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AR BRI A a g, AT IR, AL AR m . I, R DOE
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ABSTRACT

The nomenclature system of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) constitutes an important
component of TCM culture, characterized by a complex semantic structure and rich cultural
connotations. In recent years, with the continuous development of Chinese language teaching for
traditional Chinese medicine, increasing scholarly attention has been paid to incorporating TCM-
related linguistic phenomena into instruction. However, studies that examine TCM names from a
linguistic perspective remain relatively scarce, particularly those that provide systematic references
for Vietnamese learners. This study examines the names of traditional Chinese medicines, focusing
on their naming principles and semantic characteristics to reveal the linguistic patterns and cultural
logic underlying their formation. Through the classification of TCM names and the interpretation of
their meanings, this paper seeks to provide valuable evidence and insights for the teaching of Chinese
for traditional Chinese medicine. In addition, this study incorporates a contrastive perspective with
Vietnamese, highlighting potential semantic differences and learning difficulties faced by Vietnamese
learners in understanding TCM names.

Keywords: traditional Chinese medicine names; semantic features; cultural symbolism
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