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TOM TAT

Véi nhitng déng gop 16n vé i lugn va thuec tién hoat dong chinh tri x& héi cho cach mang 4n
Do thé ki XX, B. R. Ambedkar dwoc nghién cizu chii yéu tir géc do tiéu sir va tir tuong, dac biét 1a
cong trinh The Buddha and His Dhamma. Bai viét nay vdn dung phicong phdp phé binh tiéu sik, tiép
nhdn vin hoc va van héa lich sir d@é tiép nhdn cong trinh trén tir géc dé van hoc. Két qua nghién ciru
cho thdy The Buddha and His Dhamma thé hién ré géc nhin dac biét tir giai cap Dalit, nhizng quan
diém méi vé Phdt gido ciing nhw khuynh hwéng chinh tri x& hgi héa ton gido pho bién vao giga thé
ki XX ciia Ambedkar. Bai viét nay la co so dé tiép tuc gisi thiéu va nghién citu truéc tac cia
Ambedkar ¢ Viét Nam, déc biét 1a bé ba tac pham vé Phdt giéo.

Ter khéa: Ambedkar; goc nhin van hoc; tiép nhan; The Buddha and His Dhamma

1. Pat van dé

Nghién ciru vé Ambedkar ndi chung va The Buddha and His Dhamma néi riéng c6 y
nghia hét sirc quan trong vé phuong dién Ii luan Phat gido ciing nhu phwong phép luan va
g6c nhin chinh tri x hoi trong doi séng hién dai. Tac pham The Buddha and His Dhamma
hoan thanh chi 03 ngay truéc khi Ambedkar ta thé, c6 ¥ nghia quan trong ddi véi tu tuong
va doi séng cia Ambedkar, nhu cong trinh tong két kinh nghiém doi séng cia mét hoc gia,
nha kinh té chinh tri An D6 15i lac thé ki XX. Nghién ctu ndy vach ra huéng tng dung vao
nhin nhan phong trao chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam, sy phét trién va dién giai Phat gido
hién dai ciing nhu 1am 6 su két hop véi khuynh hudng Marxist trong Phat gido duong thoi.
The Buddha and His Dhamma cua B. R. Ambedkar dugc Siddhartha College Publications
gidi thiéu vao nam 1957 véi bb cuc 08 quyén, tap trung vao ba noi dung chinh 1a buc Phat,
Phat phéap va Thyuc hanh Phat phap. Qua d6, Ambedkar nhan manh tim quan trong cua cong
bang x& hoi va duong hudng phét trién doi séng tron ven cua Phat gido. Dén nay, di co nhiéu
nghién ctru vé Ambedkar, tiéu biéu nhu Thich Nit Hué Canh trong Ambedkar va cong cugc
hoi sinh Phdt gido An P (2021); gan day Thich Nit Hoa Thao trong Bhimrao Ambedkar,
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nguoi c6 cdng hoi sinh Phdt gido ¢ An P (2023) da khai quat cude doi va quan diém dau
tranh c6ng bang cho giai cip thap, phu nit; cu thé hoa trong Hién phap An Do.

Déi voi The Buddha and His Dhamma, Soham Chakraborty trong In Search of the
Historical Buddha: An Overview of Ambedkar's “The Buddha and His Dhamma da gidi
thiéu khai quat nhirng noi dung va ¥ nghia chinh ciia taic pham The Buddha and His Dhamma.
Sheetal Dinkar Kamble trong The Buddha and His Dhamma: A Feminist Reading di tiép
can tac pham nay tir goc nhin nit gisi khi cha y nhitng “Phan ang tich cuc ddi véi céc yéu
Cau cua nir gisi phan anh céi nhin tinh té caa Buc Phat di véi phu nix va nhiing trai nghiém
doc ddo cua ho.'” (Sheetal Dinkar Kamble, 2017, p.80). Umesh B. Bansod va Hitendra B.
Dhote trong Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s The Buddha And His Dhamma: A Biography of
Buddha Par Excellence? lai khiang dinh tinh chan thuc lich st trong tac phiam nay:
“Ambedkar viét nhiéu van dé quan trong mot cach hing hon va khdng cé huyén thoai nao
trong tac pham cua 6ng. Ong 4y ciing bac bo kha ning c6 bat ki thién than nao tiép can Buc
Phat va nhitng cau chuyén kiéu nhu vay” (Umesh B. Bansod, Hitendra B. Dhote, 2019,
p.241). Umesh B. Bansod (2021) trong Dr. B. R. Ambedkar's Buddha and His Dhamma:
Omission for the Expurgation of Miracles cho rang — “Trong khi viét Buddha and His
Dhamma, Tién si Ambedkar han da nhan ra su can thiét phai sang loc nhitng yéu té su that
va hu cu lién quan dén cudc doi Buc Phat. V6i nhitng nghién ctu caa minh Tién si B. R.
Ambedkar d3 1ap luan can phai lugc bo nhiing diéu ki diéu trong Buddha and His Dhamma”®
(p.428). Tuy nhién, cac nghién ctu ndy phan 16n khai thac tinh chinh tri, x4 hoi caa tac pham;
chua tap trung vao goc d6 van hoc cua The Buddha and His Dhamma. C6 mot thyc té 1a tuy
Ambedkar khéng hé viét mot bai tho hay tiéu thuyét nao nhung lai ¢6 nhiéu tac pham vin
chuong viét vé 6ng; nhitng tac pham triét luan chinh tri xa hi tdn gi4o cua 6ng duoc doc
tung va ngan nga boi bd phan khdng nho ngudi An Do. Cude doi va trude tac cua Ambedkar
bao ham va khoi goi cam himg van chuong nghé thuat rat 16n. Vi vay, mang nghién ctru dau
an va vai tro tu tuong van hoc, nghé thuat cia Ambedkar c6 ¥ nghia quan trong nhung dén
nay van chua duoc quan tim diing mic. Trong béi canh d6, dé tai Bude dau tiép nhan “The
Buddha and His Dhamma” cia Dr. B. R. AmbedKar tir géc nhin vin hoc 1a nhu cau tat yéu.

