vén nghi vinh hing cia ching.™
{Thanh phé trong long bién)

Voi Poe, ditu L&l y&u cla con ngudi 1 cdl chél, khong phéi 14 cude
song. Cude séng ¢hi 1a mot tro diia, moi hy vong cta con ngudi chi 1a didu
vien vong hio huvén nhy mot lan gié thodng gua. Sau t&L ca mei nd lue,
mau 86 chung cia con ngudi 12 C4é chéi, 1a ndm mé 16 tam hiu quanh,
lanh (2o dén khing khigp, noi eia sy budn dau, su tréng rdng, sy im lang
tuyet dai, |a cai Hu Vb (Nothingness) ¢ha d8i nguidi dang trong qua trinh
hiay digét vi tal sinh khong bao gid ngling cta né.

Ban chat cta tinh yéu 13 sy hop nhat, gan bo cd linh hon Hin thé xse.
Npuge lai, cdi chét lai chia cat tinh y8u gdy bigt bao ndi dau khé cho con
ngudi. Bo 14 didu ty nhién. Thé nhung Poe iai quan niém hoan toan khéc.
Ong timg n6i: “Toi chi 6 thé yéu khi nao noi d6 hoi thé ctia né hoc
quyén vdi hoi tho cia Cdi chét”.

Nhung qua l& méu thudn khi chng ngay trong dé tai khing khié€p nay,
ching ta dong thoi bit gap trong tho dng modt sy trdi diy manh mé khi
ong khang diah ban chat dich ihue cha con nguoi 12 phéi khic phue no,
vigt qua dinh déc khé khan ay. Cai chét khong phai 1a didu ghé gom
nhdt, khing khi€p nhiat déi véi con ngudi (Por Anniel. V§i siic manh

tinh thin caa minhk, ¢ tudng va tinh cdm cda con ngudi van séng, ngay

. ] o
U We live to hnow 15 known,

And sl we scek W keep hath Sown- (Tnmerlane, 2092180
Al the good, snd the bad, and the worst, and Lhe best,

[fave gone 10 el eiernal test” CThe Ciry 1o The Sea)
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& khi ¢o thé anh ta 44 hoan toan chét. Pee da a8 cho mhan vat cia minh
khong mat di vinh vién sau céi chét. Lenore thi sé trd thanh thién than
dé gap lai nguti yéu treng nhitng ngay the mong da mat. Trong Ulalume
thi nang $8 tré vé Al chi 1a hon ma bén ngdi mg huyén thoai, va tinh yéu
da cho ho gip nhau. Con nang Annabel Lee thi khong gi ¢6 th€ chia cat
duge nang va ngudi yéu va roi ho sé k&t hgp v6i nhau § ¢bi vinh hang,
noi chi ¢ cde thicn than va trang sao soi sdng bén song bifn ram i nhu
j&i ru bat tan cva thién nhién.

¥ thite duge quy luat tat y&u cha sd phin 48 khéng than van, dau dén
khé s nhung khong cé nghia 1& ddu hang né. Tho Bdgar Poe nhic nhiéu
d6n nhing tit “tdm hén”, “trai fim’, “tinh than” khong phai khing co
nguyén do. Ong tin tudng & sic merk fam Iink cia con ngudi c6 thé
chién thing nhiing quy ludt tit yéu caa cube séng vat chit. Tinh yéu cua
con ngudi ¢6 thé chién thing ca cdi chét. Trong quan niém &y ta bt gip
mot sife manh vugt trén cdi tu ahién cud tAm hén con ngudi, cdi the gidi
mi ching ta chua hdn di kham pha dugc ngay trong ban than minh, G
diém nay ching ta bat gip mét chdt triée 1y “Nguoi hang” (Superman)
lidu Nietzche. Nhung, dang sau né, ching ta lal cam nhan dugce nhiing
dau dén tinh thin ma chinh 6ng dd phdi chiu dung va lubn mong mol
¢hién thing né. C6 1& nhd vao niém tin vao tai nang clia ban thén da
gifip dng vigt 1én va thé hién né trong nhitng nhan vat ¢6 vé dién rd
nhung h&t sie manh mé cba minh: ddm doi md séng lai dé duge séng trd
Jai vdi tinh yéu nhu trong mot s§ truyén nghn diy mau séc rung rgn cha
ong: Morella, Ligeia, Berenice... '

