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THANH NGU BIEU HIEN Y NGHIA
CUC CAP TRONG TIENG VIET

PHAM HUNG DUNG’

1. Y nghia “cuc cap” (superlative/superlatif) 12 sy dién dat nghia tot do, tot
cuing, tot dinh, khong thé hon dugc nita va ciing khong thé so sanh hon dugc nira
vé tinh cht, trang thai cta sy vat, hién tuong.

Nguoi Viét thuong ding cac hinh thic biéu hién nhu béo nhw triu tricong,
cao nhw niii, den nhir cét nha chay, bé hat tiéu, ngheo rét mong toi, dot déic can
mai, ... Pay 1a cac thanh ngi biéu hién y nghia ciec cdp dic trung cia tiéng Viét.
Bai viét dé cap dén dic diém hinh thirc cta thanh ngi biéu hién y nghia cuc cap
trong tiéng Viét.

2. Thanh ngit tiéng Viét da dang vé mat ngit phap, ngit nghia va dung hoc
dugc cac nha Viét ngir hoc dac biét quan tam nghién ciru. Theo phan loai cia
Hoang Van Hanh, thanh ngir tiéng Viét c6 3 kiéu loai : kiéu loai 1 : thanh ngir an
du hoa d6i xtng ; Kiéu loai 2 : thanh ngir an du hoa phi ddi ximg ; kiéu loai 3 :
thanh ngir so sanh [2].

Dua trén két qua khao sat nhitng thanh ngit trong cac Tir dién thanh ngi
tiéng Viét, chiing tdi nhan thay cac thanh nga ¢é ¥ nghia cuc cdp duge biéu hién
trong ca hai loai : thanh ngir so sanh va thanh ngir khong phai so sanh.

2.1. Thanh ngir biéu hi¢n y nghia cue cip cé yéu to so sanh

So sénh (compare) la mot thao tac tu duy nén phép so sanh 1la mot hinh thie
dién dat pho quat ciia ngdn ngit.

Thong thudng, ngudi ta cho rang ““So sanh la nhin vao cai nay ma xem xét
cdi kia dé thdy sw giong nhau, khdc nhau hodc sw hon kém. S0 s&nh Véi ban géc.
So sanh luc lwong hai bén. Ldp bang so sanh.” [9]. Hay noi rd hon *“So sanh la
dwa mot vat ra xem xét su giéng nhau, khdc nhau, suw hon kém vé mot phuong

dién véi mét khdac dwoc coi 14 chudan. C6 thé khéng phai chi mét ma 1a nhiéu sw

" ThS, Trudng Tiéu hoc Nguyén Thai Son
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Vat, nhiéu thuéc tinh dwoc so sanh”. Dya trén yéu t6 duoc so sanh va yéu té
chuan, ngudi ta chia phép so sanh thanh cac loai: so sanh ngang, so sanh
hon/kém, so sanh khong nham xac dinh hon kém [6] va ding cac mé hinh cua
phép so sanh nhu :

a) A nhuw / twa nhie / chirng nhw B ;, A bao nhiéu B bay nhiéu ; A 1a B [4], [11] ;
b) At nhu B, tla thugc tinh cua A [2] ;
¢) Cau tric tuyén tinh gém 4 yéu t6 :

- yéu t6 1 dugc so sanh v6i chuan (YTD/BSS) ;

- yéu t6 2 vé phuong dién so sanh (YTPD) ;

- yéu t6 3 thé hién quan hé trong so sanh (YTQH) ;

- yéu t6 4 chuan dé so sanh (YTSS), vi du [6] :

1 2 3 4
YTDH/BSS YTPD YTQH YTSS
Mat Twoi Nhuw Hoa

Ngoai ra, ngudi ta cOn cho rang so sanh 1& mot hinh thic “dién dat mét
cach sinh ddng, c¢6 hinh anh, thé hién sy nhdn thire vé doi twong dwoc néi dén va
thé hién s danh gid, thdi d, Ainh cam, xiic cam doi voi doi twong d6” (...) ““gilp
cho viéc tiép nhdn thudn loi hon nhiéu 1A Vi nhitng diéu trieu twong da dwoc
chuyén thanh sw vdt cu thé, gan giii” [7].