Xac dinh dbi twong nghién ctru 1a vin ban The Buddha and His Dhamma, bai viét nay
binh luan va phan tich nhirng van dé nhu diém nhin, ndi dung méi va khuynh huéng két hop
tén gi4o v6i quan diém chinh tri x& hoi Marxist; tirc dat van ban vao méi quan hé rong khap,
ddng thoi quan tim dén céc chirc nang nhan thuc, gido duc, thim mi cua van ban. Day chinh
1a con dudng tim ra gia tri, dong thoi nhin van ban tir goc d6 van hoc. Md hinh nghién cau
bai viét c6 thé khai quat nhu Bang 1 sau day:

! The positive response to the demand by women reflects Buddha’s sensitivity towards women and their unique
experiences.

2 Dr. Ambedkar writes many critical issues eloquently and there are no myths in his writings. He also rejects
the possibility of any angels approaching Buddha and blab la stories.

3 While writing Buddha and His Dhamma, Dr. Ambedkar must have realized the need to filter fact and fictions
related to the Buddha’s life. The present research justifies the omission of miracles in Buddha and His Dhamma
by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
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Bdng 1. Md hinh nghién citu ciia dé tai

})01. Eu’qn’g Ml"f dlc,h Phu’oilfg pl,lap Phwong dién nghién ciru
nghién cau nghién ciru _nghién cidu
The Buddha and lem nhin T!fu SIIA V{Fhe va 90(,: nhin
His Dhamma Ngl dung Tiép nhan Noi dung chinh
Doi sénh Van hoa lich sur Khuynh hudng xa hoi hda tén giao

2. Noi dung nghién cau
2.1. Vjthé va goc nhin cia Dalit (Untouchable)

Ngudn gbc xuat than cia Ambedkar chac chin da dé lai nhitng anh huong nhét dinh
chi phéi vi thé va géc nhin cong trinh The Buddha and His Dhamma. Cha Ambedkar 1a
Ramji Maloji Sakpal — mét quan nhan phuc vu quan déi Anh — va ngudoi me la Bhimabai
Sakpal; Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar sinh trudong trong gia dinh tién dan ¢ lang Ambadawe
thudc bang Ratnagiri, nay 1a Maharashtra; gia dinh Ambedkar chiu nhiing ap luc ning né
trong x4 hoi An Do truyén thdng. Tuy c6 kha ning hoc hanh nhung con dudng gido duc cua
Ambedkar gap nhiéu khé khan va thir thach do ngudn gbc gia dinh. Thud nho, Ambedkar
(cai ho Ba la mon duoc cha nudi ban ting) khong duoc cho di hoc, nhd thay gido Ba La Mén
nhan 1am con nudi, 6ng tro thanh hoc trd cung dinh dau tién hoc truong cap 3 cong lap va
dai hoc Mumbai; vé sau dng khéng 1am viéc duoc trong chinh quyén tu tri Baroda, phai di
day dai hoc nhung than phan cung dinh van khdng théi khién dng bi ki thi. Chinh diéu nay
d3 tao nén gdc nhin sau sic tir con nguoi bi 4p buc dudi day xa hoi. Vé sau, tinh chit nay
ciing 1 ngudn gdc mau thuan giita Ambedkar va Gandhi, Nehru trong van dé xda bo trigt dé
ché a6 giai cap, doi quyén tuyén cir ty do. Nehru la con cai mot gia dinh quy toc Ba La Mén,
ong cho rang vi tinh triét tiéu dang cap quyét liét ma Phat giao bi but khoi An boi diang cip
la sy m& rong giéng mdi gia dinh, két ndi xa hoi. Mahatma Gandhi xuit than trong gia dinh
chinh tri gia 1au doi, chi mudn cai bién ché do dang cap cha khong phai x6a bo. Thé nén 6ng
chon giai phap tuyét thuc phan di dé tranh nguy co bao loan va quan ngai giai quyét mau
thuan giai cap s& lam mo di muc dich doc lap dan toc. Ambedkar phai thoa hiép, trén thuc
tién, theo Hiép udc Poona, tham gia bau cir chung véi cac giai cap Hindu, song quan diém
vé I luan caa 6ng thé hién rat rd rang va manh mé trong The Buddha and His Dhamma.

MGt trong nhirng van dé chinh duoc dé cap trong The Buddha and His Dhamma 12 loi ich
chinh tri x4 hoi cua giai cap Dalit. Ambedkar 1ap luan riang Dalit c6 mét tap hop loi ich riéng
biét khong pht hop vai loi ich caa cac giai cap xép bén trén khac. Ong khing dinh rang ngudi
Dalit d4 bi 4p burc va gat ra ngoai I& trong nhiéu thé ki; loi ich caa ho phai duoc giai quyét néu
An D6 mudn dat dugc nén dan cha, cong bang xa hoi thuc sw. Theo Ambedkar, Phat gi4o 1a
phuong tién hiru hiéu trao quyén cho tang I6p Dalit do niém tin ring ton giéo, chinh tri c6 méi
lién hé mat thiét; su chuyén doi xa hoi doi hoi phai sap xép lai co ban ca hai.