Doc k§ nhiing bai tho viét vé da tai cai chét cha Edgar Poe ta thdy
ong hay nhéc dén ti “Thuong P#” (ciing cé thd hidu la “Chua”). That ra
ong khong phai 1a ké c6 ddc tin ton gido trigt dé. Ong da timg tuyén b&
ring: “Chi viét vé bdn chdt con ngudl, khong viét vé thdn thanh” {To
Margaret) va “Thugng D€ duy nhdt cia dng la Nghe thudt” (Bureka).
Tham chi dng con lam nhiés ngudi kinh ngac, hidu 1Am va cho dng 1a ké
bang bé thanh thdn khi néi rang “Ching ta 16t ed dbu la Thugng DE,
Thugng PE ty ton tai va ton tgi mot minh.. nhing gt chung te tqo nén la
méi phin cia Thugng DE.” (Poe and Religion). Dang siéu nhién trong
tho Poe hién 16n khong phai véi cudng vi ké chia cit, dem dén kho dau
c¢ho con ngudi. Véi quan niém cdi chét 14 quy lat £t yéu cha cuge sdng,
s “mdu s& chung cia moi lo@i”, v ban than Poe lai cho rédng con
ngudi ¢6 thé tén tai sau khi chét nén Thugng D& trd thanh mot déng
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thieng liéng, ddng duy nhit ¢6 nang lue sidu nhién ma cai chét 1a st hop
nhat gitia con ngudl va Dang duy nhat 4y. Cdi chét 13 mot sy huyén bi,
mot bi mat vi dai ma chi ¢6 Chaa, Thugng D& méi thiu hidu, vi:
i, day chink la vang ddi hia
Ma nguoi ld khdch chi di ngang qua né
Khong dam ngdm nhin mot cach céng khai
Boi sy huyén bi ciia né khéng bao gio (6 ra
(Xif mong- Thai Ba Tan dich)
Cu thé hon, trong tdc phém day tinh huyén bi “Fureka”, Poe da boc
1o cal “mdm moéng bi mdt vi dei” ma Ong timg cd ging thé hién trong
nhiéu tdc phdm cta mink: Cai ehé?. Theo 6ng, 46 1a “su lién két gida thé
gidi vdi chdt va tinh thdn trong ¥ nghia théng nhét duy nhdt cia né. Mé
s$6 10t nhdt cho diew bi dn cia Cdi chét id cd mot cube doi mé trong do su
duw kho co the dem dén edeh gidi md. 19,4]. Noi cho cung, Poe khéng hé
J1a ké phiém than, khong phdi ngudi bdng bé than thanh, 6ng da timg
tuyén bo: “Chung 16! tin tudng 6 mét Chia Troi” (9, 4] va sau d6 khéang
dinh: “Thuong Pé la ddng sang taeo ddu tién.. Mol vdt trén thé gian nay
déu sinh ra tiu tu tuéng cic Thuong- P&” [5,1]. Cho dén gig phdtl sip iU
gid cbi ddi, ciu ndi cubl eling cha dng: “Chia hiy cuw vot linh hén khin.
khé ciia con” va nhiing cau tho cudi cing doc dém 8 thdangld nam 1849 &
bénh vién Washington cing chinh 1 161 cAu xin dugc hop nhét trong ¢5t
vinh hing:

}

Cha oi, con lubn tin tudng

Cdi chét rii sé dén véi con

Tit mién ddt cia nhitng lubng gisé xo x6i

Noi kkong cé gi dé lia doi

Bé lai cdi rdo nhén tém, xdu xé

Nhitng tia sdng chdn ly ma khéng ai cé thé thdy

Bang loé lén & ¢bi vinh héng.