Tuy nhién, bén canh d6, so sanh con dugc dung dé biéu hién Y nghia cuc
cdp Vé tinh chat, trang thai ctia C4C Sy vat, hién twong dugc so sanh véi nhau ; ¢6
thé goi 1a so sanh Y nghia cuwc cdp. Pidu nay dd dugc cac nha nghién ctru khang
dinh.

Khi ndi vé y nghia cuc cap cta cac thanh ngir c6 két cdu mé dau bang nhu
(Kiéu do nhw son), Cao Xuan Hao d& cho biét : “Ngay nay (...) hinh nhu chua ¢
ai noi dén nghia nay” (nghia cuc cap) [3]. Va chinh Hoang Van Hanh ciing xac
nhan cac thanh ngit nhu lanh nhw tien, cham nhw ria, rach nhuw xo muop, ...

“biéu thi mirc dp cao va biéu trung cho mét vé ndo dé gdy cam gidc nhat dinh
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theo su binh gia cua nguoi néi.” (...) “Dady la mot huong nghién cuu Ii thu ma
chiing t6i chwa cé diéu kién di sau” [2].

Duya vao ¢ong trinh suu tap thanh ngir ciia Hoang Van Hanh, chi khao sat vé
thanh ngir so sanh biéu hién y nghia cue cdp, ching tdi nhan thiy 494 thanh ngir
6 Yéu t6 so sanh theo mé hinh ¢ niur B hay 2-3-4.

Vi du : bac nhw véi, ban nhw hii, buon nhw cha chét, cao nhu niii, chdm
nhw ria, chua nhw dam, dai nhw dia, dep nhu tién, do nhu son, hién nhu but, im
nhie théc, lanh nhw dat, khée nhw vam, kin nhw bung, ré nhi béo, yéu nhw sén, ...

That ra cac thanh ngir so sanh c¢6 hai yéu to/vé thudong co tinh dbi ximg gin
v6i nhau. Yéu té tht nhét 12 mot vi tir trang thai chi tinh chét, trang thai cia sy
vat, hién tuong dugc so sanh. Yéu t6 tht hai 1a ngir doan mang Y nghia cuee cdp
vé tinh chat, trang thai, hanh dong, qua trinh vén c6 cta su vat, hién tugng dé so
sénh va ngir doan nay bao gid ciing thuong duoc bat dau bang nhw. Chinh yéu t6
thir hai biéu hién y nghia cuc cdp cua thanh ngir so sanh.

C6 thé noi, trong cdu tric thanh ngir so sanh biéu hién ¥ nghia cuc cdp thi
yéu t thir hai 1a yéu té so sanh c6 vai trd quan trong. Chinh yéu té so sanh nay
biéu thi tinh chat, trang thai dién hinh chuan ctia sy vat, hién tuong dé tao nén y
nghia cwc cdp cho yéu tb thir nhat.

Khao sat 494 thanh ngir so sanh, chiing t6i nhan thay yéu té tha hai 1a cac
don vi tir vung biéu thi :

- dong vat khong co that : but, hii, ma, qui sit, than, tién, ...

- dong vat co that : bo, cho, cl, cua, dia, hac, hiim, qua, ria, S&0, Séu, sdc,

tho, trau, voi, ... ;

- su vat : bong, bin, chi, cude, dd, dén cii, dong, mé, mia, mwe, ngdi, thép,

théc, twong, sdt, voi, ...
- hoat dong : cat, chUi, dan, diic, hat, lau, 16t, mia, tac, ...
- qué trinh : chay, chop, gio, vii bao, ...