Kéu goi d4u tranh giai cp co thé xem la chu dé quan trong trong The Buddha and His
Dhamma cua Ambedkar. Ong Iap luan ring hé théng dang cap 1a céng cu cua céc giai cap
trén dé duy tri su thong tri vé kinh té, x& hoi dbi voi cac giai cip thap hon; cach duy nhit dé
thoat khoi hé théng nay 1a d4u tranh giai cp. Ambedkar tin rang hé thong déng cip tao ra
cam giac théng nhat gia tao giira cac thanh vién cung dang cap, bat ké tinh trang kinh té caa
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ho. Sur thdng nhat ndy phuc vu loi ich cua céc giai cp trén, nhimg nguoi st dung n6 dé duy
tri dac quyén dic loi. Nguoc lai, Ambedkar coi doan két giai cip 12 vii khi thach thirc ché do
dang cip va huéng dén binh dang xa hoi, kinh té. Ambedkar cho ring cac dang cip thap
hon, nhirg nguoi dugc thdng nhat bai loi ich kinh té chung, phai ciing nhau doi hoi quyén
loi chinh dang; diéu do ciing c6 nghia la thach thac hién trang chinh tri xa hoi An bo duong
thoi va thay thé bang mot trat tu xa hoi méi dua trén binh dang, tu do va cdng bang xa hoi.
Xuyén subt cong trinh nay, Ambedkar trinh bay nhiing 1oi day cia Bic Phat nhu 161 kéu goi
hanh dong danh cho nhitng nguoi bi &p btc va bi gat ra ngoai 1& xa hoi, thuc giuc ho ding
1&n chdng lai hé théng nd 1&. Ong Ii giai rang viéc Btc Phat béac bo hé thdng dang cap, nhan
manh quyén tu do c4 nhan di mé ra mot khudn khé méi mang y nghia ddu tranh giai cap.
Ambedkar nhan manh tim quan trong ciia giao duc va su ty cha vé kinh té nhu nhitng phuong
tién dé thoat khoi hé thdng diang cip va dat duoc su dich chuyén kinh té va x4 hoi.

Tuy nhién, ciing chinh vi thé cung dinh d3 thuc ddy Ambedkar thé hién mét céi nhin
bao quét, sdu sic, vuot I1&n han dinh kién duong thoi trong nhan dinh vé van dé ton gido,
dang cap. Cu thé, Ambedkar tiép nhan cac ton gido khong nhu mot to gidy tring ma quan
sat, d6i chiéu tir truyén théng dén hién tai, tir st thi Mahabharata, Ramayana dén ca tu tuéng
Thién Chua gido. O dau quyén 3, khi ban vé Burc Phat da day nhiing gi, Ambedkar so sanh:

4. Do d6, Chiia Jesus da dam bao mét vi tri cho chinh Ngai bang cach khién su ciru réi ciia Ngudi

Cong gido phu thuc vao viéc ho chip nhan Jesus 1a Nha tién tri va Con cua Thién Chua...

10. Do d6, Mohammad d& dam bao mét vi tri cho chinh Ngai bang cach khién su ciru ri ciia nguoi

Hbi gido phu thudc vao su thira nhan Mohammad véi tu cach 1a Nha tién tri cua Thugng DE. 11.

Duc Phat chua timg dwa ra diu kién nao nhu vay ca.* (Ambedkar, 1957, p.215).

Céi nhin bao quéat nay khién nhiing luan diém cia Ambedkar viing chic va thuyét phuc
khi dit trén nén tang nhitng di sanh rd rang; vi du khi ban vé Niét ban, ong di so sanh giita
quan niém Phat gio véi chi nghia thé tuc, phai Du gia, Hindu gido va Ao nghia thu nhu sau:

Bdng 2. So sanh Niét ban (theo noi dung cau 1-15 (Ambedkar, 1957, pp.233-234))

Niét ban cua Niétbancia  Niétbancaa Niétban Ao Niét Ban
chii nghia thé tuc phai Du Gia Hindu gi4o  nghia thw ciia Pirc Phat
Thoa mén so thich Hanh phic tam Hanh phuc khéc voi
dong vat thoi ctru rdi linh hon

Su ctru rdi linh hon

Hanh phac vatchatse Hanh phic tiéu Hanh phic khi con
mang nhiéu bit hanh  cuc séng

Vit chat, anudng, vui  Hanh phlc tach Linh hon ton tai nhu mot thuc  Piéu ngu hra dam
vé khoi thé gioi thé doc lap mé

Vi mang tinh khai quat nén tac pham The Buddha and His Dhamma dam chat tong
két, dap mg d& xuat cua ban than tac gia khi 6ng viét bai b4o cho Mahabodhi Society's

4 4, Thus Christ secured a place for Himself by making the salvation of the Christian depend upon his
acceptance of Christ as the Prophet and Son of God... 10. Mohammad thus secured a place for Himself by
making the salvation of the Muslim depend upon his acknowledgment of Mohammed as the Prophet of God.
11. No such condition was ever made by the Buddha.