{Moran, 24)
Quan niém vé cai chét cha Poe 12 thé ddy, cude d&i chi 1a Hu vo, 14 trd

dia, chét 1a diéu t4t yéu mé da 12 con ngudi ai eing trdi qua. Thé nhung,
diing trude cai chét con ngudi bong nhu manh 1&n gap bai dé vugt qua né,

¥hois oh, s an Eldorado !

But the ravelier, travelling through it

May aoi- dare nol openiy view it |

Never its mysteries are exposed” (Dreamland)



i cho tam hén mdt sy yén tinh, bat digt khong gi chi phéi duge, 38 hgp
nhét vl Déng sang tao duy nhat 1a Thugng DE&. Chinh tir 48 tai didy mau
sdc bi quan den 181 tuy8t vong cua ngm md 4y, dep lam sao mot bai ca
hing vi vé con ngudi, vé sic stng khéng gi dap tar néi ¢ha con ngudi ma
sau niay Hrnest Hemingway da Rhéi quat thanh mdt chan ly: “Con nguoi
cé thé bi hiy digt chil khong thé bi khudt phuc™,

Sy trd vé chd eon ngudi sau c4i ehét cling 14 mt cach 1y giai ctia Poe
vé sde manh clia con ngudi § mot goc d6 than bi khac: sy siéu thodt (rdi
theo Poe 13 su hup nhit véi Dang Vinh Hing). Con ngudi khong hoan
toan mAat di ma luén hién hitu ¢ mot thé gidi khéc, sang lang hon, dep a8
hen, thudn khigt hon,

Cing theo quan ni¢m tham my khd la lung cia Edgar Poe, “Cai chét
cria ngudi phu n@ dep (iré) la dé #ai tho méng nhdt cia the ca’
(Philosophy of Composition). Trung tharh véi Iy wéng thém my 4y, binh
tugng trung tdm trong ahidu téc phdm hu clu cda Ong déu ¢6 nhan vat
chinh ni hodc dién loan chét, hodc dm y&u va tan ta G8n ch&t boi mot
cin bénh quai ac: lao phdi. (Ligeria, Moreilla, Berenice, Sy sup d6 cia
ngoi nha dong ho Usher, Bite chan dung hinh 6-van.). P6 1a hinh tugng
“Nguwsi con gai dang chét” (The Dead Girl) ) (4 ba chi tiét hay 1ap
di lap lai trong hinh dnh nhimg nhan vit ni cia Poe, bt ké trong tho
hay truyén.

Trude hét 1a “vé dep thanh too, siéu trdn c6 vé than bi va chéng tan’.
Thit hai 13 “anh mdt sdu thdm thédm, trong tréo mang moét anh sdang ruc
ré say ddm”. Thi ba la “sy cdm lang, khép kin” [6, 4). Bién hinh nhu cd
gdi khéng tén trong “Bire ehén dung hinh 6-van”, hay nbu “Eleonora’
trong tdc phdm cing tén, Madeline trong “Sy sup d6 cda ngdi nha dong
ho Usher”. '

Trong thd dng cing vay. Nhan vat nit thudng 1a hinh dnh nhitng agudl
con pai dep, ¢6 doi mdt sdu ghim, c6 mai téc vang 6ng & nhung lic nao
cting chim dam trong suy s&u mubn. Dang vé cha ho thudng goi 1én sy
tan ta, héo hit. Nhing tinh tit nhot nhat, héo tan, héo la, tan ta, xanh
xao, lanh (8o, dm dam, u dm.. hinh nhu e nac cing di cing nhing nhan
vat nif eha Poe, lap di ldp lai nhu modt dn tugng nghé thuat ching minh

