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FIAF R D, DISE 8 A H 13 FUR LS AR RLIE I . 3 B 5 b R I S AR T 2 52
RYEFELE 50% 1, AT A 208 il B 3K 1) OB A -

FANPE, WA E NN ED . REEMOMEFRIEDLR T RIS
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ANTE] B ) 2 A o, DA P R AR B3 A SR 26 A T (i 81— N5 1R 3R] T S
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X 15 R ) S R KT
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SLUVRHE R 7 H RS S A S RO A, (HIXAE G 2 DR s 4 I S 20 15 55 3 B2k
FER) 0 1%
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UERIE FE 07 RE R BAL Geatt iR PE > A ST, 77 AR R & e s s B IR R
EE .
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ABSTRACT

In Chinese Second Language Acquisition (SLA) research, experimental methods serve as a
critical bridge between linguistic hypotheses and empirical data. To address the decoupling of theory
and practical operation, this article proposes a standardized procedure for constructing sentence-
based experimental materials and controlling variables. Through the analysis of representative
studies by Zhao (2009), Yuan (2012), and Pham (2024), this paper outlines a methodological
progression from processing content words in basic structures to function words within complex
interfaces, such as the syntax-semantics and lexicon-syntax interfaces. The article proposes
strategies to ensure the internal validity of the design through the control of latent variables. By
employing specific manipulations—such as subject neutralization, predicate property locking, target
word position control, and the removal of non-target sentence components that may cause
interference—the paper describes the transition from linguistic knowledge to experimental materials
that meet structural design requirements. Furthermore, the study explains that sacrificing partial
ecological validity of naturalness in exchange for rigorous experimental control is acceptable under
certain controlled conditions. Finally, the article provides a roadmap from terminology to standard
practice for SLA researchers, emphasizing that variable control procedures are a fundamental
prerequisite for obtaining analyzable and high-reliability data.

Keywords: experimental research; interface hypothesis; second language acquisition;
sentence-based experimental materials; variable control
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