355



Tap chi Khoa hoc Trwong BPHSP TPHCM Nguyén Thanh Trung

Journal of Calcutta vao 1951. Xac dinh rang hé thdng kinh vin Phat gido qua phong phu,
kho khin tom luge, Ambedkar da soan thao mot cong trinh khai quét tong két ca tiéu sir Buc
Phat, nhitng gi4o phap cua Ngai va cach tu tap, thuc hanh Phat phap mot cach ngan gon, rd
rang va cu thé. Nhiing i luan triru twong duoc cu thé hda va trinh by gan giii véi kha ning
tiép nhan cua dai da sb quan chiang, cu thé 1a dang cip thap trong xa hoi. Su don gian dé
hiéu d6 c6 thé dugc nhan thdy qua nhitng cau nhu: “2. Pat nudce bi chia cat thanh nhiéu bang,
mot s6 bang 16n, mot s6 bang nho. Trong d6, c6 bang ché d6 quan cha va mot khéac thi khdng
theo ché do quan chu.®” (Ambedkar, 1957, p.11); hay céach giai thich vé& khai niém phuc tap
nhu Niét ban ciing duoc Ambedkar don giai hoa thong qua dbi chiéu, so sanh (xem Bang 2).
Cu thé, ong da dung ciu trdc 1ap luan quy nap theo ba budc. Thir nhat khang dinh su khac
biét. Thur hai, chi ra su khac biét vé ban chat niét ban; vé y nghia giai thoat linh hdn; vé hanh
phuc kiép sau cua cac nén tu tudng co trude. Va cudi ciing 1a nhan manh 3 diém khéc biét
vé Niét Ban cua Phat gido (trong d6 hai diém dau 1a khang dinh khéc biét vé quan diém hanh
phlc cua linh hén doi sau; diém tha ba chi ra ban chit va con dudng dat Niét ban) —“15. Y
tuong tha ba 1am nén tang cho quan niém cua 6ng vé Niét ban 1a viéc kiém soat ngon lira
dam mé luon bung chay.”® (Ambedkar, 1957, p.234).
2.2.  Nhing gidi thich mdi vé Phgt gido

Tréi voi cac quan diém phuong Tay xem t6n gido 1a tiéu cuc, Ambedkar nhin manh
vai trd caa ton gido trong xa hoi An Do néi riéng va thé giéi néi chung & kha ning giao duc
dao duc sdng dich thuc; thé nén, 6ng ra sac phuc hung Phat gido & An D6 nham chéng ché
d6 phan biét dang cap, coi khinh con nguoi. Nhiing kién giai moi mé ma khuynh huéng tu
tuong cua Ambedkar dugc goi la Phong trao Phat gido Mai (Navayana), mét phong trao
manh m& tap trung cha yéu tai tiéu bang Maharashtra, thanh phé Nagpur. Tuy nhién, can luu
y 1a Ambedkar khong c6 ¥ dinh xay dung mot trudng phai Phat gido méi ma that ra 1a tiép
thu da sb cac van dé cua Phat gido Nguyén thay, mot sé noi dung Phat gido Phat trién, Kim
cuong thira... nhung phtl nhan cac yéu td than théng, huyén 4o, phap thuat. Nhing luan giai
ciia Ambedkar da phan bé sung va tra 16i nhitng cau hoi thoi dai danh cho Phét gido nhu tinh
bi quan yém thé, mau thuan phi linh hon nhung tai sinh...

Thir nhat, Ambedkar 1ap luan ring nguyén nhan Duc Phat trg thanh mot Parivrajaka
(ké lang thang, hanh khat tu hoc) khdng thé vi nhin thiy canh gia, bénh, chét & ba cira kinh
thanh ma phai c6 nguyén nhan sau sac khac. Ong |i giai viéc nay biang méi xung dot giira
hai toc Sakyas va Koliyas trong viéc lay nuéc tir song Rohini va quyét dinh phat dong chién
tranh cua hoi déng Sakyas. Buc Phat da phan d6i quyét dinh cua da sé hoi dong va phai bi
tring phat, nhung vai than phan cua minh, dé tranh 1am kho hoi ddng, Ngai da tu dua ra
hinh phat: “Siddhartha Gautama ndi: “Néu viéc nay qua kho khan, ta c6 thé d& dang goi y
mot 15i thoat.” “Ta cd thé tré thanh mot ké lang thang va roi khoi dat nudce nay. D6 ciing 1a

5 2. The country was divided into many States, some large, some small. Of these, some were monarchical and
some non-monarchical.

6 15. The third idea which underlies his conception of Nibbana is the exercise of control over the flames of the
passions which are always on fire.
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mét loai luu day vay.”” (Ambedkar, 1957, p.28). Nhu vay, Ii giai su viéc tir mau thuan quyén
lgi kinh té cua hai cong dong, Ambedkar da trinh bay nguyén nhan thuyét phuc hon dé Pic
Phat roi bo gia dinh, xuat gia tu hoc nhu mot hanh gia lang thang. Thé nhung véi qua trinh
di nhiéu noi, thiy nhiéu viéc, nghi nhiéu diéu, Phat ¢3 nhan ra mau thuin khong chi giira hai
qudc gia ma la gitra nhimg dang cip voi nhau, gitta ngudi voi ngudi... Thé nén Ngai da
khong tro vé du cudc chién gitta hai vuong qudc da két thic.