3= a pan can be destroyed but can not defeated” (The Old Man and The Sea- ir.)
) wpyeqd gitl” 6 nghia 12 “ugudii con gij ch&”, song do iic philm eda Poe chi y&u 1 ndi vé s héo
hon, Gin 1, chELdin, chét mon nén chiing 101 @ gol 2 dang chél”
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cho quan di¢m nghe thust “Cai Dep I edi u sdu” cia ong, k& od trong
giv phut tung bing hanh phie nhat cha déi ho 1a ngay hén 18, Chi o6 vai
lan tho ong xudt hién “déi md dng hing e 187 cia nang trinh ni, song gnd
it 01, khong sae ldn at duge cdi “gam” bi thiong, dm dam trong sdng tdc
cua éng.

Trong tha Poe rat thifu ving nu cudi cha vhan vat, ohd 26 wdi fon,
linh hén, tam hén cil tiéng gidi bay, thuong than. Nai v& bin than minh
la long (61, tim t5i, hanh phic cdg 165, N6t v8 ngudi yéu chit yéu & mdi
t6c ¢hd che va dnh mdt huyén bi xa xim. Bic chan dung cha cde “thien
than” ndy qua dm dam nhy bdo hitu truée cai chét: nhitng khuén mt
nhot nhat, nhilng déi mdi vé hén, ubiing g6 md xanh xao.. Bac bigt 1a
ching ¢6 tiéng cudi giong ndi. Ho khong hé séng hay it nhal la dang
s6ng. D6 chi la cdi béng ctia sy s6ng dang timg lhc thn ta, héo ua 4.
Pé 1a hinh anh ngudi con gdai dang chét (Dead Girl). Cde nha phan
tdm hoc da viét kha nhiéu v& hinh tugng ngudi phu nif im ling nay trong
huyén thoai, trong bi kich cha Shakespeare va cho ring “hinh fupag
nguol phu nit hoan hdo, nguoi phy nit im lgng la bidu tugng tuong tring
cho cdi chét” {12 170)

Bén canh ninh tugng ngudi con gdi im ling, u sdu tuong trung cho s
chét chéc ay 1a mot chudi hinh Anh true 4i8p 1An gidn tisp goi 16n c4i
chét. Ching t6i tam thong k2 irong 50 bai the cha Poe nhitng véu 18 thé
hign cai chét thudng hién 1én nhit mt ndi am anh khéng nguli vé con
dutng tat yeu ma mbi con ngudl trén the glan ndy réi 88 di gua nhi sau:

_____ Nhitng y€u t6 bigu hién “Cai chét” _ TAmn suat
Chét, hap hii, edi chét (Die, dying, dead death) 446
__Nam m6, ngdi m¢ (Grave, Tomb, entomb) 17
Tang {8, kinh cdu hdn, héi chudng bde fiy 48
(Funeral, burial rite, dirge, knell belle; f L
Nghia trang, dia ngue, dia phu 7
| (Church-yard, Hel!, Limbo)
Hoén ma, ma cé réng (Ghost, ghoual} 7
Thién duong, tién cinh, xi¥ méng 33
(Heaven, Fairy-land, Eldorado)
.Sy vinh ciau, bdt digi, mai mai (BEternal, forever) 8
o 86 phdn, s6 ménh (Fate, Destiny) _ 5 B
|__Vai pha quan i6i, vdi Hém (Funeral-pall, shroud) 3
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Ba yéu t8 xudt hién nhidu nhat 1a nhiing dong tu, danh ti mang '
nghia truc tiép vé hién wgng: chét, dang hip héi, cai chét (40 1an),
nhiing hdi chudng bdo til, kinh cdu hén (38 14n) va mét khéng gian siéu
nhién chi c6 trong than thoai, trong ubc md, trong gide mong: Thién
duong, xi mong, xi than tien (33 14n). Thic v& mong dudng nhu 1an 10n.
Con duing cua con nguti di dén véi ¢8i vinh hing cia d46i minh cling hién
lén that rd nét. C6 nhiing gio hép hoi, d&n cai chét bat ngs bi thuong. Va
tiép theo 1a nhimg nghi thic caa doi thuong, ciing ta cdch trye tiép nham
the hibn cai chét: tdm vdi liem phid kin quan tai, tang 18 v4i nhitng tiéng
kinh cdu hén, nhitng héi chuéng bdo ti of leng keng, leng keng nifc ud
ddi vao long ngudl. Nghia frang, dig nguc 14 hai y&u t¢ 18 ra phai duge
n6i d&n rat nhidu, nhung & day thi nguoc lai, chi ¢6 bay (7) 1an that it 8i
0 v6i 33 1An cta khéng gian 46 lap voi né. Phal chang vi qua yéu mén,
ong khong thé dé nhiing thién than xinh dep cia minh & céi noi 10} tam,
ghé ron 4y? Bén canh d6, tuy it xuit hién nhing hinh anh nhing ngoi
mé lanh léo, xam xit, chua kip xanh ¢é cling gép phan tac nén sic
pgi rat 16n vé thé gidi t1 tam lanh léo ma khéng ai c6 thé khdm phé néi
dy khi vAn con ton tai trén thé gian nay. Nhing hon ma lang thang
trong bong dém den tim kiém noi nuong nau.. va ¢4 ban tay edu chude clia
déng thiéng lieng 43 tao thanh mot thé gigi ma quai, thdn tién lan 1on.
Am thanh, hinh 4nh, thue va mdng cd guyen 14n vao nhau tao thanh mot
thé gi¢i cha rieng Poe. D6 la ching ta chua ké ra & day nhiing gidce
mong ki vi, 1a lung, trdng, sao, bién ca, nhilng nang tién, thién than va
c& nhitng tiéng khoc thuong khdng ngudi in dam ndi dau cda sy chia lia.

T4t c4 nhiing bidu hién 4y qua ngdi bt tugng trung doe ddo cha Bdgar
Poe dd g6ép phan boce 1§ guan ni¢m rigng cta nha the v& c4i chét, nhat la
cdi chét eiia nhimg ngudi con gai dep khi tudi doi con qud tré. Pang ngac
nhién 1a néi vé mot dé tai khing khiép, ndi d4m dnh mu6n dui cda nhén
loai, Edgar Poe lai tim ra mot 16i thoat that nhe nhang: 6 1a quy ludt tat
y&u, la mlu s§ chung cla con ngudi va vi thg ma dé tai Cai chét trong
quan niém cia Poe mang mot ¥ nghia nhan sinh that rd rét.

T quan nigm &y, ta thay cal ch&t d6i vai Poe nhu la mél sy giai
thoat khéi moi dén dau dau khé ciia kigp ngudi:

Git day, Pau dén-Hoai nght
Sé& khéng bao gio tré lai
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Cho linh hén nong va téi
Khat khao déi ldy khdt bhao... 7
(KEulalie} .

N6i nhigu dé€n cdi chét, ¢é nghia 1a mang tu tuéng bi quan dm dam.
Ching ta thd nhin lai cube ddi cha Edgar Poe, that ra cling chdng ¢6 may
niém vul. Béi ngheo, bénh tat, that bai ci luén 1a ban dong hanh. T4t ca
nhing ngusi than yéu déu ra di qua sdm. D€ chay tron cdi thé gigi ddy
rdy dau thuong dy, Poe da ubng ruou, lam tho, viét nhidu the va truyén
ngén trong cail nhin day bi quan den t8i. Nhidu nha phé binh My truse va
sau 6ng ddu cho ring Poe chinh 12 “Ong hoang cia chié nghia bi
guan”. Thé nhung cing ¢6 mdt mit thd hai cda né cdn xem xét: chn
nghia bi quan s& dem ching ta ra khdéi mét den t8i trong chinh ban than
- minh. “Cdi chét khong chi gidi thodt, ciiu chude con nguoi ma con tré lai
cho con ngudi khd ndng cdm gide, tri gide frong thé gidi ty nhién’5,14].
Poe cho nhan vat cia minh dién rd béi “Tudn lo s¢ bi roi vao tinh trang
dién loan™4, 116]. Va, & mdt mic dp nao d6, néi nhidu vé cdi chét khong
phai vi bi quan d8n mdc chi mufn tim d6n c4i chét ma la khat vong sdng
cla con ngudi dang bi thir thdch, dang ty ddu tranh d€ thanh loc minh
trong cube song, d8 duge sng? D6 14 mot edch noi dé thoat khoi cai xa
hoi gid trd loc liia ma nha tho ghé tdm, 18n An? Va néu vay, cdi chét trg
thanh mot sy thdng hou, bat digt clia linh hdn con ngudi.