Qua trinh song ciia con ngudi ludn ludn gan véi thé gisi tu nhién. Thé gidi
tu nhién c6 tac dong thuan loi va khong thuan loi dén doi séng caa con nguoi. T

134



Tap chi KHOA HOC NHSP TP.HCM Pham Hung Dung

xa xwa, nham bao dam sy ton tai va phat trién, con ngudi budc phai co cac hoat
dong ché ngu tic dong khong thuan loi cua ty nhién. Khi khong thé ché ngy
dugc ty nhién, con nguoi thudng tuéng tuong ra nhimg thé lyc siéu nhién gia
tuong dé giai thich, trin an, mo udc, ... Vi vay, c6 thé noi cac dong vat khong co
that/co that, su vat, hoat dong, qua trinh d& néu gan lién trong tu tudng ciia con
ngudi, coi 6 1a dién hinh ciia chuan dé so sanh véi su vat, hién tuong khac va
khong c6 gi hon nita dé thay thé cho cac chuan nay. Nghia 1a cac dong vat khong
c6 that/co that, su vat, hoat dong, qua trinh ndy von cé tinh chét, trang thai dic
trung dién hinh ma so véi ciing loai hodc khac loai nhung cung tinh chat, trang
thai thi khéng thé co duoc, khong sanh duoc.

Thanh ngir 14 nhitng cach no6i da dugc chip nhan va wa ding dén muc tré
thanh théi quen sir dung cta cong dong ngudi ban ngir. Thoi quen ndy bt ngudn
mot phan tir sy tri nhan mang tinh dan toc ddi vdi thé gigi khach quan ciing nhu
doi song tinh than. Trong nhén thirc cia ngudi Viét, dep 1a tinh chét dic trung
dién hinh cia tién ma con nguoi binh thuong khdng thé sanh dugc ; chdm 1a tinh
chét dic trung dién hinh ciia ria ma khong c6 mot con vat ndo cham hon thé ;
nhanh 1a tinh chat dic trung ctia qua trinh gid ; dau 14 trang thai tat yéu ciia hanh
dong cdt ; ... Cac don vi tir vung ndy biéu hién ¥ nghia tot ciing, ¥ nghia ciee cdp
va khéng thé hon dugc nira.

Khi so sanh, bao gio ngudi ta ciing so sanh hai hay nhiéu su vat, hién tuong
cuing loai v6i nhau hodc néu khong cling loai thi cac sy vat, hién tuong phai cling
tinh chat, trang thai. Tuy nhién, khi thé hién doi khi c6 su trai nguoc, cb nghia 13
so sanh tinh chit, trang thai voi sy vat, hién tuong nhu dep nhu tién, cham nhw
riia, nhanh nhw gié, dau nhw cdt, ... Day 1a cach néi chuyén nghia. Tinh chat,
trang thai 1a thudc tinh cta sy vat, hién tuong, nd can c6 vat quy chiéu. Khi vat quy
chiéu biéu hién tinh chét, trang thai tiéu biéu, dién hinh thi c6 thé goi tén sy vat,
hién tuong d6 thay cho tinh chét, trang thai ; c6 nghia 1a tinh chat, trang thai ngam
an. Chinh 1& 46, ngudi Viét noi : dep nhuw tién, chdm nhie riva, nhanh nhw gié, dau
nhi cdt, ... R rang tién, rua, gio, hum, cha chét, con tréu trieong, Trieong Phi, ...
la goi tén sy vat, hién tuong biéu hién tinh chat, trang thai dién hinh, dic trung
mang Y nghia cuc cdp duge dung dé bod nghia cho yéu to thir nhat 12 vi tir trang
thai, tao thanh hinh thirc thanh ngit so sanh biéu hién Y nghia cuc cdp.
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Vé céu tao, yéu td thir hai, nhu d trinh bay, 1a mot ngir doan bao gio ciing
bat dau bang nhw (cO Mot sd it 1a bang, ry). Bai “Trong thanh ngir so sdnh,
thanh phdn biéu thi quan hé so sanh va cai so sanh [c6 thé goi I cdu tric so
sanh (nhw B)] 1& mét bé phdn bt bude va 6n dinh trén cdu tric bé mdt ciing nhw
Cdu triic sdu. Néu phd V& cau tric so sanh thl s€ khéng con thanh ngi so sdnh
Nita. Sw lwa chon tir ngiv biéu thi quan hé so sanh va cai so sanh mang tinh dan
téc sdu sdc (...) trong thanh ngit so sanh thi nhw Va tay dwoc dung nhiéu hon ca”
[2]. Va sau nhur c6 thé 1a :