Thi hai, Ambedkar lap luan dé ching minh T diéu dé khdng bi quan ma ¢ ngudn
gbc tir hién thuc. Boi ngudn goc khd dau 13 mau thudn lgi ich kinh té gitra cac giai cap:
“Nhung xung dot giira cac giai cap 1a khdng ngimg va vinh vién. Chinh diéu nay la gbc ré
ctia moi phién ndo va khé dau trén doi”® (Ambedkar, 1957, pp.57-58) nén can tap trung giai
quyét cac vin dé mang tinh cy thé va hién thuc ndy. Phan quyét Phat gido bi quan khi chi
nhin vao khé dé 1a géc nhin phién dién, bai nd luc chi ra ngudn gbc va con duong diét khd
da c6 y nghia xa hoi hién thuc va tich cuc cao d6. Theo cach nay, cac khai niém trong tdm
ctia Phat gido ciing duoc dién giai lai theo quan diém déu tranh giai cap; tiéu biéu nhu niét
ban chang phai muc dich cudi cing ma chi 1a buéc chuan bi cho nhitng hanh dong cach
mang thuc tién. Vi vay, su ctu rdi mot linh hon khong quan trong bang sy hanh phac khi
con & doi nay. Va hanh phic & doi nay doi khi phai ddi 1y bang dau tranh: “Khi dtc hanh
1am nguy thi dimg tranh tranh ddu ma chi n6i suéng®” (Ambedkar, 1957, p.447).

Thir ba, Ambedkar giai quyét mau thuin quan niém khdng c6 linh hon nhung lai c6
nghiép bao va tai sinh bang vi du don gian vé cdy xoai da: “5. C6 cdy xoai da. Tang da sinh
ra cay xoai. Cay xo4i ra trai xoai. 6. DPay la sy tai sinh cia mot qua xoai. 7. Nhung khong co
Linh hon.”* (Ambedkar, 1957, p.513). Ciing nhu pha nhan mét dang sang thé tao dyng troi
dat va mudn vat, Buc Phat ciing pha dinh ludn linh hon, hay it ra 14 khéng ban nhiéu vé dé
tai nay. “Su ton tai caa linh hon ma Ngai hodc phét 1o hodc pha nhan... Ngai chap nhan luat
nhan qua vi dai clng nhitng két qua caa n6”** (Ambedkar, 1957, p.104). Vi luat nhan qua
nén nghiép bao va tai sinh c6 tac dong rong khap, khong bi két thic dot ngot. Do vay ma
chinh ban than dbi twong tao nghiép va nhan nghiép, tu tap va dic dao, doc lap khoi bat ki
mot ding siéu nhién nao. Thé nén khi Chla Jesus tuyén b minh 13 Con cua Chua,
Mohammad néi ring ong 1a Nha tién tri dwgc Chia giri dén va Krishna te nhan minh 1a Chada
thi nhitng thong diép cia cac Ngai déu mang tinh mic khai va tin d6 phai tin dé duoc giai
thoat. Riéng giao li Buc Phat thi khong nhu vay.

2.3. Khuynh hwong cach mang chinh tri xa hgi hoa ton giao

72."If this is the difficulty | can easily suggest a way out," said Siddharth Gautama. "1 can become a Parivrajaka
and leave this country. It is a kind of an exile”.

8 But the conflict between classes is constant and perpetual. It is this which is the root of all sorrow and suffering
in the world

° 7. Where virtue is in danger do not avoid fighting, do not be mealymouthed

105, There is a mango stone. The stone gives rise to a mango tree. The mango tree produces mangoes. 6. Here
is rebirth of a mango. 7. But there is no Soul.

11 The existence of the soul he either ignored or denied... He accepted the great grand law of cause and effect
with its corollaries.
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Trong tat ca nhitng luan giai méi caa Ambedkar, ¢6 thé néi, khuynh huéng cach mang
x& hoi hoa ton gi4o 1a ndi bat nhat, huéng dén ma rong pham vi Ii tudng dao dirc Phat gido
tir c& thé vuon dén tap thé, cu thé 1a quan diém dau tranh giai cap theo tinh than Phat gido.
Quan diém cua Ambedkar vé dau tranh giai cap bit ngudn tir su hiéu biét va cam nhan sau
sic cua dng vé hé thong ding cip ¢ An 6. Ambedkar coi hé théng diang cap 1a mot dang
phan cip x4 hoi duy tri sy bat binh dang va phan biét déi xtr dua trén ngudn gdc da tao ra
mot cudc dau tranh giai cp gitta cac dang cap trén va cac dang cap thip hon, ma chi c6 thé
giai quyét thdng qua su chuyén doi cin ban cua x4 hoi. Ambedkar tin rang Phat gi4o cung
cap phuong thirc dau tranh chéng ché d6 dang cap va thic day binh dang xa hoi. Bai I& Phat
gido la triét 1i nhan manh sy binh déng cua tat ca ching sinh va tim quan trong giai thoét ca
nhan; Phat gido Navayana, hay “Tan Phat gi4o” 1a sy dién giai lai cac gido Ii Phat gido truyén
thdng theo céch phu hop véi An Do hién dai va bdi canh xa hoi va chinh tri duong thoi.
Déng thoi, Ambedkar coi viéc chuyén sang Phat gido 1a cach thirc dé thoét khoi hé thong
dang cap va tao ra mot xa hoi méi dua trén su binh dang va béc ai. Véi Amberka, tir bo ton
gido 1a cach dau tranh véi chinh phu Gandhi theo phuong phap bét bao dong. Du duoc chinh
quyén Anh dong thuan nhung nhitng cai cach mang nang tinh giai cap c6 thé dan dén xung
dot 16n nén Gandhi tuyét thuc, budc chinh quyén phai théa hiép. Va nhu mot phan tng bao
vé quan diém, Ambedkar tuyén bé tir bo ton giao Hindu. Ong tin rang Phat giéo c6 thé cung
c4p nén tang tinh than va dao dirc cho mét trat tu xa hoi méi, noi mdi c& nhan bi danh gia
khong phai bai dong dbi ma bai tinh cach va hanh dong cuaa ho.