Phdi chang 46 ciing 1a bifu hién cha mt tam hdn irong sang, cao
thuong. Khong chdp nhdn cadi tdm thudng dung tuc trong cube séng,
khéng chiu ndi nhiing thi doan hén nhat, gia trd loc liva, thn nhén cda
x& hoi tu sén My giai doan tu bdn ddc quyén canh tranh vd cling khée
liet, khong ddu tranh thi khong thé sinh tén, Edgar Poe da ding v& phia
nhiing con ngudi nhd bé, bat hanh ma 6ng ting ném trdi qua chinh =38
phian bi thuong cta minh, dai dién cho gid tri con ngudi ma phd nhan
cuge séng hién thuc bing hinh anh cdi chét. TU tdm vdi phd quan tai
trang The City in the Sea noi ma & d6 su bat t& 45 tré thanh vo vi, cd dat
troi t61 tam khéng mét dnh sdng nao chidu xudng cd thanh phé bi
nguyén ria. Tat c¢d nhu bi héa d4 tif nhing tugng thén, béng hoa, dén
miéu..va nhiing lan séng dif d6i 14t tung nhimg dén tho, mé toang nhing
ngéi md, nhan chim toan bd xudng long bién, dén tdm vai liém trong

' Now Doubt - now Pain
Come never again,

For hier soul gives me sigh for sigh (Eulalie)

69



Tap ohi KHUA HOU DHSP 1P HOM  Hoang Kim Oanh

[iigfume, i tang vi kinh cau hén trong Lenore. Hinh dnh cai chét duge
sivng irung W “fdm vai Hem” khing khi€p 8y cling 12 mt cdeh hu cdu
ddy nghé thuat etia Fdgar Poe vé mbt thé gisi 4u xa bi lén dn va cin
phal wda bé di ching?

Tuy ¢6 vé hitt ap véi nhiing guan niém khde thudmg nhu the nhu’ng td
mbt 48 tai pho bien khong chi cia the ca lng man the ki XIX ma con la
etz nhan lozl mudn 4o, Cai ehét trong tho Edgar Poe dd dé lai nhicu
An tha mang chidu sau tu wéng vA néi dep dde déo vé hinh thie nghsé
thuat déng cho ching ta ngay nay trn frong va ti€p tuc suy nghi, boi
ngac nhién thay, bat chép thal gian vk khong gian, né vin e mit sic
sfng riéng ma cbng ching ngdy nay vAn chép nhin va cb the chon lya
cho minh mdl cdch gng xf ridng khi dal mit véi na.

Y nghia va gis tr] eta tho Edgar Allan Poe chinh ia ¢ dé.
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Abstract

Bdgar Allan Poe (18.1.1809-7.10.1849) was a rvomantic peet, a vanguard honor and
detective stories writer, and a 18" century well-known Ameriean critic. He has a lot
influences in the period of foundation of American literature and the progress of the world
Jiterature, especiaily uvn France hterature.

The Death is one of three popular fopics in his works: melancholy, love snd death. The
way he built the strange images, voices, rymths and language and his unigue point of view
were made strongesi impressions in his readers about this most melancholy topie of numun.
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