- danh tu/nglr danh ngir : dc nhw hum, bac nhu Voi, ban nhw hiii, bé bcfng
con kién, bé bang cai mong tay, cao nhw nQi, gay nhw hac, im nhi thoc, kin nhuw
bung, lanh nhw tién, ngu nhuw b, nhanh nhi S6C, tro nhw phéng, Xdu nhw ma,
béo nhw con cun cUt, giau nhw thach sung, dep nhw tranh té ni¢, méng nhu to
gidy, néng nhw Trwong Phi, buon nhw cha chét, dai nhuw dia déi, dau nh dao

cdt, mimg nhw cha chét song day, ... ;
- ngit vi tr : dé nhuw tré ban tay, dau nhiwe xat muéi, dang nhw ngdm bé hon,
Manh nhw ché tre, mimg nhir (0dt) dwee ciia, mirng nhw (bét) dwoc vang, ...
C6 thé khai quat mo hinh (pattern) caa thanh ngir biéu hién y nghia cyc céap
6 yéu t6 so sanh nhu sau :

Yéu té thir nhatchi Tircong  Yéu to thir 2 chi Thanh ngir biéu hi¢n

tinh chét, trang cusosanh SV/HT c6 tinh chat, Y nghia cuc cap c6

thai caa SV/HT trang thai chuin y yéu t so sanh
nghia cue cip

ac nhu him Ac nhuw hiom

ban nhuw hui Ban nhuw hiii

buon nhu cha chét Buon nhir cha chét

dai nhu dia doi Dai nhw dia doi

khoé nhu VoI Khoé nhu voi

sang nhu ban ngay Sang nhw ban ngay

Vui nhuw tray hoi Vui nhuw trdy hoi

Déi chiéu v6i hinh thirc trong dwong trong tiéng Anh, chiing t6i nhan thay
thanh ngir biéu hién ¥ nghia cuc cip c6 yéu t6 so sanh 1a mot céu tric : as +
adjective + as + noun. Vi du :
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den nhu muc

khoe nhu vam

gdy nhuw con mam
nhanh nhu chop
bédn nhuw hii/ma lem
Xdu nhw ma

trang nhuw tuyét

bbbl

—

as black as ink

as fitas a fiddle

as flat as board

as rapid as lightning

to be as dirty as a leper
as ugly as a scarecrow/sin

as white as snow, ...

Ciing gidng nhu tiéng Viét, thanh ngir tiéng Anh ciing dung yéu t6 thtr hai

la yéu t6 so sanh. Yéu té so sanh thuong biéu thi :

- dong vat khong c6 that, nhu :

Xau nhw ma

ban nhw hii/ma lem

—

—

- dong vat co that, nhu :

dc nhu hum

ngu nhu liwa

vui nhu sao

yéu nhur sén

- Su vat, nhu :
den nhu muc
den nhw bé héng
den nhu than
nang nhuw chi

- qué trinh, nhu :
nhanh nhu chop
sang nhuw ban ngay
trang nhuw tuyét

- hoat dong, nhu :

vui nhu hoi

Ll

Ll

U

!

as ugly as a scarecrow/sin

to be as dirty as a leper, ... ;

as fierce as a tiger

as stupid as a donkey
asgay as a lark

as weak as a baby, ... ;

as black as ink

as black as soot

as black as coal

as heavy as lead, ... ;

as rapid as lightning

as bright as day
as white as snow, ... ;

asgood as play, ...