Hoan canh kinh té chinh tri xa hoi thé gigi ciing co vai tro thiic day Ambedkar dén véi
khuynh hudng cach mang xa hoi ton gido. G An o, Bé qudc Anh nim quyén cai tri tir dau
thé ki 18 dén 1947 gian tiép qua Cong ty Pong An rdi truc tiép bai chinh phu Anh. Két qua
1a nan déi tran lan, bat cdng xa hoi dua trén phan biét dang cip Brahmana, Ksatriya, Vaisya,
Sudra va Dalit (untouchable people) van duoc duy tri. Tuy nhién chinh quyén Anh quéc lai
tao diéu kién cho nhiing dang cap thap di hoc va c¢d nhitng ung ho nhat dinh dé khoét sau
mau thuin va chia r& xa hoi An Do. Thap nién 1930, thoi gian Gandhi nim quyén, chinh
quyén thudc dia thao luan véi chinh quyén Anh thanh 1ap ban Hién Phap méi nham ting
budéc gianh quyén doc 1ap. Trong hoan canh do, van dé tén gido, giai cap dwoc van dung nhu
luan chtmg trén ban dam phan dé d4u tranh; nhung vé sau diéu nay gay chia ré giira Gandhi
va Ambedkar. Mi quan tAm dau tranh doi quyén loi cho giai cip Dalit da dwa quan diém
ciia Ambedkar dén gan véi chi nghia Marx. Sau khi thi d6 vao Pai hoc Bombay, Ambedkar
dugc ¢éng nhan 1a mot trong nhitng sinh vién dau tién xuat than tir giai cp tién dan. Nam
1912, sau khi tét nghiép ctr nhan, 6ng bt dau 1am viéc cho chinh quyén Baroda (nay 1a tiéu
bang Guijarat) trong vong mot nam. Nam 1913, éng dugc cip hoc bong cua bang Baroda dé
di du hoc tai Pai hoc Columbia & New York, Hoa Ki. Tt nim 1913 dén 1917, ong da hoan
thanh chwong trinh Thac siva Tién si Kinh té Chinh trj tai Pai hoc Columbia; tir 1916 dén
1923, dng tiép tuc hoc tap va dat bang Tién si Kinh té tai Pai hoc London. Ambedkar, mot
nha kinh té, dyua trén kinh nghiém ctua minh, da két luan rang ché do giai cap trong dao Hindu
anh huong nghiém trong dén nén kinh té An Do; diéu nay chi c6 thé giai quyét bang cach
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x6a bo ché do giai cap triét dé ma trudc hét 1a doi quyén bau cir doc 1ap cho nhém dan Dalit.
Thong qua cac nghién ciu ciia minh, Ambedkar thuong lién hé va trich dan y kién Karl
Marx: “Karl Marx ciing néi rang c6 su bac 16t trén thé gisi, nguoi giau ngdy cang giau hon
va nguoi nghéo ngdy cang nghéo di.”*? (Ambedkar, 1957, p.512). Trén co s& quan diém
Marx, Ambedkar két luan ngudn géc dau khé bat ngudn tir mau thuan lgi ich vat chat, kinh
té: “8. C6 mot bai giang duoc ghi lai minh bach 1a Birc Phat y thirc rat rd rang nghéo déi 1a
nguyén nhan cia dau khé. 23. Nhu vy quan niém caa Duc Phat vé Dukkha (khd) 1a van dé
vat chat.*®” (Ambedkar, 1957, pp.510-511). Nhu vay, mau thuan vé giai cap dugc quy vé Ii
giai bang quyén moi, mau thuan kinh té va hanh phic phai duoc thé hién ¢ hién tai: “Trong
s6 nay, hanh phtc ciia mot ching sinh khéc biét véi su ciu réi cua linh hdn 1a mot. 14. Y
thir hai 1a hanh phidc caa ching sinh trong luan hoi (phai thé hién) khi con séng.**”
(Ambedkar, 1957, p.234).

