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ABSTRACT

Drawing on a review of the literature, this article investigates the typology and variant
systems of Chinese characters in extraterritorial contexts. The core perspectives of this study can be
outlined as follows: (1) The developmental trajectory of Chinese characters—whether adapted into
scripts for ethnic minorities or adopted by other countries—remains profoundly shaped by the
original Chinese character typology. (2) As an embodiment of Chinese character culture, the writing
system intrinsically and deeply influences the cultural and linguistic spheres of the local people. (3)
While these groups borrow Chinese characters, such appropriation is an assimilative process that
accommodates native ethnolinguistic and cultural traits, ultimately engendering localized scripts
with distinct identities.
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