137



Tap chi KHOA HOC NHSP TP.HCM So 9 nam 2006

T sy d6i chiéu ndy, c6 thé néi thanh ngit so sanh ¥ nghia cuec cap 1a mot pham
tril phd quét trong cac ngdn ngir .

2.2. Thanh ngir biéu hién y nghia cure cap khong cé yéu to so sanh

Céc thanh ngix nhu : bé har tiéu, gan coc tia, gan bét sach, giau nit do do vdch,
dot déic can mai, thang rudt ngwa, ngang canh bita, sach nmweée can, ngh€o rét mong
toi, tro' mdt éch, hr cO b, chan dén mang tai, 12 thanh ngir 4n du héa phi d6i xtmg co
két cau 1a ngit tinh tir [2].

C6 thé coi day la nhimg thanh ngit biéu hién Y nghia cuee cdp khdng cd yéu t6 so
sénh. Céu trac cia nhitng thanh ngir ndy c6 hai yéu t6 : yéu o thtr nhat 1a cac vi tir
trang thai c6 ham nghia thang do va yéu t6 thir hai 1a mot ngir doan so sanh khong
hién ngon duoc dung dé biéu hién Y nghia cuc cdp cia thanh ngir do. Yéu 6 thi hai 1a
ngit doan biéu thi su vat, hién twong duoc tinh luoc yéu td cong cu nhu, dén phia
trudec.

Khao sat cac thanh ngit nhu bé hat riéu, gan coc tia, gan bat sach, giau nizz do
do vich, dot dic can mai, thang rudt nguea, ngang canh bita, ngho rét mong toi, tro
Mdt éch, ... ¢O thé nhan thay yéu t6 thar hai thuc chat 1a mot ngit doan chi sy vat, hién
tuong von co thude tinh dic trung dién hinh V& tinh chat, trang thai so véi cac sur vat,
hién tugng khac va duoc tinh luoc yéu t6 cong cu nhu, dén dé gan véi vi tir trang thai
tao nén thanh ngir 4n du bicu hién y nghia cuc cip vé tinh chat, trang thai.

bé nhuwr hat tiéu —  béhat fiéu

gan nhu coc tia — gan coc tia

gan nhu bat sach — gan bat sach

ngang nhuw canh bira — ngang canh bera

dbt dén dac nhir cén mai —  dot dac can mai
thang nhu rudt ngua —  thang rudt ngua
ngheo dén rét mong toi —  ngh&o rét mong toi
giau dén miet do do vach ~ —  gidu niet do do vach
mong dén dé con mat —  mong dé con mdt, ...

Co6 thé khai quat mo hinh (pattern) cia PTCC 1a thanh ngir biéu hién y
nghia cuc cap khong co yéu té so sanh nhu sau :
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Yéu té thir nhat chi  Yéu té thir 2 chi SV/HT ¢6  Thanh ngir biéu hién y

tinh chét, trang tinh chat, trang thai nghia cue cip cb yéu to
thai caa SV/HT chuin y nghia cwe cip so sdnh
be hat tiéu Be hat tiéu
gan cac tia Gan coc tia
giau niet dé do vach Giau nirt dé do vach
thang Rugt ngua Thang ruét ngua
nghéo rot mung toi Nghéo rot miing toi
3. Y nghia “cuc cip” (superlative/superlatif) 12 mot pham trll pho quat, ngoén

ngir nao ciing ¢6 hinh thirc biéu hién. Thanh ngir biéu hién y nghia cuc cap trong
tiéng Viét 1a hinh thirc biéu hién kha doc ddo. Cac noi dung trinh bay chi 1a khoi
thao. Chung t6i s& tiép tuc khao sat van dé nay sau hon.
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