Céch mang theo huéng chinh tri x4 hoi hoa ton gido thé ki XX 1a hién tugng phé bién
khi hé théng thudc dia Thue dan BE qudc kiéu cii tan rd, nhan dan cac nudc thude dia gianh
doc lap va giai quyét nhitng khung hoang kinh té, x& hoi chinh trj sdu sic ma cac nudc hau
thudc dia gap phai. Cudc cach mang chinh tri x4 hoi hda cia Ambedkar c6 thé duoc hiéu rd
hon théng qua d6i sanh véi khuynh huéng Than hoc giai phdng ¢ Mi Latin, duoc dé& xuat
boi Gustavo Gutiérrez trong A Theology of Liberation (1971). “Than hoc giai phong dé xuat
cach giai thich khéac vé Kinh Théanh, nhin nhan Jesus nhu nha cach mang, nhin manh vao su
giai phong ¢ cudc sdng doi ndy, van dung triét hoc Marx vao phan tich ngudn géc toi 15i va
tim kiém giai phéap théng qua cach mang. Hoan canh xa hoi Mi Latin dd yéu cau cac nha
than hoc nhu Gustavo Gutierrez, Leonardo Boff khéi xudng cudc cach mang giai phéng ca
tinh than 1an kinh té cho nguoi nghéo, ngudi Mi Latin, ngudi da den va phu nit.” (Nguyen,
2021, pp.82-83). Tinh chat va phuong hudng cia Than hoc giai phong kha tuong dong voi
Navayana, tuy nhién dinh huéng cuia Ambedkar da lam Navayana it gap tro' ngai hon so voi
than hoc giai phong. Boi trong khi nha tu twdng chinh tri x4 hoi An ké thira va giai thich lai
Phat gi4o thi cac nha Than hoc giai phong lai manh mé kéu goi mét cach hiéu mai: “Than
hoc giai phong hién dang dé& xuat mot md hinh méi vé su ctu rdi. N6 tap trung vao su dau
kho ctia con ngudi... N6 kéu goi su chuyén ddi xa hoi theo hudng x6a bo tinh trang bat cong,
nghéo déi va ap buc.” *(Fuellenbach, 1989, pp.18-19). Bégi cach thuc trinh bay manh mé
mang tinh cach mang ndy ma Than hoc Giai phdng vap phai chi trich cua Toa thanh Vatican,
cu thé 1a qua céc bai giang va Instruction on certain aspects of the ““Theology of Liberation”
(1984-1986) cua Giao hoang John Paul II, trén ba diém gom lam dung triét hoc Marxist, giai

12 Karl Marx also said that there is exploitation in the world, and the rich are being made richer and the poor
are being made poorer.

13 8. There is a sermon on record from which it is clear that the Buddha was very much aware that poverty was
a cause of sorrow. 23. Thus the Buddha's conception of Dukkha is material.

14 Of these the happiness of a sentient being as distinct from the salvation of the soul is one. 14. The second
idea is the happiness of the sentient being in Samsara while he is alive...

15 Liberation theology is currently proposing a new paradigm of salvation. It focuses on the wretchedness of
human condition... It calls for the transformation of society that would no longer tolerate the situation of
injustice, poverty, and oppresion generated by the social system.
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thich sai Kinh Thanh va déng nhat giai phong xa hoi véi on ciru do. O mot goc do nhat dinh,
cac 1ap luan ciia Ambedkar déu c6 thé bi chi trich & nhitng diém nay; tuy nhién khéac véi hé
théng quan Ii chat ché va quyét dinh mang tinh hanh chinh than quyén cua Céng giéo, md
hinh Phat gi4o lai khong c¢6 co ché cho ra doi nhirng phan quyét nhu vay nén Navayana van
phat trién va cd vi trf riéng minh. Tuy nhién, sau Ambedkar khong c6 nguoi ké tuc su nghiép
dé phat trién hé thdng 17 luan va thuc tién caa Navayana; khuynh hudng Bo tat hda Ambedkar
vira 1a ton vinh nhung ciing dong thoi dong lai, quy pham héa hé théng tu tuéng The Buddha
and His Dhamma. Vi vy, Navayana khdng c6 sy phong pht Ii luan va thuc tién nhu Than
hoc Giai phong qua nhiéu tén tudi nhu Gustavo Gutierrez, Juan Luis Segundo, Hugo
Assman, Segundo Galilea, Ruben Alves va phat trién rong khip chau Mi, chau A, chau Phi
bat chap phan tng cua Toa thanh La M4; tao nén nhitng biéu hién phong phi va néi bat trong
van hoc nghé thuat (Tiéu thuyét cua G.G. Marquez, Christ with the People — tranh cua
Maximino CerezoBerreda, Good Government — tranh cua Sergio Michilini...)

Nhin tir kinh nghiém van hoc nghé thuat cua Than hoc Giai phong Mi Latin, c6 thé
thiy van hoc n6i riéng c6 kha nang phd bién va phat trién tu twang chinh tri, x4 hoi ton giéo
manh mé& thong qua con dudng riéng cua minh; tac pham The Buddha and His Dhamma
hoan toan c6 thé tiép can tir phuong hudng ndy. Thir nhat, The Buddha and His Dhamma ¢
kha nang khai quat hoa thong tin hién thuc vao nhan thic, tir d6 gitp doc gia nhan thac thé
gidi va ban than, pha v& nhitng gidi han ton tai nhat dinh dé c6 thé séng va trai nghiém nhiéu
hon doi sdng ca nhan. Nhu y kién cia Ambedkar: “15. Muyc dich ctia Ton gido 12 giai thich
ngudn gdc cua thé gidi. Muc dich cia Chanh phép 12 tai tao lai thé gisi.'®” (Ambedkar, 1957,
p.322). Rai réc sudt 08 quyén caa The Buddha and His Dhamma la nhitng cau chuyén dugc
ké ngin gon nhung van day du ¥ nghia nhu viéc Phat chip nhan phu nit vao ting doan; dic
biét 1a chuyén Chandalika (Ma ding gia) nhap ni doan. Bén canh d6, tic pham nay con co
kha nang giao duc théng qua giang day cac bai hoc luan Ii va dao duc; qua do gitp doc gia
nhin nhan gi4 tri dao durc trong hoan canh cudc doi cu thé: “Céch duy nhat dé cham dat xung
dot 1a ¢ nhitng quy tic dao dirc chung thiéng liéng ddi véi tit ca moi nguoi.”*” (AmbedkKar,
1957, p.325). Pay chinh 14 chirc nang thanh loc tdm hén, rén luyén kha ning tu gido duc cua
van hoc nghé thuat. Cudi cuing, tic pham The Buddha and His Dhamma ciing mang gia tri
tham mi dang cha ¥ bai nhiéu doan ké vé cudc doi Bac Phat rat hay, mang tinh thim Mi
cao. Van ban ndy khong chi hinh thanh cac pham chit dao ditc ma con mang dén cho doc
gia niém vui va cai dep; dac biét 1a c6 thé nhan ra cai dep trong thién nhién, nghé thuat va
con ngudi. Vi du nhu doan: “Tur géc dén tan ngon cay, cy cdi triu qua, hoa twoi va vo sd
con ong di mau sic, phét ra nhitng am thanh ki la, va nhirg dan chim du loai hét nhirng giai
diéu ngot ngao.”*® (Ambedkar, 1957, p.14). Nhitng doan nhu vay rd rang cé tac dung phat
trién kha ning cam thy va sang tao cai dep. Dac biét, toan bo tac pham The Buddha and His

16 The purpose of Religion is to explain the origin of the world. The purpose of Dhamma is to reconstruct the world.
17“The only way to put a stop to conflict is to have common rules of morality which are sacred to all”.
18 From the roots to the tips of the branches the trees were loaded with fruits, flowers and numberless bees of

the fine colours, uttering curious sounds, and flocks of various kinds of birds, singing sweet melodies
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Dhamma da thanh cong khi khai quéat héa rat hay ba noi dung gdm Durc Phat, Phat Phép va
thuc hanh Phat phép rat tap trung, gon gang, hé théng, d& doc, d& hiéu. Pay chinh 1a biéu
hién cua nghé thuét bac thay vé van chinh luan.

3.  Kaétluan

Nhu vay, théng qua qua trinh khao sat gia tri tu twong va nghé thuat caa The Buddha
and His Dhamma, bai viét nay da van dung phdi hop ba phuwong phap nghién ctru vin hoc
lam ndi bat diém nhin dic biét tir dang cip Dalit, nhirng giai thich méi vé Phat gido ciing
nhu phén tich khuynh hudng cach mang chinh tri x& hoi hda tén gido cua Ambedkar. Pay la
két qua cua hudng nghién ciu lién nganh trén tinh than hiéu khai niém vin ban van hoc
trong goc do rong nhat; day c6 18 1a tuong lai cua nghién ciu khi céc chuyén nganh c
khuynh huéng xich lai gin nhau va con ngudi ¢6 nhu cdu nhin van dé& ngay maot toan dién
va hé théng hon.

Trén tinh than tiép nhan, bai viét nay da trinh bay cac ndi dung chinh, nhiing diém dic
sic cua The Buddha and His Dhamma va phan tich nhitmg dong gop cia Ambedkar trong
phuc hdi Phat gi4o tai An véi con duong dau tranh giai phong, tap trung giai quyét bat binh
dang xa hoi va dé xuat mot triét 1i séng hién dai trong hoan canh da vin héa, toan cau hoa.
Tat nhién da co y kién phan d6i Ambedkar n6i chung va The Buddha and His Dhamma noi
riéng khi don gian hda giao li, khai niém Phat giao, tao nén su chia ré xa hoi va léch lac khoi
truyén théng Phat gido Nguyén thuy. Hién twong nay 1am rd ban chat tiép nhan — tir nhiéu
goc do, phuong phap, muc dich khac nhau s& cho ra két qua khéc biét; Ambedkar da tiép
nhan gido Ii Phat gido, tu tuéng va tac pham caa 6ng s& duoc tiép tuc tiép nhan du theo cach
nao di nira van thé hién dugc sac anh hudng 16n lao ma éng dé lai. Trong gidi han cua dé tai
nay, c6 thé néi, dinh hudng, phuong thire, tu tudng cua Ambedkar thé hién qua The Buddha
and His Dhamma 1 hop Ii, phat huy téac dung thuc té va c6 ¥ nghia 16n trong qua trinh du
tranh vi sy tién bo cua con ngudi, chin hung Phat gido va phaét trién tu twong nhan loai.

% Tuyén bé vé quyén loi: Tac gid xac nhan hoan toan khéng cé xung dét vé quyén loi.
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ABSTRACT

With significant contributions to the theoretical and practical aspects of the Indian social and
political revolution in the 20th century, B.R. Ambedkar has been primarily studied from a
biographical and ideological perspective, particularly through his work The Buddha and His
Dhamma. This article applies methods of biographical criticism, literary reception, and cultural
history to approach the work from a literary perspective. The research findings demonstrate that The
Buddha and His Dhamma presents a distinctive viewpoint from the Dalit class, new perspectives on
Buddhism, and the socio-political trend of religious secularization in the mid-20th century by
Ambedkar. This article serves as a foundation for further introducing and studying Ambedkar's
works in Vietnam, particularly his trilogy on Buddhism.
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